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An Analysis on Dental Clinic Inpatients' Awareness about Their
Periodontal Health

Sun-Mi Lee' and Eun-ju Kim
Department of Dental Hygiene, Dongnam Health College, Suwon-Si, Gyeonggi-do 440-714, Korea

ABSTRACT In order to determine dental clinic inpatients' awareness about their periodontal health, this study
conducted a questionnaire survey on total 212 inpatients admitted in 2 dental clinics and 1 dental hospital located
all in Seoul metropolitan area. Resulting data were analyzed using SPSS 14.0 statistic program. As a result, this
study could come to the following conclusions: 1. It was found that overall awareness about health of periodontal
tissues averaged 3.40 points; our respondents showed highest awareness on prevention of periodontal diseases(3.95
points), while showing the lowest awareness on maintenance of periodontal tissues(3.09 points). 2. For differences
in the awareness on periodontal health depending on general characteristics, it was found that there were significant
differences between respective groups in overall periodontal health awareness and its sub-domains depending on
sex and occupation. 3. For possible correlations between respective sub-domains of awareness, it was found that
preventive awareness had most significant correlations with causal awareness, while preventive awareness had no
significant correlation with symptomatic awareness. 4. For differences in the extent of oral health practice and

periodontal health awareness, it was found that the more frequency of daily toothbrushing plus scaling experiences
led to more significant differences in all the sub-domains of awareness.
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Table 1. Distribution of general characteristics

Item Classification Percentage (%)

Sex Male 75(35.4)
Female 137(64.6)

Age 10s 52.4)
20s 85(40.1)

30s 61(28.8)

40s 41(19.3)

50s 20(9.4)

Marriage Married 106(50.0)
Unmarried 102(48.1)

Others 4(1.9)

Occupation Profession 46(21.7)
Office Worker 41(19.3)

Services 17(8.0)

Self-employed 15(7.1)

Student 41(19.3)

Others 52(24.5)

Education Below middle school 9(4.2)
High school graduate 73(34.4)

College graduate 119(56.1)

More than postgraduate 11(5.2)

Income No answer 16(7.5)
~99 30(14.2)

100~199 66(31.1)

200~299 45(21.2)

300~399 33(15.6)

500~ 22(10.4)

Total 212(100.0)
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Table 2. The technical quality against a research variable

Variable Average Standard deviation
Periodontal disease preventive cognition ~ 3.95 53
Periodontal disease care cognition 3.09 .65
Periodontal disease treatment cognition 3.81 73
Periodontal disease factor cognition 343 52
Periodontal disease symptoms cognition ~ 3.28 73

Total periodontal disease cognition 3.40 35
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Table 3. Analysis of periodontal health by general peculiarities
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Preventive

