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Antimicrobial Activity of Medicinal Plant Extracts against
Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus
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This study was carried out to examine antimicrobial substances from medicinal plants, the ethanol extracts of 38

medicinal plants were tested for the antimicrobial activity against Staphylococcus aureus ATCC 25923 and methicillin-

resistant Staphylococcus aureus ATCC 43300. The extracts of Glycyrrhiza uralensis, Sophora flavescens, Dryopteris

crassirhizoma, and Pinas densiflora showed significant antimicrobial activities against both S. aureus ATCC 25923 and
methicillin-resistant S. aureus ATCC 43300. The extract of Dryopteris crassirhizoma among these medical plants
showed the highest antimicrobial activity. These results suggested that the extracts from Dryopteris crassirhizoma,
Sophora flavescens, Pinas densiflora, and Glycyrrhiza uralensis could be the potential source of antimicrobial agents

against methicillin-resistant S. aureus and S. aureus.
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Staphylococcus aureus (S. aureusy= AQ A d2] £3E
st glon QIzte] MR HFe FAste sl
= Qe A& vig- DA FAZE A S aureus=
DYPHATOE =WNLE YA 3], o=
e R, Fol, WY, A, 35, Ko, #Y
QA PP FaF WAF 3
stz g4 ATt (Anliffe, 1997; Lowy, 2000). A 7HA]
S. aureus®] DS NBEE A5t o2 FAAEC] AHE-
=31 3lck PenicillinAl YA ampicillin®] Alxt 2] 5.1
AEA Eeol e Aol & olF, AL N
d prlactamA] FAAEL ol5 ATl T HHTE Al
zof| FHASHA AHEE O oy FAE AF AR
A=A ol WS 7H AldE Fidske 23E 7t
gkt (Livermore, 1998). 19403 penicillin®] AHS-2 FA]
4= WS vetdARE 59 Foll=
= A 420079 59 274
T3 AE 5 20073 648 28
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S. aureus= 5% %

*

50%, 1995 A=+ H MAR 22 90% ©]°d<] penicillin-
resistant S. aureus (PRSA)7} A3 T} (Hussain et al,
2000; Hiramatsu, 2001). %3} penicillinoll W3S 7B oo
WAE A} beta-lactamased]] F3FL HEA] 2= methicillin®
1960 7etE o] 2 X 8AZ AREHUO L o 3
AAE 9IHg AFg o2 Qate] 1961 Wde 2t
methicillin-resistant S. aureus (MRSA)7} S3=-olj 4 A
o} (Reischl et al., 2000; Jones et al, 2002). 1970+ thol
MRSAZ} w=t, EaA A9A dulzg Ex]o F4:3)
HA AzZbek M 7 (hosplital-acquired pathogen)
o] How Axlx WYY HAE F 257 oY
T A 9 shHE dot ok mlFelA RaHE S
aureus®] 10~50%7} MRSAS|™, Takro] AL 30~
40%7F MRSAZEA FolME H& H]-& 2] methicillin®l
gk WS YERl L L) Bertrand et al, 2000). $-2)4
gl A 19709t AAdellA BalE S aureus 5 MRSA
7} A HEL 10% vlRbellent 1980 d Hell =
oF 40~50%% Z7}stg o 7 & A& =tk HE
ol 60~80%t Fth (Ha et al, 2003). =3 MRSA”}
3 & “JOI ohd AFoME EEEHAT BiE
21t} (Jones et al,, 2002). ©]¢} #o] Z7}8l3 )= MRSA
2] A gZolE vancomycin®©] JYgEHo] ALEE I o}
199613 oA Ao
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vancomycin-resistant S. aureus (VRSA)7o] 2AF S o0,
a5 A&, v, 232, 3T 5 iF0lA 68y 7
BAHN7Y BaERa o] 5 2750] AFEEH3iT) (Hiramatstu
et al, 1997). Sl = 19973 At 27} vanco-
mycin® 2 X857} ¢t = HPFoE o0 AT
VRSAY o] YA (Kim et al, 2000). o]} Zo] A
Aol A8 a3t le AZE Ao AEEHn
QAT AFEL o5 g WS WA F53)d]
Mz FAAE FE3A7) e AAolrt o] £
£ syl 9% HHe SR o2 YA HE
Aoz ZEAFY Amd AHEEH & A d8AE
25E PHEAS FEsr] 9 d77F @3] 33y
31 90t} (Stephen, 1999; Ross et al., 2001; Kim et al., 2004).

