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Literature Review of Herbal Medicines on
Treatment of Obesity Since 2000
- Mainly about Ephedra Herba

Mi-Ja Hwang, O.M.D., Hyun-Dae Shin, O.M.D., Mi-Yeon Song, O.M.D.

Department of Oriental Rehabilitation Medicine, College of Oriental Medicine, Kyung-Hee University

Objectives :

This study has been done to know which herbs and herbal formulae are frequently used for the treatment of obesity in Korea and
overseas since 2000.

Methods :

We conducted a computerized literature search in KISS (Korean studies Information Service System), Pubmed, Journal of Oriental
Association for Study of Obesity ,and Journal of Oriental Rehabilitation Medicine(2000 -Apr. 2006) using search key words obesity,
obese, weight loss, weight control combined with herb, herbal formula.

Result and conclusion :

Seventy-two studies have been identified(50 Korean papers and 22 pubmed papers) and 81 herbs have been found. In USA it was
mainly used as single herb for food, but in Korea it was mainly used as herbal formula. For single herb, ephedra(fi &) was the most
studied single herb both in Korea and the USA. For herbal formulae, Sasang Constitutional Medicine(SCM, 19times) was the most
frequently used herbal formula, in which the herbs for Tae-eum type person like Taeyeumjowui-tang(XF2E & 5, 7times) and Choweseung-
cheng-tang(i8 & # ;& :5%, 5times) were mainly prescribed. The next was Chegameuiin-tang(§& 5, & 5 {=i%, 11times) and Bangpungtongsung-
san(Bh B EEA], 3times). Calculating each herb consisted in each herbal formula, Coicis Semen(&i1=), Angelicae gigantis Radix(&%3), and
Glycyrrizae Radix(H &), Raspberry Ketone(@&E7), Cnidii Rhizoma()l| &), and Ephedra Herba(fi &) turned out to be the most frequen-
tly used herb.

