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ABSTRACT

This paper presents an emerging concept, professional mobility in S&T innovation
system, that focus on the utilization of highly qualified researchers without recruiting.

In this paper we divided the utilization of external researcher into four types:
(1)visiting/post-Doc/guest  researcher, (2)collaborating research student, (3)part-timer or
trainee and (4)foreign researcher.

From 2002 to 2005 in 19 Korean government-funded research institutes, while total
researchers have increased by 13.3%, external researchers have decreased from 39.2% to
35.7%,. In 2005, visiting and foreign researchers were only 6.5% of total external
researchers. It may indicate that the innovation capability of Korean research institutes is
on the quite limited situation compared to foreign research institutes,

The financial and institutional support programs for promoting the professional mobility

are also insufficient in Korean S&T innovation system,

Key words : professional mobility, government—funded research institutes
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