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Field survey of 1983 central East Sea Tsunami : Imwon Port
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Abstract

This study has been focus to certify the run-up heights, losses of human lives and property damages
due to the 1983 Central East Sea tsunami. We have conducted the interview with indigenous inhabitant and
field surveying at the Imwon port, East sea in Korea in order to inquire into the state of things occurred
during that period. It is also investigated how much well they are aware of the emergency action plan
including the evacuation system. Base on the reliable interviews, we selected and surveyed 10 places at the
Imwon port, where the historical maximum overflowing occurred due to the 1983 Central East Sea tsunami.
The measured run-up heights are approximately 3.3m~4.0m at the selected 10 places and it is found that
the sea water ran over the banks in Imwon stream about 700m upstream from the Imwon port. From this
study we can suggest supplementing the present emergency action plan and supply the state-of-the-art
inundation map.
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