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Reproductive Aging in Female Rodents

Sung-He Lee’
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ABSTRACT : In all female mammals, reproductive system is one of the first biological systems to show age-related
decline. Female mammals in reproductive aging, though the phenomena is somewhat species-specific, start to show
declining fertility and changes of numerous physiological functions. This review will present a current information on the
aging of the female reproductive hormonal axis and introduce three useful rodent models for studying this field. Middle
age(8~12 months old) in female rats and mice is comparable to the stage prior to the entry of menopause in human. In
this period pulsatile and surge GnRH secretion from hypothalamus gradually attenuated, then reduced pulsatile and surge
LH secretion is followed consequently. This age-related defects in GnRH-LH neuroendocrine axis seem to be highly
correlated with the defects in brain signals which modulate the activities of GnRH neuron. Many researchers support the
idea which the age-related hypothalamic defects are the main cause of reproductive aging, but some ovarian factors such
as inhibin response also could contribute to the induction of reproductive senescence. Some rodent models are quite valuable
in studying the reproductive aging. The follitropin receptor knockout(FORKO) mice, both of null and haploinsufficient state,
could produce depletion of oocyte/follicle with age. Dioxin/aryl hydrocarbon receptor(AhR) knockout mice also show severe
ovarian defects and poor reproductive success early in their life compared to the age-matched normal mice. Further studies
on the reproductive aging will be a great help to evaluate the benefits and risks of hormone replacement therapy(HRT)
and to improve the safety of HRT.

Key words : Reproductive aging, GnRH-LH neuroendocrine axis, Ovarian deficiency, Transgenic models.
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H] Z(neuroiendocrine axis) B4 ©] W3}7} SukE thCostoff
& Mahesh, 1975; Faddy et al, 1983; Wise e al, 1999).
THHLE AY mote B4 FE JIFEY A A
sex steroid 8] AR oA gh T AlFHE AlAFEHE A dhypo-
thalamic defect)’ o] 23 ‘?:“C —_rLX}EO] Folth A4 &
3t A EA AR A ATl Bole #4E3 dgo
28 F U F F7140] ‘”‘: “dell(acyclicity)ol A =t
F71(cyclicity) & 2HAl == o] AlE7] Ao} s, uit)
B FHS Addhe 3ol A4 x3E, F 3A4Y /1A
ol = AldeHE-H ekl ARWEY 29 E4 Wit &g
L ok Aol E wEdAe A4 =8 A &
dE A 2% $AEE, kgt uE GoRH-LH 4l
ZAWEH %9 84 744, GnRH 732 A59 A259 &
sol] w2 7h4 A4, sex steroid Ao A& He A
St st sk I8 A4 ks o] f-43
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o A () 9A A)sE GnRH Fdo g JA1g =
A9l ‘gonadostat’7} Alg}A] 2L glutamated} 7+ TEA Al
7 A EFE 9% GnRH 7o 84317 Gojupr] £
1], HE5A(pulsatility) 122 F5(surge)o] N4 3 27}t
A HZL, (i) 3719 GnRH JEo] tig HaigalelM g
FSH¢ LHY| w34 S77F dojudm, (i) ©]E gonado-
tropino] 9J3} Ao Mo Gy o] FAFHIT |7}
7+ sex steroidE°l] o $t A =™ Y(positive feedback)©]
Z-537] A &¥cH(Messinis, 2006). §+3, A2 3t AbE
71 AAL Foll dojuhe A EHE-HateAl- g4 S22 =
(hypothalamus-pituitary-ovary hormonal axis) 4F2] Hz}s}
A BAE] dove ALE Btk FY AF e 2
< ¢3 A7 Fd(middle-age)S he ¥ 8~12 /Y
B AT F Ae, o AVe 17k 9737) A9 Ao
£ AMZ1EX AJEHE GnRH #v]9] WeA s 35
AR 8] AHE L, 2 o]o] HatA LHY WegAHd 35
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o] ¢k3} AAHHA M2 F71AE Hol 7h, o] & kd)
o] AZ 17217 €ol= ¥F 714 (acyclic), & A2 F7]7}
478 A2 HtHHuang & Meites, 1975; Vom Saal et al.,

