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ABSTRACT : Sex determination and sex differentiation are influenced by genotype in many gonochoristic fish. Cytochrome
P450 aromatase (CYP19) is the terminal enzyme in steridogenic pathway that converts androgens into estrogens. In this
study, partial fragments of aromatase genes (ovarian aromatase, P450aromA and brain aromatase, P450aromB) were cloned
and sequenced in Korean rockfish (Sebastes schlegeli), and gene specific primers were designed based on their sequences.
Using these primers, aromatase gene expression during sex differentiation was investigated by RT-PCR. Expression of these
aromatase genes were detected both in the head and body parts at 35 dab (days after birth). The number of fish that ex-
pressed the aromatase genes decreased at 52 dab, implying down-regulation of these genes. However, these genes were
expressed at 59 dab in almost all fish studied here. The expression patterns of both genes are similar throughout the
investigated period except for 45 dab where the expression of P450aromB was detected in more fish than that of
P450aromA both in the head and body parts. Timing of sex differentiation in this species has been shown to be at around
50~65 dab by histological analysis. However, the results from this study suggest that sex differentiation of rockfish may
take place 1~2 weeks earlier than the period proposed previously. The results also suggest that the mechanism of sex
differentiation in viviparous fish may be similar to that in oviparous fish in terms of the importance of aromatase action
during the critical period.

Key words : Aromatase, Gene expression, Brain, Ovary, Sex differentiation, Viviparous, Rockfish, Sebastes schlegeli.
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Fao gk AFe o] FolAA Xatginh. dAolFAN =
aromatase (cytochrome P450 aromatase, CYP19)2= &4
7 EAFS] ol =11719 AjelM ZHRE SEEE
o] #¥ & st AEgE E 2 HNTIE AR &
d3tth= F3(Kitano et al., 2000; Kwon et al., 2000;
Kwon et al., 2001; Kwon et al., 2002)°] A|A1E u} 2t} =,
aromatase= AWollA H2EEolE s229 A F=
o #odsle] 343 2 (androgens)S AHd 52 (estrogens)
o7 AN E 9&S s, AE3 7|7k aromatase
FAAFe] W& o] Z7}8PH (Up-regulation, A4H2 91 3733}
oA XX GAAE 7H AN A #EE) 2 A= GAe
2 #3151, 7HA- =W (Down-regulation, 2¢1 745}
A XYQAAE 71 JRAol M BEg) FA0E F3ket
(Kwon et al., 2001).
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Piferrer, 2004). o 9] = Wizo}o] 9= A G714 she] aro-
matase A AFgko] HAE Q1Tk(ljiri et al., 2003).

ol’de] ATFEL B B F< tilapia (Kwon et al.,
2000, 2001, 2002), zebrafish (Kishida & Callard, 2001) &
3} &4k FAJ ol 79l flounder (Kitano et al., 2000), Japanese
eel (ljiri et al., 2003), sea bass (Blazquez & Piferrer, 2004)
T WAeE JAPEAoH, it ol Fel e A=
obal X E b itk webA, B AFox e ik iR
o] zEere] 27] A5 HA F aromatased FLAE
8+3]7] 913}ed, o] o] 44 2H o2 HE PAS0aromASt
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23] 52 P450aromAS} P450aromBe] o17]
sfo}
22 ob7 3r1](598+119 g)ZHE 1A(1.7620.9 g,
n]A<)E 223k 3 guanidium thiocyanate-phenol-chloro-
form *}'H(TRI Reagent, MRC Inc.)©.Z total RNAS F+&
3}tk dojA total RNAS DNase (RQL RNase-Free DNase,
Promega) 2 #2]35}e] genomic DNAZS A AslYoH, 1 &
oligo (dT):s primer (Promega)$} M-MLV reverse transcrip-
tase (Promega)E ©]-8-3}< ©] total RNAZFE cDNAE &
A8ttt 18]3 Reverse Transcription Polymerase Chain
Reaction (RT-PCR) 7|%S &-83}4] o] cDNAZYE %3
£-2} P450aromAS} P450aromBe] F-52 @7|MES ghet
st

%322 P450aromA 2 P450aromBe] FE& &) AR
3 PCR primerg2 ojn] 8137 €} o]FE<] P450aromA
(orange-spotted grouper, Epinephelus coioides; red-spotted
grouper, E. akaara; European sea bass, Dicentrarchus lab-
rax; barramundi perch, Lates calcarifer; black sea bream,

