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On Improving the Listening Ability of Middle School Students
Using Verbotonal Method
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ABSTRACT

The necessity for improving the English listening ability of Korean learners has been
emphasized since the ultimate goal of English education converted to CLT(Communicative
Language Teaching) in Korea. Verbotonal Approach as an auditory-based strategy has been
proved to be effective substantially in maximizing the listening skill of spoken foreign
language. The purpose of this study is to find out ar efficient way of improving listening
ability for Korean middle school students by employing OFH(Optimal Frequency of Hearing)
using Tonality Word Sentence Test, before & after using Listen I Verbotonal training unit
based on VTS(Verbotonal System). The results of the listening tests showed that the listening
ability of the subjects increased by 16.7% on the words and by 55% on the sentences after
using Listen II, compared with before using Listen 1 and that the improvement rate of
listening ability on the level of words is much higher than that on the level of sentences.
From the results, we can come to a conclusion that training the listening skill with words in
mid-tonality and low-tonality based on OFH might give a great positive effect in improving
listening ability for Korean learners of English.

Keywords: Verbotonal, Auditory based second language education, Optimal Frequency
of Hearing
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Sentence Test(TTWSTH<E 1>)2 E7] 44 <& #rtsldoh

Tennessee Tonality Word and

$ 1. Tennessee Tonality Word and Sentence Test(Asp & Plyler, 1999)

Low-Tonality Mid-"Tonality High-Tonality
Phoneme Phoneme Phoneme
Ist C V C 2nd Ist C V C 2nd 1st C V C 2nd
1. moon /mun/ 1. dad /ded/ 1. fish /fif/
2. rope /rop/ 2. hot /hat/ 2. teeth/ti8/
3. bowl /bol/ 3. duck /dak/ 3. cheese/fiz/
4. bone /bon/ 4. tag /tzeg/ 4. thief /6if/
5. move /mov/ 5. tack /tak/ 5. sit /sit/
Low-"Tonality Mid-Tonality High-Tonality
Phoneme Phoneme Phoneme
Ist C V C 2nd 1st CV C 2nd 1st C V C 2nd
1. boom/bum/ 1. hat /hat/ 1. kiss /kis/
2. pool /pul/ 2. rag/reg/ 2. this /dis/
3. robe /rob/ 3. rock/rak/ 3. cease /sis/
4. mole /mol/ 4. tag/teg/ 4. chick /fik/
5. roam /rom/ 5. cut/kat/ 5. keys /kiz/
Low-Tonality No. Mid-Tonality No. High-Tonality No.
1. Pull the puppy up 4 |1. Tell Tom to come 4 |1. My feet itch 3
2. Mama blew a bubble| 4 |2. Let's drink some coke | 4 |2. She is my sister 4
3. Warm up the bread 4 |3. We ate dinner 3 |3. Tea is cheap 3
4. No more bubbles 3 |4. He wrote a letter 4 |4, She saw the show 4
5. Up goes the boy 4 5. Give me a light 4 |5. Is your sister sick? 4
Low-Tonality No. Mid-Tonality No. High—Tonality No.
1. Blow up the ball 4 |1. Tell the cook it’'s good| 4 (1. My sister's sick 3
2. No don’t do that 4 |2. He hit his lip 4 |2. Show Sally your socks| 4
3. Buy mama an apple| 4 |3. Let's play house 3 [3. She saw zebras 3
4. Blow bubbles at me| 4 |4. Mail the letter today 4 |4. It's easy to seesaw 4
5. Mama ade the puppy| 4 |5. Tell Linda hello 3 |5, Sally is sweet 3
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BVT AVT xt ol
T 28 |HE = |vS(%[|HE = |BS(% |HE F |6 E (%
1 7 41.2 9 52.9 2 11.8
2 2 11.8 3 17.6 1 5.9
3 7 41.2 9 52.9 2 11.8
4 4 23.5 3 17.6 -1 -5.9
) 5 12 70.6 14 82.4 2 11.8
LT 6 7 41.2 13 76.5 6 356.3
7 14 82.4 16 94 .1 2 11.8
8 1 5.9 2 11.8 1 5.9
9 4 23.5 7 41.2 3 17.6
10 7 41.2 4 23.5 -3 -17.6
11 7 41.2 12 70.6 5 29.4
12 9 52.9 13 76.5 4 23.5
13 15 88.2 13 76.5 -2 -11.8
14 9 52.9 14 82.4 5 29 .4
15 15 88.2 15 88.2 0 0.0
MT 16 6 35.3 3 17.6 -3 -17.6
17 4 23.5 4 23.5 0 0.0
18 14 82 .4 11 64.7 -3 -17.6
19 9 52.9 10 58.8 1 5.9
20 4 23.5 10 58.8 6 35.3
21 2 11.8 1 5.9 -1 -5.9
22 15 88.2 17 100.0 2 11.8
23 10 58.8 10 58.8 0 0.0
24 11 64.7 10 58.8 -1 -5.9
25 13 76.5 15 88.2 2 11.8
HT 26 4 23.5 4 23.5 0 0.0
27 5 29 .4 4 23.5 -1 -5.9
28 3 17.6 5 29 .4 2 11.8
29 6 35.3 5 29 .4 -1 -5.9
30 8 471 6 35.3 -2 -11.8
= A 234 45.9 262 51.4 28 5.5
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