E AT E B mAEY 43S AdskE A
FEAES 7] A% AT dEozA eyl A
e FF AHEEO $tH 38FFO FEAER HE F
ES Y3t FFH35T ol & ©]&3}]

TE T8 et MY VA= S aureus ATCC
259237} methicillin®] W4-& ZHE= MRSA ATCC 4330001
3% FaE4S Jehdle FEAES AT

f
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1. M7 & ME

£ A7) AMSE S aureus ATCC 259237 MRSA

433002 SHEHLAN EFEdtt. AFAsE
s A AFIAREE] TPt on] A
ARE FBANESLS AT (Pueraria thunbergiana), 743
(Glyeyrvhiza uralensis), 34t (Sophora flavescens), T+%
(Dryopteris crassirhizoma), &3} (Lonicera japonica), T3}
(Rheum officinale), B15} (Mentha arvensis), W¥3} (Pinellia
ternatd), XS] (Dictamnus dasycarpus), B2FeF (Paeonia
lactiflora), 8=} (Angelica dahurica), F-B3 (Spirodela poly-
rhiza), 2% (Saururus chinensis), 1 ¥ (Cryptotympana
pustulata), 57 (Pinus densiflora), 0} (Cimicifuga hera-
cleifolia), "% (Bupleurum falcatum), *°|3} (Magnolia
kobus), NG (Artemisia princeps), 1% (Houttuynia
cordata), Q1L (Forsythia koreana), -3 A} (Arctium lappa),
&3 (Castanea crenata), A} (Aster tataricus), 3 (Syzy-
gium aromaticum), A3 (Citrus unshiv), D55 (Asparagus
cochinchinensis), A} (Gardenia jasminoides), =

(Smilex china), B9 (Ledebouriella seseloides), E3=

(Scutellaria baicalensis), X T-A+ (Hovenia dulcis), A4
(Scrophularia buergeriana), B 7\ (Schizonepeta tenuifolia) 3}
9 (Prunus sargentii), 37| (Astragalus membranaceus), &
A (Coptis chinensis), %% (Phellodendron amurense) 5 %
38FFoltt

N
A
m

= &H

Yl
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)

oFRAE 25 & SHTE W AHT F F
T 500 mlol| 30&7F RA3GATE FHRF) BaE A
oF 25 goll 70% ethanol (MERK, Germany) 500 ml& ¢

3 ZH4x] 71 429 heating mentalel] @olA 3417k Fot
5 7HE, AR 85 UM FE29e A200A
3A1ZF A3 I filteration A)7] 1, o782 funneld] 2o
rotary evaporator (EYELA)E ©]8-3}4 45CollA] o 1A]3H
B¢ 7 7Y FEARY 558 FENL freeze dryer
(EYELA)E ©|&3ld 572 AXA|7]13, A7]dA &
Az 222 FAE SAY F 70CAA 2a@33

(Chun et al., 2001; Sohn et al., 2004).
3. gogd da

Z} opBAE] AL S taT Ay (disk
diffusion)S AMEEIGTE AZ B 20 mgS dimethyl sul-
foxide (DMSO) 1 mioll =A 20 pg/ul F=2 F1)5A
t}. S aureus ATCC 25923 H3= MRSA ATCC 43300°]
Z¥ L-broth agar ¥j=| $joll AF FZE0| H7He paper
disk (8 mm, Advantec, Toyo Roshi Kaisha, Ltd.)& &2l
37TCAA 24A13F vkt # XYY ABE & 54
39T (Do etal., 2002).
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¥ 5 sty ¥l g Ad
d, HEF, A olF, e FA, FH2E,
dxdd, A 2 5E 9ot} (Anliffe, 1997).
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271, A=F, oI, Y, #HY, 59, H4d
NEE T 4F A9 AEFE sk T 9
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BZE ABF o] F, ALENA MY plactamA FAE  HAXNY S awens T ALY WS UEh= PRSA