Acanthopagrus schlegelii)=2 P450aromB (European sea
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bass, D. labrax; orange-spotted grouper, E. coioides; red-
spotted grouper, E. akaara; Atlantic halibut, Hippoglossus
hippoglossus; Nile tilapia, Oreochromis niloticus; medaka,
Oryzias latipes; rainbow trout, Oncorhynchus mykiss; Mo-
zambique tilapia, O. mossambicus)E<] F71MES vl &
A B RERTL 2 GUIAE TS E85td Al
Zbel A ti(Table 1). 1831 A2 primers 23 &2 A
24= cDNAE o|§3t] 4#9] PCRE A 33t5ith. PCRO]
A3 Tag DNA polymerase 3 92 A|9FS Takara A3
S AH8-819.2H, thermocycler= T-gradient model (Biometra)
o]3it}. PCR R3]34 pre-denaturation 5%(94C) 18] 1
A2l 34 cycled] denaturation (94T, 1), Annealing
(50~58T, 30%), extention (72°C, 11)¢] Z=o]gloH, Bo.
2 6%7+9] post-extention time (72°C)o] 0% th. PCR A
&2 1% agarose gel (in TBE buffer with ethidium bro-
mide, EtBr)S AF&-3la] #7153 3 Image analysis sys-
tem (Kodak)S ©]&3te] £33}t

4 F o el £3k= 2719 PCR A4 &5+ Wizard
SV-Gel and PCR clean-up system (Promega)= ©]-&3}] 4
Ak U, T-vector (0GEM-T easy vector, Promega)$} li-
gationA|# 1L, o] ligation RH-&-&& ©]&3te] 1 && IM109
competent cells (Promega)S 33 AA A 32 HH
A|3EE-2 X-Gal (5-bromo-4-chloro-3-indolyl- 3-D-galactopy-
ranoside) ¥} IPTG (isopropyl- 3-D-1-thiogalactopyranoside) 1
21 ampicilin (Sigma)o] H7He Hou)=] Aol 1247
Hj ks AT Bl &F Sol= 54 E white colony2] A|XEE A
HJZ]Q1 LB-broth (Difco)ollA] THA] v ke th2- plasmid DNA
£ FZ3}9 (plasmid isolation kit, Roche), 7 G714 ¥E&

Table 1. Primers for PCR cloning of aromatase gene fragments
from Korean rockfish Sebastes schlegeli

Aromatase Primer sequence (5 —3")

Forward 1 (F1) 5-ACAGCCAGCAACTACTACAACAA-3
Forward 2 (F2) 5-AGATGGTGATTGCAGCACCAGAC-3'
Reverse 1 (R1) 5-GTCTGGTGCTGCAATCACCATCT-3'
Reverse 2 (R2) 5-CTGGGAGAGGTTGTTGGTCTG-3
Reverse 3 (R3) 5-GCTGCTATCACCATCTCCA-3'
Reverse 4 (R4) 5-CGCATGGTGAAGTCCACCA-3'
Reverse 5 (R5) 5-CATCATCACCATGGCGATG-3'

A3 o] HAHE Fsto] Betet A7IMEES Gen-
Bank database (NCBI)oll = THE o]%E2] aromatase gene
A71XE2} v wsh.

Zy)E-ek 83} 717+ £ P450aromA 2 P450aromB

23} 34 = P450aromAS} P450aromB2]
L Q3l, 718 o] oJF] HE AV|Z 4
H A% 50~65% #(days after birth, dab) (Lee et al., 1996;
Kwon et al., 2006) 2.t} 20~309 A= wWE A5 35 dabF-
E]9] ]0]2 A}S8PHA 35, 45, 52 183l 59 dabell Z+zt
1074 RS2 Fohdlo] BA43t AFole Uy &
AYE AL 2o bR ES B9 AR, A sl
g P2 FFEATh ARSIt Hole 9 33] EAAA
o, PWi4E 1658+23C, Hi FEEE 33.4+£1.0%2
FASA 40 ALEH AFoje A7]= 35 dabol A
0.24+0.08 g, A% 25.3045.90 mm, 45 dabdll A% 0.40+
0.12 g, A% 30.60+3.62 mm, 52 dabell A% 0.550.16 g,
27 35.10+3.39 mm, 59 daboll #|Z 1.06+0.27 g, A4 41.50+
3.72 mm3th 7 IHW A5 Fohd T 7|5 £33}
3= vk dry iceZ 754 WEAIA 70T Bttt

522 4
2 243

x
2}
S FHOE Addstel S 2T veFEG AHLE X
g =

o2 Yol 7t B0 ZHE total RNAS

CGCTGCACCGTAGTCGACAT-3, reverse: 5-GCGATCA
CCATCTCCAACAC-3', product size 430 bp)<} P450aromB
(forward: 5'-GATGGTGATTGCAGCACAAG-3, reverse: 5-
TTCATCATCACCATGGCGAT-3', product size 330 bp)<]
gene specific primers2 & A4 Fetdt o] FHAES]
A7 LGS Fgsto] AZEAet thE FAAKinternal con-
trol gene)Z+ actin (GenBank database accession number:
Y18689)S ©]--3F% thactin primer forward: 5-AATCGTG
CGTGACATCAAGG-3, reverse: 5*-AGTATTTACGCTCA-
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Fig. 1. Total RNA for RT-PCR analysis was extracted from the
head part (A) and body part (B) of Korean rockfish
Sebastes schlegeli sampled during sex differentiation.
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GGRGGG-3', product size 392 bp). PCR A4 &S M43
vhol 7+o] 1% agarose gel (in TBE buffer with EtBr)S- A}
83t A7]953F T Image analysis system (Kodak)2- ©]
B3,
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%952 P450aromAS} P450aromBe] -