Key Words : Obesity, Herbal Medicine, Herb, Weight-Control
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Table [|. Main Herbs and Herbal Formulae for Obe-
sity in Korea, 2000~2006
n(%) pubmed Korea
Sty
ES ) 1( 4.54) 18(31.04)
[ r&rm i : 11(18.97)
Bl Al S 2( 9.09) 3( 5.17)
Etc 3(13.64) 21(36.21)
Sum 6(27.27) 53(91.38)
LS
i 2 7(31.81) 3( 517)
U 3(13.63) .
N& 3(13.63) :
Etc 3(13.63) 2( 3.45)
Sum 16(72.73) 5( 8.62)
Total 22(100) 58(100)
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Table II. Sasang Constitutional Medicine(SCM), Herbal Formula, and Single Herb on Treatment of Obesity
in the Articles During 2000~2006 in Korea and Pubmed Papers
-1, MRES
v o= 4234 N A 74
)
olget o, 2005% 6
@A 9, 2005
ol A4 ¢, 2001 LI~ (Coicis Semen) Hz4%(Castqanea Moliissima) ¥ §(Raphani Semen) 1.
KREZHE 433 9], 2001 YT (Schizandrae Fructus) 28M%(Liriopis tuber) {1Ei#i(Acon Rhizoma) FiE
ue I 9], 2002% (Platycoid Radix) Wilis(Ephedrac Herba)
o149 <, 2000
Yoo JH ef al, 20057 (1)
Aln) 2 12)
/‘\‘]z}—j g’ 588521) FELI{~(Coicis Semen) Wz 4(Castqanea Moliissima) ¥ {(Raphani Semen) 7
ST 7‘<_}°§ ﬂ, 20042 5 Mf~ (Schizandrae Fructus) 25"/ (Liriopis Tuber) £1E5#i(Acon Rhizoma) F5
K WRITEE R o o) (Platycoid Radix) Jiis%(Ephedrae Herba) 3xi&i(polygala) KI'1%(Asparagi
2 Ay o, 20 Radix) B4 (aizyphus) TN (ongan frit)
A AEHl 9], 2005 ‘
ey esm 2] o] ») Kf8 (Platycoid Radix) i(Ephedrae Herba) Z&45(Mori Folium) 28["4
RMBREBGBY L) 019 2, 2001 ! (Liriopis Tuber) + % (Scutellariae Radix) #{"(Armeniacae amarum Semen)
KM (Puerarine Radix) #%(Scutellariae Radix) BEA(Ligustici Rhizoma) FEf
HRERT 5 w4 & 9], 2002 1 T(Raphani Semen) F5fi(Platycoid Radix) JHifi(Cimicifugae Rhizoma) {1l
(Angelicae Dahuricae Radix) K3(Rhei Radix et Rhizoma)
LI ~(Coicis  Semen) FEE {-(Raphani Semen) Z5["1%(Liriopis tuber) F5H
FELEB Y AAZ ¢, 2002 1 (Platycoid Radix) #*(Scutellarice Radix) #{"(Armeniacae amarum Semen)
Jii#%(Ephedrae Herba) 7 %%(Castqanea Moliissima)
BIlU(Atractylodis Rhizoma) I T-(Cyperi Rhizoma) “P*E (Pinelline Rhizoma)
R (Leonuri Herba) KIIEJ(Arecae Pericarpium) 52:(Zingiberis Rhizoma)
FERG (Cinnamomi Ramulus) W&#fi(Davallia Rhizoma) H-f-(Aconiti Tuber) B
V% N7 (SEIB) A%Z ¢, 2006" 1 Jé(Aurantii nobilis  pericarpium) Aurantii Periarpium(# 1) % (Angelicae
gigantis Radix) JEH-I(Eucommia ulmoides oliver) W% &#K(Psoraleae Fructus)
—F&(Sparganium  stoloniferum) EIU(Curcuma zedoaria) #K3E(Perillae Folium)
(" (Amomi Fructus) K (Aucklandia lappa) 1 %(Glycyrrhizae Radix)
& FETv(Pogostemonis Herba) & 4(Perillae Folium) #li(Atractylodis Rhizoma)
3 FUIL(Atractylodis macrocephalae Rhizoma) 1% (Pinelliae Rhizoma) % (Citri
A BEEIERR ol A4 ¢, 2001% 1 Pericarpium) & 1% (Aurantii - Periarpium) KNE)% (Arecae  Pericarpium) F:kL
(Cinnamomi  Ramulus) ¥.E5(Zingiberis Rhizoma) %" (Alpiniae oxyphyllae
Fructus) H(Glycyrrhizae Radix)