°of A

5 ERERE

1994). ofs} Zro] FH A F7)el A EfHg F7]1=2 A%
sted 7loshe 98 22 AR Ao, A4 k
gte] 7120 8 A Wl dab ko] Aj7ko] gl wel
at _’Z—JE]% Aclgte ARk 7FsskAst ol tisjA
Aol w25l sith WA, FAA F718
Hol|d A% ‘I‘_ﬁi’»} HaE AAT A =38 GAE NG
ol wf HEo] A3t o] FEEArKPeng & Huang,
1972). &3 ke3bd 939 A3 de gote] AR E
oY wf i FAY FHt B FAHH ol AANHA
THHuang, 1988). 187 A3H5-E @714 22 2337
1} {8 29 (brain-blood barrier, BBB)S £ #38l= &
£ F49E 9 =3 FH A4 T30 35 K Clemens
et al, 1969; Quadri et al., 1973). o83t Z=AEL A F
718l BAE FFHLE dxe aZd g Rl sy,
I AR BT F7129 7‘]‘?:]9— Al oHe- 8k *ﬂ Al
AU 59 Al T AYE BY3] AT o] &
GnRH- gonadotropm(FSH/LH)i FAHH, 1 A4 ii‘é?}
AEZE TEA(A, glutamate) T A4 (4, GABA) }
e 3A NFASED, FE oY), AFHE|E 7HEy)
neuropeptide YINPY), W14 23] Qo]|= 3 E}o] =(endogen-
Y YgE #oH, dAEREY
sex steroid(I2EZA S} T2A 26 E)0] 213 Hye] =
AL =t (Moguilevsky & Wuttke, 2001). 12| 2 & A4
32 fFieste A 2 4718 o948 dFES 2
dg 7te4E 9248 ¢+ Ut

ous opioid peptide, EOP) 5

MA oo MHE GnRHR} Gonadotropin
ZH|2f #E)

F714€ 871 349 59 3 (middle-aged rat)E= pro-
estrus A)7] LH §%5°] &< @9 vls] F98HA wo}x)
o, ojuf £Y71A A48} (mediobasal hypothalamus, MBH)
Z5E 9 GoRH #¥] WEAH FF A 4 eH HCoo-
per et al., 1980; Zuo et al., 1996; Rubin, 2000). ¢]+= ofn}
T k3 832 GnRH H2 A4 7l(pulse generator)] A7)
o] dL FHAMEY AAH7 HEA ReE FHEG
(Hall ez al, 2000). o] # 7 04’“9] GnRH % %4 0] 30%
AE Zaddes B o8] AAEHSane & Kimura,
2000).

A kst7h S HHEA Proestrus Al719] LH &
Aol Hlaf, estrus A7)0 5 FSH F0] 238 4+
of EAHA=, ole A7 #AHAAN EFHFHO
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Aolge #AAY Hx AFE WolEo R THPark et al,
2002). o]H g A4 =ste} #HH FSHY A5 diolA
BH 5 inhibin?] 3 $& Ao Add AeE FAHHSIA
o AAE 3 AMA Y P inhibin 747 RILE S oH
(DePaolo, 1987), H 7 o] 28] Fl AL ol g @4
o] Yehtci(Sherman ef al,, 1976). &2, GnRH #H] 9} =
49 Wz 9 A2 k3 #A 9 FSH A5 7198 &
< Al FAHEL.

iQO

Y4 3] T GnRH FH2| 43 2
9 #ol M) GnRH #H] #aE kghe] mE GnRH
o Zay wil e £y 7)o Aol A7l Al
71918k Aol ol gl proestrus A7) HH g 255 €A
EaAQl Ao Btk 1 FAR, wi S48 AH<
cfos¢k cjun®] EHel FL Fo vlg F9 A4 GnRH
Aol A §astA 7FA43HHLloyd et al, 1994; Rubin er
al, 1994). 53], AAsHE A1 238 (suprachiasmatic
nucleus, SCN)oll %3t d37] 24 2}(circadian pacemaker)
Z2H BuEE A7 selo]E Al 3¢l vasoactive intestinal
peptide(VIP) 2] =50 28 GnRH T3 ol| A 9] c-fos LHo]
4 FA 40% HT AT ARHJ =, o) YTV
2|59 ¥ GnRH {H5-0] $d o] % 7+Agel gk Adr o]
2 & $iKKrajnak er al, 2001). o}gfo] A)4sE GnRH
TH S FEE A e A HEEA £ A7 e
EEH AH kot FARAE JlEstdth