A
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zv2ee] T aromatase FrAAE S GHS
Table 19] primers$ F1-R1, F1-R3, F1-R4, F2-
F2-R52 %35l RT-PCRS 283191,
agarose gel’dolx A7) 5ate] 2 kstATh
F1-R3, F2-R29|A= o) 2}st 3719] DNA ZZ 2

g 4 fi%len, F1-R4, F2-R59A o3t =7
DNA THHE(468 bp, 985 bp)S Hojwltt o] &
PGEM-T easy vector$} JM109 competent cellg ©

Fﬂu

cloningsle] Q71N ES 45k A3, 985 bpe] DNA T
2 g} 0]Z9) P450aromAT E& YA EE H YO (Fig. 2),

468 bp ©H9] A7]1ME-L B o|F2 P450aromB =2 2
HATHFig. 3). 985 bp TH| A7 L3} g 0% 9
P450aromA 971X €9 UX %= red-spotted grouperol A
919% (AY547354), orange-spotted groupercll A 90% (AY510711),
seabream, Sparus aurataci|*] 88% (AF399824), Nile tilapiacll
A1 85% (U72071), Mozambicue tilapial 4] 85% (AF135851)
Atk wheb 2w Eehe] WA cDNAYA 4L 985 bp] &
71 g P450aromAZ T ATt $H, 468 bp T 9

A=E

of.

WAl 414

FN

S.gnu 1i— GAGTGTGATGTATCGACTCACTATAGGGCGAATTGGGCCCGACGTCGCATGCTC 54
A.gnu  241:ACACAGACAAGAAAACTGTGCCAGGTCCGTCTTTCTGTCTGGGTTTGGGGCCACTTCTGT 300
C.gnu  241:ACACAGACAAGAAAACTGTGCCAGGTCCGTCTTTCTGTCTGGGTTTGGGGCCACTTCTGT 300
C.gnu 197 : ACACGGACAAGAAAATTGTGCCAGGTCCTTCTTTCTGTTTGGGTTTGGGCCCACTTCTGT 256
M.gnu  196:ACACGGACAAGAAAATTGTGCCAGGTCCTTCTTTCTGTTTGGGTTTGGGCCCACTTCTGT 255
A.gnu  227:GCATGGAGAAGAAATCTGTACCAGGCCCTTCTTTCTGTCTGGGCTTGGGGCCACTTCTGT 286

55:CCGGCCGCCATGGCGGCCGCGGGAATTCGATTACAGCCAGCAACTACTACAACAACAAGT 114
301:CATACGTGAGGT TCATCTGGACTGGCATAGGCACAGCCAGCAACTACTACAACAACAAGT 360
301:CATATGTGAGGT TCATCTGGACTGGCATAGGCACAGCCAGCAACTACTACAACAACAAGT 360
257 :CATATCTGAGATTTATCTGGACTGGCATAGGCACAGCCAGCAACTACTACAATAACAAGT 316
256: CATATCTGAGATTTATCTGGACTGGCATAGGCACAGCCAGCAACTACTACAATAACAAGT 315
287 : CATATCTGAGATTCAGCTGGACCGGCATCGGCACAGCCAGCAACTACTACAACAAGAAGT 346

S.gnu
A.gnu
C.gnu
C.gnu
M.gnu
A.gnu

115: ACGGAGACATTGTGAGAGTGTGGATCAACGGAGAGGAGACCCTCATACTCAGCAGGGCAT 174
361: ATGGAGACATTGTGAGAGTCTGGATCAATGGAGAGGAGACACTCATACTCAGCAGGGCAT 420
361: ATGGAGACATTGTGAGAGTCTGGATCAATGGAGAGGAGACACTCGTACTCAGTAGGGCAT 420
317: ATGGAGACATTGTTAGAGTCTGGATCAACGGAGAAGAAACGCTCATACTAAGCAGATCTT 376
316: ATGGAGACATTGT TAGAGTCTGGATCAACGGAGAAGAGACGCTCATACTAAGCAGATCTT 375
347 : ATGGAGACATGGTCAGAGTCTGGATCAATGGAGAGGAAACCCTCATCCTCAGCAGGGCAT 406

