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Hwang Doyeon’s medical coping with cholera in the 19C of the Joseon

Chough Wonjoon, Lee Suna

Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine

As the cholera was spread over the Joseon dynasty at 1821, Hwang Doyeon investigated the symptoms like
diarrhea, vomiting, muscle cramp and so on, and he presented the cause of cholera as the damage of Primordial—gi
caused by abnormal climate and Damp—heat made by taking inadequate foods. He regarded as of great importance
the ordinary health condition by guessing the prognosis of the disease, and proposed how to make a diagnosis
of dehydration by observing nails and toenails. To treat cholera, he presented the methods of Sipseon—bleodletting
and Singwol—moxacautery, and mentioned compound herb remedies and single herbs like gar/ic etc. He wrote
down Mulberry leaves and Argyi wormwood leaves as the preventor of cholera to emphasize the importance
of prevention, and mentioned food contraindication in addition to keep from getting worse.
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