AT, Ul PS5 (Polygoni multiflori Radix)  [43(galanga) %2 (Zingiveris
ok Rhizoma) B (Aurantii nobilis pericarpium) 751 (Aurantii Periarpium) 7}
_Fﬁé‘i i 264, 2005 1 f(Cyperi Rhizoma) 4% (Alpiniae oxyphyllae Fructus) J5ANMagnoliae
AR A Cortex) HVE(Aurantii immaturus Fructus) AN (Aucklandia lappa) KN
(Arecae Pericarpium) TU8ENR(Trogopterorum Faeces) BV (Aurantii Fructus)
2 PR A5 Rehmanniae Radix) 7:%5(Poria) FER(Alismatis Rhizoma) F78 (Gypsum
7] ﬁ;ﬁlﬁli'x olA4 ¢, 2001% 1 Fibrosum) kK Anemarrhenae Rhizoma) 5Gi%(Notopterygii  Rhizoma) Ji
A CHPREEIR) (Angelicae pubescentis Radix) :i7+(Schizonepetae Herba) 7 (Ledebouriellae Racti)
18
Total
(1)
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-1, #&EA
2 & R I AL 74
T il ™)
Az ¢, 2002*
A4 9], 20017
A4 9, 2002" '
=21l 9], 2005 LI (Cocicis Semen) #Mb¥(Rehmanniae Radix Cervi) ‘Hii(Angelicae Gigantis Radix)
A#EE 9, 2002 FEE T (Raphani Semen) Aiti(Akebiae Lignum) Higi-§-(Plantaginis Semen) ¥&515(Astragali
BN HEE 9, 20022 11 Radix) Ki(Gastrodiae Rhizoma) %)% (Mori Cotex) & (Glycyrrhizae Radix)
S 9, 2001133 W T (Thujae Semen) Ff T-(Lycii Fructus) &k A(Caesalpiniae Lignum) HEF,
FA& 9, 2003* W (Paroum Cornu) N1I=5(Cnidii Rhizoma)
152 2, 2001
49 9, 20057
ahel i 9], 2002
LI (Cocicis Semen) #51%(Astragali Radix) 114E(Dioscoreae Rhizoma) ‘¥ (Angelicae
gigantis Radix) JII=(Cnidii Rhizoma) H 5(Glycyrrhizae Radix) #\biE(Rehmanniae Radix
BURATIE A4 9, 2001 ,  Cero) %5 (Poria) Paeoniae 117 j%¥(Radix Preparat) #T{t(Carthami Flos) #f A(Caesalpiniae
L mer AAA 9, 20007 Lignum) Aiifi(Akebiae Caulis) VI:(Cinamommi Cortex) Kkl T-(Lycii Fructus)
L2 gi(Comi Fructus) {E-FE(Epimedii Herba) 177~ (Biotae Semen) FE7¥(Pogostemonis
Herba) %% (Scutellariae Radix) #5#(Coptidis Rhizoma) + - KG&(Maydis Stigmata)
5 19) . o ) ] ) )
?H@% 91, 2003 WA (Taleum) H5(Glycyrrhizae Radix) % (Scutellariae Radix) F51(Platycoid Radix)
Fen 9, 20017 3 A
S Sq’ 2000° [)j B\ (Ledebouriellae Radix) )I|%5(Cnidii Rhizoma) ‘& 5i(Angelicae gigantis Radix) Paeoniae
(o7 Radix Rubra(7#"5%%) K#{(Rhei Radix et Rhizoma) §ii#%(Ephedra Herba) Menthae
Hoki Cet d, 2007 (2) Herba(i#(%) 3isdl(Forsythine Fructus) “ffi(Natrii Sulfas) Fijt(Schizonepetae Herba)
Mmoo Y et;zl, o FUIL(Atractylodis macrocephalae Rhioma) ¥&f-(Gardeniae Fructus)
N#(Ginseng Radix) W% (Citri Pericarpium) Z&3E(Mori Folium) #5.10{~(Coicis Semen)
SBYII <73t 9], 2005 ) ”%%Q(Poria) Polyporus(56%5) T (Acanthopanacis Cortex) kAT (Eucommiae Cortex)
FAF 9, 2004 BME(Rehmanniae Radix Preparat) Tt f-(Lycii Fructus) ¥ f#(Angelicae gigantis Radix)
JIIE(Cnidii Rhizoma) %I+ Benincasae Semen) Zi(Mori Ramulus) Pini Folium(tA%)
#lt(Atractylodis Rhizoma) F1li(Atractylodis macrocephalae Rhioma) JEANMagnoliae
s Alismatis Rhi FT- i Rhi i i
g A7 9 20089 1 Cortex) {#{F(Alismatis Rhizoma) &M} 1-(Cyperi Rhizoma) #{~(Amomi Fructus)