S.gnu
A.gnu
C.gnu
C.gnu
M.gnu
A.gnu

175:CAGCGGTGCACCATGTGCTGAAGAATGGACATTACACTTCACGTTTTGGGAGCAAGCAGG 234
421:CAGCGGTGCACCACGTACTAAAAAACGGGAATTACACGTCACGTTTTGGGAGCAAGCAGG 480
421:CAGCGGTGCACCACGTACTAAAAAATGGGAATTACACGTCACGTTTTGGGAGCAAGCAGG 480
377 : CAGCAGTGCACCATGTGCTGAAGAACGGAAACTATACTTCACGTTTTGGGAGCATCCAGG 436
376: CAGCAGTGCACCATGTGCTGAAGAACGGAAACTATACTTCACGTTTTGGGAGCATCCAGG 435
407 : CAGCTGTGCACCACGTTCTGAAGAGCGGACAGTACACGTCACGGTTCGGGAGCAGACAGG 466

S.gnu
A.gnu
C.gnu
C.gnu
M.gnu
A.gnu

235: GACTGAGCTGCGTCGGCATGAATGAGAGAGGCATCATATTCAACAACAACGTCACTCTGT 294
481: GACTGAGCTGCATCGGCATGAACGAGAGAGGCATCATATTCAACAACAACGTGGAGCTGT 540
481: GACTGAGCTGCATCGGCATGAACAAGAGAGGCATCATATTCAACAACAACGTGGAGCTGT 540
437 : GACTGAGCTACCTCGGCATGAACGAGAGAGGCATCATATTCAACAACAACGTAACTCTGT 496
436: GACTGAGCTGCCTCGGCATGAACGAGAGAGGCATCATATTCAACAACAACGTAACTCTGT 495
467 : GACTCAGCTGCATCGGCATGAACGAGAGAGGCATCATATTTAACAACAACGTGACCCTGT 526

S.gnu
A.gnu
C.gnu
C.gnu
M.gnu
A.gnu

295: GGAAAAAGATACGCACCTACTTCACCAAAGCCCTGACAGGTCCGGGCTTGCAACAGACAG 354
541: GGAAAAAGATTCGCACCTACTTCTCCAAAGCCCTGACAGGTCCAGGCTTGCAGCAGAGAG 600
541: GGAAAAAGATTCGCACCTACTTCTCCAAAGCCCTGACAGGTCCGGGCTTGCAGCAGAGAG 600
497 : GGAAAAAGATACGCACCTATTTTGCTAAAGCTCTGACAGGGCCAAATTTGCAGCAGACCG 556
496 GGAAAAAGATACGCACCTATTTTGCTAAAGCTCTGACAGGCCCAAATTTGCAGCAGACGG 555
527 : GGAAAAAGATACGCACCTATTTCACCAAAGCCCTGACCGGCCCCAGCCTGCAGCAGACGG 586

S.gnu
A.gnu
C.gnu
C.gnu
M.gnu
A.gnu

355: TGGAGGTCAGCGTCTCCTCCACACAGACTCATCTGGACGACCTGGACAGTTTGGCTCATG 414
601: TGGAGGTCAGTGTCTCCGCCACACAGACTCACCTGGACGACCTGGACGGTTTGGGTCATG 660
601: TGGAGGTCAGTGTCTCCGCCACACAGACTCACCTGGACGACCTGGACGGTTTGGGTCATG 660
557 : TGGATGTTTGCGTCTCCTCCATACAGGCTCACCTGGACCACCTGGACAGCCTGGGACACG 616
556: CGGATGTTTGCGTCTCCTCCATACAGGCTCACCTGGACCACCTGGACAGCCTGGGACACG 615
587 : TGGAGATCTGCGTCTCCTCCACGCAGACTCACCTCGACAACCTGGACGTCTTGGATCAGG 646

S.gnu
A.gnu
C.gnu
C.gnu
M.gnu
A.gnu

415:TGGATGTCCTCAGTCTGCTGCGCTGCACCGTAGTCGACATCTCCAATAGACTCTTCCTGG 474
661:TGGATGTCCTTAGTTTGCTGCGCTGCACCGTGGTCAAGATCTCCAACAGACTCTTCCTGG 720
661:TGGATGTCCTCAGTTTGCTGCGCTGCACCGTGGTCAAGATCTCCAACAGACTCTTCCTGG 720
617: TTGATGTCCTCAATTTGCTGCGCTGCACCGTGCTGGAGATCTCTAACAGACTCTTCCTGA 676
616: TTGATGTCCTCAATTTGCTGCGCTGCACCGTGCTGGAGATCTCTAACCGACTCTTCCTGG 675
647 : TGGATGTCCTCAGTTTGCTGCGCTGCACCGTGGTAGACATCTCCAACAGACTGTTCCTGG 706

