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<Table 1> Percentage of correct answer of knowledge toward the aged (N=101)
ltem n(%) M(SD)
Physical strength tends to decline in old age. 101(100.0)
Lung vital capacity tends to decline in old age. 97( 96.0)
The five senses all tend to weaken in old age. 95( 94.1)
Old people usually take longer to learn something new. 88( 87.1)
Older people tend to react slower than younger people. 88( 87.1)
The majority of old people have no interest in sexual relations. 83( 82.2)
The majority of old people have no capacity for sexual relations. 81( 80.2)
Older workers usually cannot work as effectively as younger workers. 64( 63.4)
The majority of old people(age 65+) are senile. 62( 61.4)
Over 50% of the aged are healthy enough to do their normal activities without help. 38( 37.6)
Aged drivers have fewer accidents per driver than those under age 65. 30( 29.7)
Older workers have fewer accidents than younger workers. 17( 16.8)
_____ Physical/Physiological 8.35(1.52)
The majority of old people are unable to adapt to change. 94( 93.1)
The majority of old people feel miserable most of the time. 44( 43.6)
Depression is more frequent among the elderly than among younger people. 25( 24.8)
Older people tend to become more religious as they age. 19( 18.8)
The majority of old people say they are seldom irritated or angry. 16( 15.8)
The majority of old people say they are seldom bored. 9 8.9)
Psychological 2.04(1.03)
The majority of old people are working or would like to have some kind of work to do. 79( 78.2)
Health and economic status of old people will be about the same or worse in the year 2010. 53( 52.5)
The majority of old people are socially isolated. 38( 37.5)
The majority of medical practitioners tend to give low priority to the aged. 36( 35.6)
In general, old people tend to be pretty much alike. 34( 33.7)
The majority of old people have incomes below the poverty line. 33( 32.7)
At least 5% of the aged are living in long-stay institutions. 13( 12.9)
Over 10% of the population are now age 65 or over. 5( 5.0)
Social/Familial 2.88(1.31)
Total 13.28(2.86)
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<Table 2> Mean score of attitudes toward the aged

(N=101)

items M(SD)
Positive
Foolish - Wise 5.04( 1.22)
Unkind - Kind 4.92( 1.28)
Untrustworthy - Trustworthy 4.83( 1.09)
Unfriendly - Friendly 4.78( 1.08)
Selfish - Generous 4.68( 1.41)
Bad - Good 4.63( 1.17)
Ignorant - Knowledgeable 4.46( 1.14)
Neutral
Intolerant - Tolerant 4.27( 1.48)
Pessimistic - Optimistic 4.03( 1.15)
Boring - Interesting 4.03( 1.27)
Inflexible - Flexible 3.76( 1.33)
Sad - Happy 3.65( 1.02)
Unattractive - Attractive 3.62( 1.17)
Untidy - Neat 3.60( 1.12)
Complaining - Uncomplaining 3.52( 1.29)
Negative
Unproductive - Productive 3.27( 1.11)
Inactive - Active 3.17( 1.28)
Dependent - Independent 3.10( 1.15)
Sick - Healthy 2.97( 1.15)
Conservative - Liberal 2.80( 1.13)

Total 79.14(14.51)
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<Table 3> Mean score of geriatric nursing education

needs (N=101)

Category M(SD)
Chronic pain 4.26(0.71)
Acute pain 4.11(0.82)
Comfort Social isolation 4.01(0.85)
Average 4.21(0.65)
Risk for falls 4.51(0.70)
Risk for aspiration 4.51(0.74)
Risk for infection 4.31(0.73)
Risk for trauma 4.29(0.77)
Risk for peripheral 4.27(0.81)

neurovascular dysfunction

Safety/protection Risk for injury 4.26(0.73)
Impaired skin integrity 4.15(0.84)
Risk for impaired skin integrity 4.13(0.80)
Impaired tissue integrity 4.11(0.78)
Hyperthermia 3.96(0.93)

Impaired oral mucous membrane 3.89(0.84)

Average 4.21(0.56)

Health promotion

Ineffective family therapeutic 4.11(0.78)
regimen management

Average 4.10(0.78)

Nutrition

Risk for deficient fluid volume 4.12(0.79)
Deficient fluid volume 4.10(0.85)

Imbalan

ced nutrition: Less than 4.09(0.81)

body requirements

Average 4.10(0.74)

Impaired urinary elimination 4.25(0.83)

Constipation 4.14(0.89)

. Urinary incontinence 4.10(0.79)
Elimination Urinari retention 3.98(0.87)
Bowel incontinence 3.96(0.91)

Average 4.08(0.74)

Depression 4.26(0.78)

Etcetera Impaired mobility 3.94(0.89)
Average 4.09(0.76)

Disturbed sleep pattern 4.23(0.84)

Ineffective breathing ventilation 4.01(0.87)

Activity/rest Impaired physical mobility 3.99(0.80)
Self-care deficit 3.90(0.88)

Risk for activity intolerance 3.90(0.80)
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{Table 3> Mean score of geriatric nursing education

needs(continued) (N=101)
Category M(SD)
Activity intolerance 3.81(0.82)
Activity/rest Fatigue 3.42(0.94)
Average 3.89(0.61)
Fear 3.86(0.90)
Coping Anxiety 3.86(0.87)
Average 3.86(0.86)
Ineffective role performance 3.78(0.83)
. . Caregiver role strain 3.76(0.82)
Role relationships Riskgfor caregiver role strain 3.68&0.77)
Average 3.74(0.74)
Disturbed sensory perception 3.96(0.81)
Perception/ Impaired verval communication 3.80(0.78)
cognition Deficient knowledge 3.47(0.83)
Average 3.74(0.67)
Low self-esteem 3.76(0.89)
Self-perception Powerlessness 3.70(0.88)
Average 3.73(0.84)
. . Noncompliance 3.42(0.80)
Life principles Averagep 3.41(0.80)
Total average 4.00(0.51)
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<{Table 4> Correlative relationship between knowledge
and attitudes toward the aged

(N=101)

Variable

Knowledge

Attitudes
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to investigate the nurses' knowledge and attitudes toward the aged and
geriafric nursing education needs in geriatric hospitals. Method: The research design was a descriptive study. Data
was collected from 101 nurses working in five geriatric hospitals in D city using structured questionnaires. Result:
The mean score of geriatric hospital nurses' knowledge toward the aged was 13.28. The mean score of geriatric
hospital nurses' attitudes toward the aged was 79.14. The mean score of geriatric hospital nurses' nursing education
needs was 4.00. The correlation between geriatric hospital nurses' knowledge and attitudes toward the aged showed
a significant positive value(r=.396, p<.01). According to the above results, the nurses' knowledge toward the aged
was high, the attitude was neutral, and the nursing education needs was high. Conclusion: There is a nced to
develop continuing education programs to increase knowledge and positive attitudes and to apply these programs
routinely to maintain and reinforce the nurses' knowledge and attitudes.
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