BUE (Aurantii Immaturus Fructus) BRE(Citri Pericarpium) KSR (Arecae Pericarpivim)
K (Aucklandiae Radix) 1555 5 (Polla Cortex) 3% (Polyporus) 1&:Cx(Junci Medulla)
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1718 9], 2005

282 9, 20027

Axd 9, 2002%

5 9, 20047

x4
Ho

F&r8], 20017

I

T g9 9, 2004

tolo]E £m|d 9], 2003

1

1

1

1

k5 (Perillae Folliv) H5.(Glycyrrhizae Radix) “P¥(Pinelliae Rhizoma) $V(Aurantii
Fructus) B%(Citri Pericarpium) # J%(Aurantii Periarpium) Ali(Akebiae Caulis)

KM Ké(Arecae Pericarpium) Mori Cotex(Z2r11¢) A (Aucklandine Radix) /iK% (Poria)
il (Arecae Semen) YElU(Zedoariae Rhizoma) 25["1%(Liriopis Tuber) #1(Platycodi
Radix) F:3%(Cinnamomi cortex) ¥ 1-(Cyperi Rhizoma) FE7(Pogostemonis Herba)

$
Jik
$
HE
WL (Cocicis Semen) #li(Atractylodes japonica) sk (Ephedra sinica)
HEA(Cinnamonum  cassia) ‘& §i(Angelica gigas) 17544 Paeonia lactiflora) 4 E(Zingiber
officinale) % (Glycyrrhiza uralensis) 7% 4:(Thea sinensis)

#{(Ephedra herba) 1175%E(Paeoniae Radix Alba) 118 {~(Schizandrae Fructus)
H (Pinelline Rhizoma) #*:(Asari herba cum Radice) Wz¥(Zingiberis Rhizoma)
£e(Cinnamomi Ramulu) H %55(Glycyrrhizae Radix)

& (Pinelline Rhizoma) W% (Citri Pericarpium) (5% (Poria) 1 5(Glycyrrhizae Radix)
(
(

JIE5(Cnidii Rhizoma) %5 (Poria) 754E(Paeoniae Radix Alba) #5¥5(Polygonati Rhizoma)
WUk (Citri Pericarpium) 10 )¢ (Acanthopanacis Cortex) '5fi(Angelicae gigantis Radix)
H{F(Astragali Radix)

<fREEWNY> FHEF-(Cyperi Rhizoma) LI~ (Cocicis Semen) 1113E&(Dioscoreae Rhizoma)
W48 (Corni Fructus) %)(Bupleuri Radix) 7 K¢(Citri reticulatae vivride Pericarpium)
Carthami Flos(KTE) W¥{(Persicae Semen) #VF(Aurantii Immaturus Fructus) JEANMag-
nolige Cortex) ¥t 1-(Raphani Semen) {555 (Poria) B (Alismatis Rhizoma) 3%5(Poly-
porus) FALE(Arisaematis Rhizoma) 5755(Rhizoma zingiberis officinalis)

<HSFINEIE> HEIE(Astragali Radix) 1115¥(Dioscoreae Rhizoma) #\th#(Rehmanniae Radix
Cervi) ‘Hiii(Angelicae gigantis Radix) JI[=5(Cridii Rhizoma) #14(Carthami Flos) &kA(Sappan
lignum) Af(Akebine Caulis) PR (Alismatis Rhizoma) B5C.(Stephaniae tetrandrae Radix)
%5 (Poria) J5ANMagnoliae Cortex) FIL(Atractylodis macrocephalae Rhizoma) T (Arisae-
matis Rhizoma) “FIE(Achyranthis Bidentatae Radix) f&EH(Dipsaci Radix) H%(Glycyrrhizae
Radix) %55 (Rhizoma zingiberis officinalis)

<TRRIRILY> Eli(Atractylodes chinensis) S ANMagnoliae Cortex) “PE (Pinelliae Rhizoma)
14 2 (Arisaematis Rhizoma) B%(Citri Pericarpium) #1{~(Coicis Semen) #Mu(Rehma-
nnige Radix Cervi) H¥(glycyrthizae Radix) i(Angelicae gigantis Radix) #1{t(Carthami
Flos) #fA(Sappan lignum) Aitfi(Akebiae Caulis) 5% (Poria) Ei(Alismatis Rhizoma)
W{i%(Astragali Radix) [I44Dioscoreae Rhizoma) V2--FE(Epimedii Herba) #&i(ipsaci Radix)
Chaenojmelis Fructus(KI) 8zEi(Zingiberis officinalis thizoma)

N2 (Ginseng Radix) FUlU(Atractylodis macrocephalae Rhioma) W2 i&(Zingiberis officinalis

Rhizoma) 1 (Glycyrrhizae Radix)

M5 (Rehmanniae Radix Preparat) 11458 (Corni Fructus) Uik(Morindae officinalis

Radix) $gihf-(Cuscutae Semen) #EIE(Dipsaci Radix) 3i&i(Polygalae Radix) WEIK-f-(Cnidii

Fructus) 1115i(Poria) 111%4(Dioscoreae Rhizoma) “FW(Achyranthis Bidentatae Radix)

F(Eucommiae Cortex) ‘i (Angelicae gigantis Radix) W{E%%(Cistanches Herba)
TURA(Schizandrae Fructus) % #1~(Alpiniae oxyphyllae Fructu) FEH:(Parvum Cornu)
NZ(Ginseng Radix) + FflT-(Lycii Fructus) S T-(Cuscutae Semen) 7% T-(Rubi

