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A Study on Space-Divisional Meaning

of Stone Entrance Stairs in Bulguksa

Youm, Jung-Seop
(Department of Philosophy an instructor, Dongguck University)

Abstract

Bulguk Temple, one of the national temples, sublimated the high formalism
and symbolism into lovely art, and thus be called the pinnacle of Korean
architecture. Of many characteristic structures of Bulguk Temple, the stone
stereobate and stairs have a great importance in that we can read out the
purpose of the architect through their relics. Especially, the stone stairs are
noteworthy for they structuralize the intentional space division.

The objects of this observation are Yeonwhagyo and Chilbogyo bridges at
the entrance of Keungnakjeon precinct, and Cheongwoongyo and Baekwoongyo
stairs at the entrance of Daewoongjun precinct. All these relics are the
structures that divide the precinct areas on the basis of Buddhist theory and
have strong symbolic meanings as well. Although the diverse studies have
made on the structures, there are many insufficient aspects for the
manifestation of the meanings.

In this study, I considered the Buddhist dogmatic meanings of the structures
in the formalistic view of the Buddhist architecture. The study was proceeded
in the way that the establishments of former studies were fully reflected in it.
Through the study, I could confirm that the objects of consideration have the
double formalistic meanings and they are strongly structuralizing the
symbolism.

Keywords : Formalism, Double Structure, Space-dividing, Yeonwhagyo and
Chilbogyo bridges, Cheongwoongyo and Baekwoongyo stairs
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