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A Study on the Supply System of Iron
Materials and the Tools in Government
Constructions in the Late of Joseon Dynasty

Lee, Kweon-Yeong
(Associate Professor, Tongmyong University)
Kim, Wang-Jik
(Assistant Professor, Myungji University)

Abstract

Since the 17th century, the society of Joseon dynasty belongs to a period of rapid
transition in many fields. As the building is a result to be produced on the basis of a society
and economy, the general transition in a society is to be reflected into a process of building
construction. Especially, a study on the material supply system of economic base in a process
of building construction is one of very important factors in an understanding or estimate of a
building. On the premise, this paper is to examine the supply system of iron materials and
the tools in the construction of the government managed buildings in the late of Joseon
dynasty on a viewpoint of productivity. Construction reports and other documents in those
days are examined for the study.

Following conclusions have been reached through the study. 1) The general supply method
of iron materials for a large-scale government construction was based on 'byulgong’, that is,
a kind of tribute. 2) Various methods were selected in the supply method of iron materials
for government use in the late of Joseon dynasty. The priority order of choice in its
government policy was put on an easiness of amount security, on a minimum of expenditure,
and on an efficiency of construction execution. 3) The manufacturing technique of weaponry
was used in the production method of iron materials and the tools for government use. The
cooperation of the official, the army, and the merchant had improved the manufacturing

technique of building construction.

Keywords : the Late of Joseon Dynasty, Government Constructions,
Iron Materials, Iron Tools, Euigue(Construction Reports)
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