S.gnu
A.gnu
C.gnu
C.gnu
M.gnu
A.gnu

475:GCGTACCTGTCAATGAAAAAGAGCTGCTGCTGAAGATTCAGACATATTTTGACACGTGGC 534
721: ATGTACCTGTCAATGAAAAAGAACTGCTGCTGAAGATCTTCAAGTATTTTGACACATGGC 780
721: ATGTACCTGTCAGTGAAAAAGAACTGCTGCTGAAGATCCTCAAGTATTTTGACACATGGC 780
677 : ACGTACCTCTCAATGAGAAAGAGCTGATGCTGAAGATTCAAAAGTATTTTCACACATGGC 736
676: ACGTACCTCTCAATGAGAAAGAGCTGATGCTGAAGATTCAAAAGTATTTTCACACATGGC 735
707 : ATACACCTGTGGATGAGAAAGAGCTGCTGCTGAAGATCCAGAAGTATTTTGACACTTGGC 766

S.gnu
A.gnu
C.gnu
C.gnu
M.gnu
A.gnu

535: AGACTGTGCTGATCAAACCAGACGTTTACTTCAAGT TTAACTGGATTCACCAGAGGCACA 594
781:AGACTGTGTTGATCAAACCTGACGTCTACTTCAAGT TTGACTGGATTCACCAGAGGCACA 840
781:AGACTGTGTTGATCAAACCTGACGTCTACTTCAAGT TTGACTGGATTCACCAGAGGCACA 840
737 : AGGATGTGCTTATCAAACCTGACATCTACT TCAAGT TCAGGTGGATTGACCACAGGCACA 796
736: AGGATGTGCTTATCAAACCTGACATCTACT TCAAGT TCGGCTGGATTGACCACAGGCACA 795
767 : AGACTGTGCTGATCAAACCAGACATTTACTTCAAGT TCGGCTGGATTCACCAGAGGCACA 826

S.gnu
A.gnu
C.gnu
C.gnu
M.gnu
A.gnu

595 : AGACAGCAGCCCAGGAGCTTCAAGACGCCATAGAGAGTCTTGTGGAGCAGAAGAGGAGAG 654
841: AGACAGCAGCCCAGGAGCTGCAAGACGCCATAGAAAGTCTTGTAGAGCAGAAGAGGAGAG 900
841: AGACAGCAGCCCAGGAGCTGCAAGACGCCATAGAAAGTCTTGTAGAGCAGAAGAGGAGAG 900
797 : AGACAGCAACCCAGGAGTTACAAGATGCCATTAAACGTCTTGTAGATCAAAAGAGGAAAA 856
796 AGACAGCAACCCAGGAGTTACAAGATGCCATTAAACGTCTTGTAGATCAAAAGAGGAAAA 855
827 : AGGCTGCAGCCCAGGAGCTGCAGGATGCCATAGAAAGCCTTGTCGAGCAGAAGAGGAGAG 886

S.gnu
A.gnu
C.gnu
C.gnu
M.gnu
A.gnu

655: ATATTGAGCAGGCAGATAAACTGGATAACATCAACTTCACCGCCGAGCTCATATTTGCAC 714
901: ACATGGAGCAGGCAGATAAGCTCGATAACATCAACTTCACTGCAGAGCTCATATTTGCAC 960
901 : ACATGGAGCAGGCAGATAAGCTCGATAACATCAACTTCACTGCAGAGCTCATATTTGCAC 960
857 : ATATGGAGCAGGCAGATAAGCTGGACAACATCAACT TCACGGCAGAGCTCATATTTGCAC 916
856 ATATGGAGCAGGCAGATACGCTGGACAACATCAACTTCACGGCAGAGCTCATATTTGCAC 915
887 : ATATGGAGCAGGCTGATAAACTGGACAACATCAACTTCACTGCAGAGCTCATATTCGCAC 946

S.gnu
A.gnu
C.gnu
C.gnu
M.gnu
A.gnu

Fig. 2. Alignment of Korean rockfish S. schlegeli P450aromA
partial sequence with sequences of P450aromAs from
other fish species. S. S: rockfish (S. schlegeli), E. A: red-
spotted grouper (E. akaara), E. C: orange-spotted grouper
(E. coioides), O. C: Nile tilapia (O. niloticus), O. M:
Mozambique tilapia (O. mossambicus), S. A: seabream
(S. aurata).
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S.gnu  715:AGAACCACGGCGAGCTGTCTGCGGAGAATGTGAGGCAGTGTGTGTTGGAGATGGTGATCG 774
A.gnu 961:AGAACCATGGTGAACTGTCTGCAGAGAACGTGAGGCAGTGCGTGCTGGAGATGGTGATAG 1020
C.gnu  961:AGAACCATGGTGAACTGTCTGCAGAGAACGTGAGGCAGTGCGTGCTGGAGGTGGTGATCG 1020
C.gnu 917 :AAAACCACGGTGAGCTGTCTGCTGAGAATGTGACGCAGTGCGTGCTGGAGATGGTGATCG 976
M.gnu  916:AAAACCACGGTGAGCTGTCTGCTGAGAATGTGACGCAGTGCGTGCTGGAGATGGTGATTG 975
A.gnu 947 : AGAACCACGGCGAACTGTCGGCAGAGAATGTGAGGCAGTGTGTGCTGGAGATGGTGATCG 1006

