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Reliability and Validity Tests of Patient Classification System
Based on Nursing Intensity

Kim, Eun Hye" - Park, Jung Ho?

1) Seoul National University Hospital, 2) The Emeritus Professor, Department of Nursing, Seoul National University

Purpose: This study is to verify the validity and reliability of classified items and criteria of the patient
classification system(PCS) based on Park's definition of nursing intensity. Methods: An expert group of 8 persons
verified the content validity of the tools. The 1817 inpatients at a tertiary hospital in Seoul, Korea were classified
into 4 groups according to two tools for verifying concurrent validity and interraters' reliability. These verifications
were performed from September to October, 2004. Results: Nursing domains of the tools have been divided into
12 items: hygiene, nutrition, elimination, & activity, education & counseling, emotional support,
communication & consciousness, treatment & examination, medication, measurement & observation, coordination of
multidisciplinary team, admission & discharge & transfer management. Content validity was verified by the content
validity index(above 0.75 in all 12 areas). Interraters' reliability was no significant difference in the results of the
patient classification between the two raters(A group 93.75%. B group 88.24%). Concurrent validity was also
verified by the agreement of two tools(73.7%). Conclusion: These results showed that the reliability and validity of
the PCS based on the nursing intensity were verified. These will use an data for nursing productivity in the
future.
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