1. Glutamate

Glutamate = aspartate 9} &4 FFAZA A FHA5HA
e AR FEA ol A AgEFo|w,
B3] AAEHEo] 847 2o] E¥ o] ¢ltivan den Pol
et al., 1990; Brann & Mahesh, 1997). Glutamate &%=
A7 ionotropic 5-2A 9} metabotropic &4 Z U n, A
A& Al N-methyl-d-aspartate(NMDA), kainate, AMPA

FEAZ AEHSH, ol EF AASEoAM TdEH]
GnRH¢S} LHS| #1] 244 $23 982 F33thBrann
& Mahesh, 1997). =13 FHo| A1 2] glutamateol] 2|3t A]AH&}
- GnRHY| 4] ¢t HE & g2 #9 79 vuss 25
Fo8tA st on, ojo] LHe) #8] 9A foj3lA 7
23 THZuo et al., 1996; Gore et al., 2000). A A3}
219] glutamate 534 °FE(NMDARI1, NMDAR2a, NMDAR2b)
= HLEFHY sex steroide]l o3iA BEo] 2AH =,
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o}?&ﬂ(Zuo et al., 1996; Arias
, 1996; Gore et al., 2000 Gore, 2001).

2. 7|et 4B =HEHE

| Zol9l & A7 dgE2Q 29| ZANE)e| Y
E3RI(DA)o] LH #H & 2832 24 ¥ Yrh(Barra-
Clough & Wise, 1982; Barraclough, 1994). A]4+3H GnRH

THAE @-13 o2 FEA7F EASER Fhe Forlef
g AH A 2Ao] 7}58tHHosny & Jennes, 1998).
SREAE AF 12~14 719 B 39 97 A4sReN
NE®| 33} #4] 247t B35 9 tiMohankumar ef al.,
1994, 1995; Wise, 1984). 228, 7} Zobw A e o)
rat-limiting enzyme$l tyrosine hydroxylase(TH)2| A]/4}3}
FollAe Fao] g2 FH Fd 3 Abold Wt gl R
02 gol S Fohu Y AFY Astrks B Tast 4
4 =3t 348 GnRH-LH £¥] ol o 9% 7
A& A0 E BltiTemel ef al, 2002). 1), NES} DA
= NPY HeolE 248 & 97, NPYSe] AluA 2a
©% GnRHY LH EH]Z %d%o] B1EtHAllen et
al., 1987; Sahu & Kalra, 1998). 2 A 2 proestrus A17] &
3 879 A8 (arcuate nucleus, ARC)Z % Z§7](me-
dian eminence, ME)®] NPY %3 preproNPY mRNA
FE] 2 A va] ZFAFTE kstd FAdA NPY 4
o Ago]l Yetgdg v stti(Sahu & Kalra, 1998). utzh
A gkl Y2 NPY = ¥ Bt 4 A8kt
AA w5 #¥ P GnRH-LH 1] Asto] 7]odsts AL
2 34 ¥} VIPS NPYZL S84 A7 Helol=2 2g
3t Rl Hla] 23205 HE|E(EOP)= AL E
288 tH(Kalra, 1985). EOP+ proestrus A 7] GnRH #
of 283t EAQA dA d¥e =, LH £4¢ 7§ an-
tagonist¢! naloxone©| Wt naltrexone Al &3 7182
agonist¢] morphine * 2]ol 9]3] 7+A 3 tH(Petraglia ef al,
1986). A&7 02 estrus Al7Pe Hol= 2d BN
naloxone Foof gt LH F7t7t 412 ol v §<f3i)
7+ A8 h(Field & Kuhn, 1988). 12, §H24 © 2 nalox-
oneg FAE A4, U Ak x| FE] AEH es-
trus AEi7F 7170 A LH §53 #igs EAthField &
Kuhn, 1989). olulx A4 %3} 34 EOP 7]%9)
#3l= GnRH-LH #%5< A4dsted APHoE 104
sk ¢ AR 70l FAH = 7odste A
o2 Beirth
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3. Steroid E2& +ZHQ &MY XX
A2 k37t AN B3R o 2ERA
HlEo e A7 WEAY &34 whe A
UH(Tsai et al., 2004). o] 2|3} sex steroid®] LH 3% A A