AEL ol Tl A AEF Age FAASA AL 9 HEo] 19453 E 14%0)30 2 19503 2ol 59%,

g5l0] guk et S NS ALEOZ QlEte] 19950l 95%2 Z7HEHITH (Wahdan, 1998). ©]5 X

Table 1. Antimicrobial activity of medicinal plant extracts against S. aureus ATCC 25923 and MRSA ATCC 43300
Ethanol Extract (200 pg/disk)
Medicinal plant Medicinal part S qureus MRSA
ATCC 25923 ATCC 43300

Pueraria thunbergiana Root - -
Glycyrrhiza uralensis Root ++ +
Sophora flavescens Root ++ ++
Dryopteris crassirhizoma Rhizoma -+ +++
Lonicera japonica Flower - -
Rheum officinale Rhizoma - -
Mentha arvensis var. piperascens Herb - -
Pinellia ternata Tuberous Root - -
Ledebouriella seseloide Root - -
Dictamnus albus Root Bark - -
Paeonia lactiflora var. hortensis Root - -
Angelica dahurica Root - -
Spirodela polyrhiza Herb - -
Saururus chinensis Herb - -
Cryptotympana pustulata Slough - -
Pinus densiflora Node of Branch + ++
Cimicifuga heracleifolia Rhizoma - -
Bupleurum falcatum Root - -
Magnolia kobus Flower Bud - -
Artemisia princeps Leaf - -
Houttuynia cordata Herb - -
Forsythia saxatilis Fruit - -
Arctium lappa Fruit - -
Castanea crenata Pericarp - -
Aster tataricus Root - -
Syzygium aromaticum Flower Bud - -
Hovenia dulcis Seed - -
Citrus unshiu Pericarp - -
Asparagus cochinchinensis Tuberous Root = -
Gardenia jasminoides Fruit - -
Smilax china Rhizoma - -
Hovenia dulcis Trunk of Tree - -
Scrophularia buergeriana Root - -
Schizonepeta tenuifolia var. japonica Herb - -
Prunus sargentii Bark - -
Scutellaria baicalensis Root - -
Astragalus membranaceus Root - -
Coptis chinensis Rhizoma - -
Phellodendron amurense Bark - -

The antimicrobial activity was represented as followed; -, no inhibitory effect; +, 8.1~10.0 mm; ++, 10.1~13.0 mm; +++, 13.1~16.0
mm; +++, over 16.0 mm :
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Table 2. Antimicrobial activity by different concentrations of medicinal plant extracts against S. aureus ATCC 25923 and MRSA ATCC

43300

Medicinal plant Medicinal part

Concentration
(ng/disk)

MRSA
ATCC 43300

S.taureus
ATCC 25923

Glycyrrhiza uralensis Root

Sophora flavescens Root
Rhizoma

Dryopteris crassirhizoma

Pinus densiflora Node of Branch

100 +
200
300
400
100
200
300
400
100
200
300
400
100
200
300
400

SRR RN
R

The antimicrobial activity was represented as followed; —, no inhibitory effect; +, 8.1~10.0 mm; ++, 10.1~13.0 mm; -+, 13.1~16.0

