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A Study on Types of Multi-Functional Welfare Facilities and Day Service Centers for the Elderly in Japan
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Abstract

Due to the shortage of elderly care services in urban areas, multi-functional welfare facilities are proven to be very effective
for delivering various service needs of elderly in Japan. Introduction of new longterm care policy for elderly in Korea would
change many aspects of elderly care service facilities. Especially elderly home care services like adult daycare centers will
expand drastically after beginning of elderly longterm care insurance.

The purpose of this research is to study and analyze multi-functional welfare facilities in Japan focusing on the types of day
service in those facilities. Planning of daycare centers in multi-functional welfare facilities for the elderly can be classified to 3
types. Those types are daycare centers with senior housing, longterm care insurance facilities, senior centers, small
multi-function facility, medical facilities, educational facilities, community facilities and general housing projects.

Each type has different benefits for the networking of services for the elderly. Design of daycare centers in multi-functional
welfare facilities have distinctive features in entrance and user approach, space allocation and circulation planning. The study of
daycare centers and multi-function planning should be followed to make better home care environments for the elderly in

Korea.
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