FEASY wd P wsty dAEYG T #4549 4
AE, A4 sh sl A A4 9] anteroventral periven-
tricular region(AVPV), B 5 8(ventromedial nucleus, VMN)
123 ARCAlM ZZAX~HE 443 mRNAZ} 743 o]
B EQHMills ef al., 2002). N AEZA L3 (ER- o 9
ER-B) &d 9 A4 A4 ksl AN Was} gios 74
A% 24709 A o] Al2bA 3 (preoptic nucleus, PON)<
A ER-a E#o] 7+4313 YF7)9}F #AHE SCNojA Y
ER-§ @do] Algtzicte il Bt 9lthWilson ef al,
2002; Chakraborty et al., 2003). =3, A48 ¢ GnRH
Td €FAM ER-A7t ddge] HYEHYOHE, GnRH
B 289 71F0 2 o 2EZA] 9 ZF AANY
=2 £H S 53 11772 A2 ok JAEZAY]
AP AL 2AA R} EAste)Et 24 E 4 Y ok(Hrabovsky
et al., 2001; Kallo ef al., 2001). o]9o| & %32 o+ 283
3 9] sex steroid 44 S AZ L o}F o] 2yl2 <A
A JoruZ A 319} sex steroide] 9§ HHY 2AH <]
FBBAE AEe olgsl] AAME FF o B A7}
g s

4. QA 3 WHE SSieHoIMel SHAL W Hg)

0 A Fosex steroidE B Fd A9 2L AS
HMZE A2 d7lN 2¢ 87 Ha5A949) gonado-
tropin subunit®} GnRH &4 37 2do| 24847,
3o} & 4=8-F(orphan nuclear receptors)?l Nr5al(steroido-
genic factor-1, SF-1)¢} Nr5a2(liver receptor homologue-1)
7183 follistatin} inhibin subunit®] & 7+47} Uehdt}
(Zheng et al., 2007).

MAL L8] 170] 2

00
_?L

ke .
AFA ek AF o] Fo] 7kl Hs AR HAY 3} A
€ AdME AAe E
FECl o8tk JHER A4 wote] AT oA 714
Z¥

2 ofe2 A7

= A 44
ol ATE 717, d8 183 AuE 27EY. A 4
AP YAABE R F B2t S AT ol ¥ 5
Atk ) AE dE/EA TSGR FME
YAHOR dE 4L FEsHE FSH 457} Aeks Ay
TEE FE Ao TEio] Ak

1. FORKO M7 2d

@A Follitropin(=FSH) £ *0}2(FORKO) A=
TS EolH, dgo] S5 2 Asty GAEREY ¢
=2 FuE 4k vjs) "4 EX D AR Bule
A9 §lth(Dierich et al,, 1998; Danilovich er al., 2000). &
Znull F e A 27188 A&HQ dAEEA A9 9
A= 4F 3E2E E4S Uehlo] viwh, 2 o4, A8H
A Zell, AAEY 59 =3 AEH A ZAES 27
of Bolx=d, ol& kel A EoA T3 Yehs AF A
HAE3 s Akt Danilovich ef al, 2000; 2003).
°]Ad FORKO A# & st} #dg dA7os ggs 7
ol A5l SARE o) FF7]A49 #ALS A4 w3
Aol BAX Fog Ate] Aok F, FHHETY EQdo
(null or homozygous mutant) 7§ 2= A &) A4 =3} A
< HEtY B £ 9ok I gk, FSHo 93 x}2o]
FAGEE 4G YA E HAo] Laj=o] 24 2Y A
© 9E W EAA e 259 dave] #FdEdg
(Balla et al, 2003). &, A7} NZE T= 24 F 34|
GPEgFE TE ALE B