mm; -+, over 16.0 mm

58 5402 JdE A methicillin®: YA &
o2 <lsle] MRSAZF A EATH (Jones et al, 2002). ©]
T gz AlFel 7 ZAEe AR el F vanco-
mycin®] 74 ARE-ERlon FHTde olo WS Ve
U= VRSAZ} YERtR Qith ol e A7 As
o= W Jdg I FxlA FFHAD Ao &
A FEo2 At A ALY o] i A} o)
9le] AF T % A WAddEe] S5 THE T
1t} (Jones et al,, 2002). |} o] A A7l &3
Ao XNgd F Ye M2 FAAS] L ¢l
A% PG MFES ANEE FAA g AL
27 #5319 o5 dAE FHg7z k. 98
e &5 WG AEEoe] A
WAde ZHA| gchd ko
ANed ¢ glojA 22 A ]|
o= st AP} Ashs A4S $98kL ATk (Sin
et al., 2006). o]l A
ofa 7} itk L&zl A&
R U
Table 12 ¥4 A<l S aureus ATCC 259233} MRSA
ATCC 433000 thste] 38FF<] <FEAE25E e
FEEEY g4 do|t) S aureus ATCC 25923

o 9FE AN FEAREE BE 1Y, BE

F4 5 4557 oldleH, o] T BATA 1 &
FgA o] el 3 MRSA ATCC 433009 A%
AAANT = FEAEEE 74X, 1, #5524 F

4FFoIH, o|F Fxe FLEYS

ot

Q

oMy e

N
N
5
n
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of et AL VEhlE A EEL YEHoR
, I, BF, $H T 4T R0 olFelA MY
FAEEE YElE FEAEL BTZA F A
T B5ellA gt e Anrt dAs

Table 2= o9& Vel 2=, 4, &%, 4
T 4FFY B E FEEY Fxo WE S awrens
ATCC 259233 MRSA ATCC 433009] 784S
Atk S aureus ATCC 25923914 o] F2E 200 pg,
300 pg, 400 ug T A Bl S S48 Ve
o, 24 $389 FEFE 200 pg, 300 pugilME F
4L, 400 pg =AM =2 TS YERIY (Fig
1,2, and 4). BFE F25 200 el A 7Y & 0@
A& eI 400 pgoll M= Hdlo] FHEHS el
T} (Fig. 3). Table 204 Hi e} 7Zo] MRSA ATCC
4330001 4= 22l % 100 pg 200 pgollAE e
A EAE, 300 pg 400 pgoll e FHEAS YER
o Fig. 1). 24t 42 200 pgoll A SUHEAS Ue

Ead
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S. aureus ATCC 25923 MRSAATCC 43300

Fig. 1. Assay of antimicrobial activity by different concentrations
of the extracts from Glycyrrhiza uralensis against S. aureus ATCC
25923 and MRSA ATCC 43300 (1, 100 pg/disk; 2, 200 pg/disk;
3, 300 pg/disk; 4, 400 pg/disk).

S. aureus ATCC 25923

MRSAATCC 43300

Fig. 2. Assay of antimicrobial activity by different concentrations
of the extract from Sophora flavescens against S. aureus ATCC
25923 and MRSA ATCC 43300 (1, 100 pg/disk; 2, 200 pg/disk; 3,
300 pg/disk; 4, 400 pg/disk).

Wy Fx9 Frlel wet @ o] S HAT (Fig
2 and 4). BFNME 200 pgoll A FE =2 4 & e
Uz 400 pell M= HdlY SE4S JeRit (Fig. 3).
o]e} 2ol S aureus ATCC 259237 MRSA ATCC 433009
Ag@Adl anEQ] FEAE FEEY FEE FAME
ARNE Yeldlon, T 75 25 IF 400 pg FEA
N B G JEY B3 g 24}
APA diskd FEAE FEEY FEE 44 100 g,
[e]

7}
200 pg, 300 pg, 400 pg o = asto] H7I8IE o &
&

-

o2 Al

A9 A HE AA Amel 484 hAlSo] A
§30) gonl JEeld YTBYEAS FEIE AT
= A AAH ez ARH T Y2 AL ol ek A7t

guts] Rus T o} (Lee et al, 1997; Park et al., 1997,
Kim et al., 2001; Suk et al,, 2004). 7} Q. 2jEl oF&-2 52

S. aureus ATCC 25923 MRSAATCC 43300

Fig. 3. Assay of antimicrobial activity by different concentrations
of the extracts from Dryopteris crassirhizoma against S. aureus
ATCC 25923 and MRSA ATCC 43300 (1, 100 pg/disk; 2, 200 pg/
disk; 3, 300 pg/disk; 4, 400 pg/disk).

