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Special Technician Jeong Woo—-tae's
Activity and Role in the Governmental
Construction Works during the Reign of
King Jeong-jo and King Sun—jo of the

Joseon Dynasty

Kim, Dong-Uk
(Kyonggi University)

Abstract

Jeong Woo-tae(?-1809) was a military official who had worked as
Byeol-Gan-Yeok in the governmental construction works during the late 18th
century through the early 19th century. Byel-Gan-Yeok, literally a special
technician, was an official post in the governmental construction works that
carries specific technical tasks from the mid 18th century. Over 30 years,
Jeong Woo-tae had devoted himself in the construction of wvarious royal
tombs, city walls, and palace buildings. He showed superb and various
techniques in the works of stone carving and architectural details. After
finishing the construction of the tomb of King Jeong-jo's father successfully,
he was appointed as a governor of a rural town. Being on duty of the
governor, he used to participate in the construction works as a technician. He
also made a couple of innovative devices in the field of construction, like a
carrying apparatus, Byel-Nok-No. His works secured the setting up of the
post of Byel-Gan-Yeok in the governmental construction system in the 19th
century. But his technical achievement remained as his own private works
rather than developing to the universal growth of the craftsmen’s skill. This
might be a limitation of the Byel-gan-Yeok's role, whose position was
remained in the midway between official and craftsman.

Keywords : construction supervisor, craftsman, technician, military official,
building technique
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