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B ABSTRACT

A study on the beauty of space by overall arrangement and
composition of a picture in Oriental painting

Lee, Seung-Sook

From two viewpoints the writer investigated the beauty of space by overall
arrangement and composition of a picture in Oriental painting,

In particular, she examined the expanded representation and significance of space
use which had not properly been recognized in the field of a colored picture contrary
to ‘a painting in India ink. She studied that the boundary for the representation and
appreciation of space was unlimited to one field of painting by studying and
analyzing it in connection with other fields of art which had something in common
with it in techniques or languages of representation.

The writer considered the aspects of similar forms and spirits as the methods of
understanding and representing the essence of an object in creating a work. She
generally considered the aspect of perfecting knowledge by studying the principle of
an actual thing for the representation of revealed forms corresponding to the aspect of
similar forms, and tried to reach the stage of ’materialization’ united with the spirit
of the subject of creation for the formless forms corresponding to the aspect of
representing an artist’s inner wotld as well as the external shapes of things. She tried
to reach the stage of spiritual cultivation in pursuit of the boundary between 'mental
vanity* and ’sitting quietly and attaining the state of perfect selflessness’, which were
presented by Chuang-tzu, to express the spirituality internal to it. She recognized that
the projection of the cultivation on a work could convey intemal essence as well as
external forms to a picture. It was because the image of the form represented in a
picture was based on the aesthetic experience got from realty.

In the concept of space and a method of representing it, she explored and analyzed
the basic concept of space, arranged the concept of space shown in Oriental ideas
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dividing it into the concepts of space in Confucianism, Taoism and the Zen sect.

What she felt acutely through this study was that she should establish the identity
of her work by succeeding to, changing and re~creating tradition based on the
historical heritage left by successive excellent painters and theorists. Putting together
all these things showed that establishing the identity in the world of work pursued
and oriented by her required searching the direction in future works by mixing
tradition with modern times in a creative way, which is just the purpose of study in
this thesis.

Key words : space, composition, selflessness, contemporary representation,
traditional aesthetic.