S. aureus ATCC 25923

MRSAATCC 43300

Fig. 4. Assay of antimicrobial activity by different concentrations
of the extracts from Pinus densiflora against S. aureus ATCC
25923 and MRSA ATCC 43300 (1, 100 pg/disk; 2, 200 pg/disk; 3,
300 pg/disk; 4, 400 pg/disk).

nhERA V1Y d FH gEAde] Agel AMgE &t
om A ® oldl gk A7 AL EREHL U
(Aydin et al., 2000; Ogara et al., 2000). & 170 A}-8-5
Fze AAdA 7P e AHEE FEAEY R
A g ageolay FRdAE dEA Qe thdAd =
BOoR AetdS AR HEoR2E glycyrhizin,
glycyrthetinic acid, glycyrrhizic acid - triterpene saponin®©]
FHrEe] Ao shielXEe A, 1A, A8, Agd 72
R T BAo® gol ARgHL fl= Aer HiH
I AT} (Lee et al, 2003). #F udlet 55 55
Foll 2k thdAd dige] FAFEA ggeres 4
7] B 2732 AHESt AE-2 2% phloroghicin F5%
A1 aspidin, albaspidin, dryocrassin 5] =] 3lom
2% 4 AolAFE T TA AHgEHE Aer &
24 3Tk (Baek et al, 2001). 314H2 §-2|ue), AlH]ol,
o 28 YEY 4 B AEe thdd 2R
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2 Aoz BYE ALY AHEORE akaloid®
matrine, oxymatrine, allomatrine ¢l°l| flavonoidZ trifoli-
thizin 5°] gF=o] Qe g2 e uuAY,
AALeF, ZHel gl Qe HRAF AMgETL dEHA
AT} (Park et al, 2001). $4& A o924 q
B-pinene o] FHrEo] lon uFof Fupxs 27
%, 7HEF T AHgEHe ez 48A I (Bae
and Lee, 2002). & dolXe &5, 14 £4, x4
FE2EE0] WA AFY S aqureus ATCC 259233}
MRSA ATCC 433009] A3l FF84S Yeon o
T w2 e e FaEd S HElth

2= S aweus7t Tl WA= olET S =4
& A7 THEEES fddte AoE deAx
ATH (Lee et al, 2001). o}EYT FH G Ao Eajd s

aureus®] HF o] Aol A enterotoxing EH|5}H, o] EAE
o]l MHC I ®Aell 2¥3ld T AEE AFH22H T
AEXE FAA71 1 78 ARl S aureus®] FAE
allergen® 2 28-5to] 27 IgE AJAHS 2=381aL IgE ol
7078 histamine®] wH|E FE3le] oflEd TF-doA
2959 &8 A3} (Leung et al, 1993; Higaki et al.,
1999). < olEy] SAbFolA] MRSAS BAL 11%9]
HIEE Holo Z7l5Aeo] da o]2)3 MRSA T4
F7hHs FAA 9] A= AR BA e Meo)r] WiE
o] MRSAS] F7+8 dlslr] Yslixe A H-dg
ALgo] 28} (Klein et al., 1997, Lee et al., 2001).

ole} e #F, A, £, 7‘74—5«1 g A

HE AR 3t HOE olF FEEE UiF <UdAY
HaAd Agol Wz BYg ATl S aureus 2
MRSA 93| FEEHE A=F, olEd F9 ¥
2 255 5 o] P8 A X8 E o o)E

o
F§AEY 2 )88 92 Aoz Amah

Lo
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