S.gnu  775:CAGCACCAGACACTCTGTCCATCAGCCTCTTTTTCACACTGCTGCTCCTCAAACAGAATC 834
A.gnu 1021:CAGCACCAGACACCCTGTCCATCAGCCTCTTCTTCATGCTGCTGCTCCTCAAAGAGAATC 1080
C.gnu 1021:CAGCACCAGACACCCTGTCCATCAGCCTCTTCTTCATGCTGCTGCTCCTCAAACAGAATC 1080
C.gnu  977:CAGCTCCGGACACTCTGTCCCTCAGTCTCTTCTTCATGCTTCTGCTCCTCAAACAAAACC 1036
M.gnu  976:CAGCTCCGGACACTCTGTCCCTCAGTCTCTTCTTCATGCTTCTGCTCCTCAAACAAAACC 1035
A.gnu 1007 : CAGCACCAGACACTCTGTCCATCAGCCTCTTCTTCATGCTGCTGCTGCTCAAACAGCATC 1066

S.gnu  835:CAGATGTGGAGCTGCAGCTGCTTCAGGAGATAGACACTGCTGTAGGTGAGAGACCGCTCC 894
A.gnu 1081:CAGATGTGGAGCTGCAGCTGCTCCAGGAGATAGACACCGTTGTAGGTGAGAGAGAGCTTC 1140
C.gnu 1081:CAGATGTGGAGCTGCAGCTGCTGCAGGGGATAGACACCGTTGTAGGTGAGAGACAGCTTC 1140
C.gnu 1037 : CGCACGTGGAGCCGCAGCTGCTACAGGAGATAGACGCTGTTGTGGGTGAGAGACAGCTTC 1096
M.gnu 1036: CGCACGTGGAGCCGCAGCTGCTACAGGAGATAGACGCTGTTGTGGGTGAGAGACAGCTTC 1095
A.gnu 1067 : CGGACGTGGAGCTGCAGCTGCTGCAGGAGATAGACACAGTTATCGGTGAGAGGCAGCTTC 1126

S.gnu  895:AGAACGGGGACCTTCAGAAACTGCAGGTGCTGGAGAGCTTCATCAAGGAATGCTTGCGCT 954
A.gnu 1141:AGAACGCTGACCTTCAAAAGCTGCAGGTGCTGGAGAGCTTCATCAACGAATGCTTGCGCT 1200
C.gnu 1141:AGAATGGTGACCTTCAAAAGCTGCAGGTGCTGGAGAGCTTCATCAACGAATGCTTGCGCT 1200
C.gnu 1097 : AGAACCAGGATCTTCACAAGCTGCAGGTGATGGAGAGCTTCATCTACGAATGCTTGAGCT 1156
M.gnu 1096 : AGAACCAGGATCTTCACAAGCTGCAGGTGATGGAGAGCTTCATCTACGAAATGTTGCGCT 1155
A.gnu 1127 : AGAACGGGGACCCTCAGAAGCTGCATGTGCTGGAGAGCTTCATCAACGAGTGCCTGCGGT 1186

S.gnu  955:TCCCCCTGTGGTGGACTCACCATGCCGGACA 985
A.gnu 1201:TCCACCCCGTGGTGGACTTCACCATGCGTCGAGCCCTGTCTGATGACATCATAGATGGCT 1260
C.gnu 1201:TCCACCCCGTGGTGGACTTCACCATGCGTCGAGCCCTGTCTGATGACATCATAGATGGCT 1260
C.gnu 1157 :TCCACCCAGTGGTGGACTTCACCATGCGTCGAGCCCTGTCTGATGACATCATAGAAGGCT 1216
M.gnu 1156:TCCACCCAGTGGTGGACTTCACCATGCGTCGAGCCCTGTCTGATGACATCATAGAAGGCT 1215
A.gnu 1187:TCCACCCTGTGGTGGACTTCACCATGCGCCGAGCTTTGTCTGATGACATCATAGACGGCT 1246
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A.gnu 1021:GCTTATCTTTGCTCAGAACGTCGGAGAGCT TTCGGCAGATAACGTCAGGCAGTGCGTGCT 1080
C.gnu 1012:GCTTATCTTTGCTCAGAATGTCGGAGAGCT TTCGGCAGATAACGTCAGGCAGTGCGTACT 1071
M.gnu  833:GCTCATCTTCGCCCAGAACCACGGAGAGCTATCAGCAGATAACGTCAGGCAGTGTGTGCT 892
N.gnu  793:GCTCATCTTCGCCCAGAACCACGGAGAGCTATCAGCAGATAACGTCAGGCAGTGTGTGCT 852