2. B M4F(Menopuase Mice) T4

%% A F(homozygous)?l FORKO A A sk ¢ o 84
H(heterozygous), & sthe] FSH -84 #AA7} &489
DA A wnA A 7159 At et ® 1 24
o AlZke] gt et Yehuh=d), o3 AxE w747
A5 949 A4 75 44 das fA 28 e 7
71 W&ol ‘H7 AF° 2} A3 Danilovich & Sairam, 2005).
AT 344 A7 AFE A2 79 ) 478 Bolw w
o] o} AL Abel 9] 7|Zko] il QAT wujt} LojA 6~83)
o] E445te] 715, S AL REHE F7171 BpHe A
HA 1270 €A e F7149& $d3] A4 3tDanilovich &
Sairam, 2002).

¥7 A# 9 G2t FORKO A7 9= g2 Z2AEEH A
T 3L = A dAe} FET i) o] % dAle
Aozt dojut A% 127030 98%9 WAy} A4EE
H, FAI716 A daolME A3 A% 349 daA g b



Dev. Reprod. Vol. 11, No. 1 (2007)

Aol 30% FEE BAsh, ST 2P E B
WA A4 58-& BF3cHDanilovich er al., 2000). 43 7
ML H73 A EF FSH & H4ET 70% F=
F7tste, LH && 100% o) F7HsH, JAEZ A5
ZEAZEE FEZ B v 50~60% 7HAsted Y
3 HAEXHE FES 4 oiH 300% ol The
(Danilovich et al., 2002). o]Xd FQ A2 E
A2 AR i $2E3 e
Bg, o7 AAE 44 kd A7) gue A
42 4 ek

A
g

Qb 5L

b 4>

1_4

L

3. AhR S0[% Mz od

Dioxin/aryl hydrocarbon =£4(AhR)E AH2) = Q)
FEA0 A DI W 2EEAT, AR BT
el FRtEE AYF7] A4dE FE3tHSwanson &
Bradfield, 1993; Valdez & Petroff, 2004). A% 2~2.571 €
A ¥7 AhR Fokx A= A2 5o ) A7 & Hole
o, 3~4We] AAF7|7F AHsd G KA oH R, 2
& % 24 BE9) EAlg 54 $52 ehirkAbbot ef al,
1999). 44 16958 AF 2~39 9 AhR FHols- AF 9 ¢
&t A3 BT dast 2 Aoyt f1AR, B e
Al g E(primordial follicle)E T ¥ AT Z=d B3 AL
5399 ol Al vld) 54% HE& A4 dE(antral
follicle) 7} &7 $THBenedict ef al, 2000). Wa}A AhRO|

gtE ASE AN 24 AZAAE AGE A4
£, 28 o]Fd e &Yy 48 283e 7|58 2E
ZALE BTk ¢4 AhR Folx AAE A& GEI} 77
ol A A% el % 3 EE%%% 8 A
A XA HI, O RS o AEZA A m) B b
T A HHo] BAA= —ff-‘?} l U o dri(Benedict et
al, 2003). AhR Zobg AF FAE Aurd oz A4 L3}
A4S 2 wyste XY E 27 9long Apd) HEs}
A5k, o} 7k AR A13.¢] 71554l i3t ARt BEsiT

& epgol gtk

L

SHEAE Ad 3 A7) B Az HE $He A
280 2 Fol ARt 4] e A4 w38l & 7 (menopause) >
B 5147 Alg FA= L U thvom Saal ef al., 1994).

= F9 o)F & do A A s 2R REQ

H(hormone replacement therapy, HRT)o] dg] A|EH Y
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9\ cH(Wise, 2006). 1816 HRTS o) 44 ais) Fits)
=09 5 ofe) BAYES A9 289 QS 3
she BN M Aze A8 el WA F5g0] )
o kAl A4 s HE AL ATS 39 ol
270412 744 HRT aaolu ehasol vd 3712 v
dtd ol 442 Aow Auw

-t
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