Treatment Symptoms

Item Classification cognition Care cognition cognition Factor cognition cognition Total
M=+ SD M+ SD M=+ SD M=£SD M+£SD M+£SD
Sex Male 3.92+ .54 2.92+ .58 3.54+.66 3.32+.58 3.20+.72 3.28+.29
Female 397+ .52 3.18+.67 3.96+.73 349+ .48 333+.73 3.47+ .36
t(p) —754(452)  —2.786(.006**) —4.105(.000*%*) -2.328(.021*)  —-1.291(.198)  —3.819(.000**)
Age 10s 3.50+.77 3.00+.52 3.60+ .43 3.20+ .38 290+ .82 3.16+ .42
20s 3.95+ .49 3.09+.73 3.83+.71 3.39+.53 3.22+.75 3.39+ .36
30s 4.02+.54 3.07+.59 3.87+.76 3.44+ 47 3.45+.69 3.44+ .32
40s 3.95+ .51 3.10+.62 3.70 .77 345+ .52 3.12+.72 3.36+.30
50s 3.90+ .63 3.18+ .58 3.78+.75 3.56+.65 3.47+.69 3.44+ 41
F(p) 1.216(.305) .138(.968) A64(.762) .694(.597) 2.133(.078) .905(.462)
Marriage Married 3.95+.53 3.11+.57 3.81+.73 3.44+ .54 3.33+.72 340+ .33
Unmarried 397+ .51 3.09+.73 3.81+.74 341+ .51 324+.74 3.40+ .36
t(p) —.178(.859) —.167(.867) .039(.969) .385(.701) .897(.380) .018(.985)
Occupation Profession 4.00 +£.53 343+.72 4.02 + .61 3.58+.55 3.47 + .56 3.59+ .37
OfficeWorker 3.93+ 48 3.00 +.60 391+.75 339+ .43 3.14+.76 337+ .31
Services 3.89+.71 3.00+ .52 3.54+.77 3.27+.56 326+ .95 3.31+.39
Self-employed 3.75+.52 3.06 +.76 3.51+.86 3.53+.76 3.26 +.67 3.29+ .38
Student 3.93+ 48 291+.52 3.52+.66 333+ 44 3.08 £.78 327+.27
Others 4.03+.56 3.05+ .64 3.94+.74 342+ .51 3.40+.70 342+ .33
F(p) .807(.546) 3.608(.004**)  3.634(.004**) 1.580(.167) 1.854(.104) 4.957(.000**)
Education EE;VZ ;‘(‘)‘l‘fl;;}:;?é 3.66+ .69 285+ .92 366+ .76 381472 333+ 33 341+ 48
College graduate 3.90 £ .51 3.01+.55 3.72+.75 3.38+ 44 3.23£.66 3.34+ 31
More than 4.02+.52 3.14 £ .66 3.87+.74 342+ .54 333+.75 343+ .35
379+ .53 3.30+.84 3.87+ .47 3.51+.62 3.09+.70 3.42+ .37
postgraduate
F(p) 2.168(.093) 1.331(.265) 731(.534) 1.921(.127) .581(.628) 1.210(.307)
Income  No answer 3.89+.59 320+ 45 3.68 +.60 345+ 45 3.00+.75 3.35+.30
~99 3.81+.53 292 +.68 3.68 .81 3.28 + 48 3.31+.60 331+.29
100-199 4.02 + .55 3.09+.77 3.94 +.69 3.57+.55 3.28 £.76 3.47+ .40
200-299 3.86+ .49 3.07+.59 3.73+.70 333+ 49 3.31+.84 3.33+.34
300-399 4.08 +.55 3.05+ .49 3.73+.83 345+ 45 325+ .71 3.40+.32
500~ 4.01+ .43 3.37+.64 3.93+.74 3.36+.63 347+ .54 3.50+ .27
F(p) 1.371(.237) 1.387(.230) 1.022(.406) 1.811(.112) .814(.541) 1.729(.129)
*p < .05 **p < .01
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Preventive cognition Care cognition

Treatment cognition Factor cognition Symptoms cognition

1.000
186 (P = .007*%)
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Table 5. Proportion of oral health Practices

Item Classification Percentage (%)
Tooth brushing Itime 8(3-8)
frequency 2times 86(40.6)

3times 92(43.4)

More than 4times 26(12.3)

Dental assistant ~ Using dental floss 60(28.3)
supplies Using interdentalbrush 44(20.8)
(Double answer)  Using gargle 42(19.8)
No using 93(43.9)

Regular scaling Yes 64(30.2)
No 148(69.8)

Total 212(100.0)
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Table 6. Proportion of periodontal disease recognition

Item Classification Percentage (%)
Periodontal Transmission 22(10.4)
disease cause Infection 3(1.4)

Care indifference 167(78.8)
Nutrition lesion 11(5.2)
Others 9(4.2)
Periodontal health Fresh fruit ingestion 14(6.6)

maintenance Periodontal drug taking medicine 13(6.1)
method Correct toothbrusing 165(77.8)
Drinking & smoking control 13(6.1)

Others 7(3.3)

Total 212(100.0)
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Table 7. Difference of oral health practice and periodontal disease recognition

It Preventive cognition Care cognition Treatment cognition Factor cognition Symptoms cognition Total
em
M+ SD M+ SD M+ SD M+ SD M+ SD M+ SD
Tooth Itime 337+ .44 2.37+.70 3.41+.86 3.50 + .66 325+.75 3.09+.30
brushing time  2time 3.85+.53 293+ .54 3.66 = .61 3.30+.54 3.21+.70 329+ .27
3time 4.03+£.49 3.20+.63 3.86 +.80 3.50+ .43 3.26+.75 346+.34
4time~ 4.08 .52 347+.75 425+ .63 3.57+.63 3.63+.67 3.64+ .42
F(p) 6.519(.000%*) 9.919(.000*%) 5.585(.001%%) 3.174(.025%) 2.311(.077) 11.401(.000%**)
Regular Yes 4.14 + 46 3.47+ .68 410+ .68 3.63 +.49 3.50+.70 3.63 +.34
scaling No 3.87+ .54 2.93+.57 3.68+.72 334+ 51 3.19+.72 3.30+.30
t(p) 3.424(.001%*%) 5.950(.000%**) 3.913(.000%*) 3.817(.000%*) 2.925(.004*%*) 7.055(.000%%)

*p <.05**p<.01
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