S.gnu  17:TTAGATGGTGATTGCAGCACAAGACACACTTTCCATCAGCCTCTTCTTCACGCTGCTGCT 76

A.gnu 1081:GGAGATGGTGATTGCAGGACCTGATACTCTTTCCATCAGCCTCTTCTTCATGCTGATGCT 1140
C.gnu 1072:GGAGATGGTGATTGCTGGACCTGATACTCTTTCCATCAGCCTCTTCTTCATGCTGATGCT 1131
M.gnu  893:AGAGATGGTGATCGCAGCCCCTGACACACTTTCCATCAGCCTCTTCTTCATGCTGATGCT 952
N.gnu  853:AGAGATGGTGATCGCAGCCCCTGACACACTTTCCATCAGCCTCTTCTTCATGCCGATGCT 912
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S.gnu  77:GCTGAAAGAAAACCCAGACGTAGAGATGAGGATAGT GGAGGAGATGAACACTGTCTTGAG
A.gnu 1141:GCTGAAACAAAACCCAGATGTGGAGCTGAGGATAGT GGAGGAGATGAACACTGTCTTGAG
C.gnu 1132: GCTGAAACAAAACCCAGATGTGGAGCTGAGGATAGT GGAGGAGATGAACACCGTCTTGAG 1191
M.gnu  953: GCTGAAACAGAACCCGGACATAGAGCTGCAGCTAGTGGAGGAGATGAACAACATCTTGAA 1012
N.gnu  913:GCTGAAACAGAACCCGGACATAGAGCTGCAGCTAGTGGAGGAGATGAACACCATCTTGAA 972

S.gnu  137:TGACAAAGGTGAAGACGTTGATTATCAAGGCTTGAAAGTGATGGAGAGT TTCATCAACGA 196
A.gnu 1201:TGATGACAGTGAAAACATTGATTATCAAAGGT TGAAAGTGCTGGAGAGT TTCATCAGTGA 1260
C.gnu 1192: TGATGACAGTGAAAACAT TGATTATCAAAGGTTGAAAGTGCTGGAGAGTTTCATCAATGA 1251
1
1

M.gnu 1013: TGAAAAAGACGTGGAAAATATCGATTACCAAAGCCTGAAGGTGATGGAGAGCTTCATCAA 1072
N.gnu  973: TGAAAAAGACGTGGAAAATATCGATTACCAAAGCCTGAAGGTGATGGAGAGCTTCATCAA 1032

S.gnu  197:GTCGTTAAGGTTTCATCCGGTGGTTGATTTCACGATGCGAAAAGCTCTGGAAGACGACGT 256
A.gnu 1261:GTGTTTGAGGTTTCATCCTGTGGTTGATTTCACAATGAGAAAAGCTCTGGAAGACGACAC 1320
C.gnu 1252:GTCTTTGAGGTTTCATCCTGTGGT TGATTTCACAATGAGAAAAGCTCTGGAAGACGACAC 1311
M.gnu 1073:CGAGTCTTTGAGGTTTCATCCTGTGGTCGATTTCACAATGAGGAAAGCTCTGGAGGACAA 1132
N.gnu 1033:CGAGTCTTTGAGGTTTCATCCTGTGGTCGGTTTCACAATGAGGAAAGCTCTGGAGGACAA 1092

S.gnu 257 :CATCGAAGGCACTAAAATCACAAAAGGAACCAACATCATTCTCAACATCGGTCTCATGCA 316
A.gnu 1321:CATCGAAGGCATTAAAATCAAAAAAGGAACCAACATCATTCTCAACGCTGGTCTCATGCA 1380
C.gnu 1312:CATCGAAGGCATTAAAATCACAAAAGGAACCAACATCATTCTCAACGTTGGTCTCATGCA 1371
1
1

M.gnu 1133: TGACATCGCAGGCACAAAAATCAAGAAGGGCACCAACATCATTCTCAACATTGGCCTCAT 1192
N.gnu 1093 : CGACATCGCAGGCACAAAAATCAAGAAGGGCACCAACATCATTCTCAACACTGGCCTCAT 1152

S.gnu  317:TAAAACTGAATTTTTCCCAAAACCCAAAGAGT TCAACCTGATGAACTTTGACAAAACAGT 376
A.gnu 1381:CAAGACTGAATTCTTCCCCAAACCCAAAGAGTTCAGTCTGATGAACTTCGACAAAACGGT 1440
C.gnu 1372:CAAGACTGAATTCTTCCCCAAACCCAAAGAGTTCAGCCTGATGAACTTCGACAAAACGGT 1431
1
1

1
1
M.gnu 1193 : GCACAAAACCGAATTCTTCCCCAAACCTAAAGAGT TCAACCTCACGAACTTTGAAAAAAC 1252
N.gnu 1153:GCACAAAACCGAATTCTTCCCCAAACCTGAAGAGTTCAACCACACGAACTTTGAAAAAAC 1212

S.gnu  377:GCCCAGTCGTTTCTTCCAGCCCTTCGGCTGCGGACCTCGCTCCTGCGTGGGCAAACACAT 436
A.gnu 1441:GCCCAATCGTTTCTTCCAGCCCTTCGGCTGTGGGCCCCGCTCCTGCGTGGGCAAACACAT 1500
C.gnu 1432:GCCCAATCGTTTCTTCCAGCCCTTCGGCTGTGGGCCCCGCTCCTGCGTGGGGAAACACAT 1491
M.gnu 1253:GGTACCCAGTCGTTACTTCCAGCCCTTTGGCTGCGGGCCTCGTTCCTGTGTGGGCAAACA 1312
N.gnu 1213:GGTACCCAATCGTTACTTCCAGCCCTTTGGCTGCGGGCCTCGTTCCTGTGTGGGCAAACA 1272
S.gnu  437:CGCCATGGTGATGATGAATCACTAGTGAATTG 468
A.gnu 1501:CGCCATGGTGATGATGAAGGCCATCCTGGTGACTCTGTTGTCACGATACACCGTGTGTCC 1560
C.gnu 1492:CGCCTTAGTGATGATGAAGGCCATCCTGGTCACTGTGTTGTCACGTTACACCGTGTGTCC 1551

1
M.gnu 1313:CATCGCCATGGTGATGATGAAGGCCATCCTGGTCACTCTCCTGTCTCGGTACACTGTGTG 1372
N.gnu 1273:CATCGCCATGGTGATGATGAAGGCCATCCTGGTCACTCTCCTGTCTCGGTACACTGTGTG 1332

Fig. 3. Alignment of Korean rockfish S. schlegeli P450aromB
partial sequence with sequences of P450aromBs from
other fish species. S. S: rockfish (S. schlegeli), E. A:
red-spotted grouper (E. akaara), E. C: orange-spotted
grouper (E. coioides), O. M: Mozambique tilapia (O.
mossambicus), O. N: Nile tilapia (O. niloticus).
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Table 2. Expression of ovarian aromatase gene (P450aromA) in the head and body part of Korean rockfish S. schlegeli during sex

differentiation
No of fish
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 expressed
P450aromA
35 dab in head - + - - + + - + + - 5/10
45 dab in head + - - - + + - + + + 6/10
52 dab in head - + - - - - - - - - 1/10
59 dab in head + + + + + + + + + + 10/10
No of fish
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 expressed
P450aromA
35 dab in head - - + - - - + + + - 4/10
45 dab in head - - - - - + + + - - 3/10
52 dab in head + - - + + - - - + - 4/10
59 dab in head + + + + + + + + + - 9/10
Table 3. Expression of brain aromatase gene (P450aromB) in the head and body part of Korean rockfish S. schlegeli during sex
differentiation
No of fish
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 expressed
P450aromA
35 dab in head - + - + + + + + + - 7/10
45 dab in head + + + + + + + + + + 10/10
52 dab in head - - - - + + + - - + 4/10
59 dab in head - + + + + + + + - + 8/10
No of fish
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 expressed
P450aromA
35 dab in head - + + - + + - + - - 5/10
45 dab in head + + + + + + + + + + 10/10
52 dab in head - - - + - + - - - - 2/10
59 dab in head + + + + + + + - + + 9/10

o) 28 A FA13le 35 dab9} 45 daboll ZH7) 5rle]
¢} 1072 25H #EEox om, 52 daboll= 27t ol A%k
HZE AT} 59 daboll = 9re] 2 5H #HFE U o)< H
oA 9} v A2 F5 o) % P450aromB7} 52 daboll
down-regulation=| 155w gt}

i

2 AFdM e 295 da 2H0 R E1 FF
2 UE aromatase gene fragmentsE LU
X A3} o] &L 7tz P450aromAS} P450aromBE B1E At
Ao)7] P450aromA fragmente] =7]= 985 bp%o™, P450
aromB fragment2] =7]= 468 bp¥ith. ©] Z3]E-2 P450
aromA%} P450aromBe] 9471A49S AME vlwdt 2y} o]

22 Abo] 9] frAbdE B o]F ) FY aromatase 7
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