Fructus) dtii-f-(Plantaginis Semen) T%f-(Schizandrae Fructus)

N#(Ginseng Radix) W% (Citri Pericarpium) Z&3E(Mori Folium) #5.10{~(Coicis Semen)

Poria(tK%) Polyporus(3%5) T (Acanthopanacis Cortex) Kl:(Eucommiae Cortex)

BAME (Rehmanniae Radix Prepart) ¥9fCT-(Lycii Fructus) 5 Angelicae gigantis Radix)

)T (Cnidii Rhizoma) 2] T-(benincasae Semen) FKi(Mori Ramulus) ¥2%5(Pini Folium)
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AA 7ol 9], 2008Y

AN S 9, 20007

kit a9, 20009

HMOCHY A8 9, 20017

Combination

)
of herbs Talpur et al, 2001

Geenway FL et dl,
2006

Kang MK et al,

PM-F2-OB 20045

Total

(Cocicis Semen) #b#(Rehmanniae Radix Cervi) RAEK)(Trichosanthis Radix)
BiCy( Stephaniae tetrandrae Radix) H %(Glycyrthizae Radix) FElE(Alismatis Rhizoma)

(%5 (Polyporus) “Ei¥wi(Angelicae gigantis Radix) #1{t(Carthami Flos) &k A(Sappan lignum)
F#E) 1 (Raphami Semen)

Edo
(

ﬁ?t&rr-*

B (Cocicis Semen) 1124 Dioscoreae Rhizoma) (K% (Poria) HENLA (Longanae Arillus)
“H i (Angelicae gigantis Radix) FUIL(Atractylodis macrocephalae Rhizoma) 28["14(Liriopis
Tuber) #11°7-{~(Biotae Seme) FhAA(Zizyphi Spinosae Semen) FiE(Alismatis Rhizoma)
Polyporus($%5) Scutellariae Radix(352%5) #h2(Rehmanniae Radix Cervi) £&A(Sappan
lignum) A:fi(Akebiae Caulis) juii(Polygalae Radix) 1% {-(Schizandrae Fructus)

HUi T-(Plantaginis Semen) ¥
Ly f-(Crataegii Fructus) A%

(Sophorae Radix) #li(Atractylodis Rhizoma)
A(Maydis Stigmata)

UH(Natrii Sulfas) FAti(laminariae Thallus) {if5(Nelumbinis Nuciferae Foilium)

¥ 4E(Camelliae Sinensis Folium) {&W){(Cassiae Semen) 1% (Poria) )II*5(Cnidii Rhizoma)
3 f-(Plantaginis Semen) YAYE(Pini Folium) K AZ&(Maydis Stigmata) FL{E(Sophorae
Flos)

bl ¥-(Cyperi Rhizoma) #li(Atractylodis Rhizoma) )II*5(Cnidil Rhizoma) m#(Massa
Medicata Fermentata) ¥&{-(gardeniae Fructus)

Wi G(Astragali Radix) N\#:(Ginseng Radix) 1UIL(Atractylodis macrocephalae Rhizoma)
H®(Glycyrrhizae Radix) % Bi(Angelicae gigantis Radix) B (Citri Pericarpium)
Stf(Bupleuri Radix() J1i(Cimicifugae Rhizoma)

U (Coicis Semen) #{1(Astragali Radix) #Ms%(Rehmanniae Radix Preparat)
FUlL(Atractylodis macrocephalae Rhizoma) H55(glycyrrhizae Radix) F172j%4¥(Paconiae Radix
Preparat) Aifi(Akebia Caulis) ¥i(Alismatis Rhizoma) X% (Poria) .U (Junci Medulla)
‘B it(Angelicae Gigantis Radix) Y& T-#E(Epimedii Herb) Ffi T-(Lycii Fructus)

A8 (corni Fructus) J1#(Cnidii Rhizoma) VIH:(Cinnamomi Cortex) 1114¥(dioscorene
Rhizoma) #T4t(Carthami Flos) #&A(Sappan lignum)

NZ(Siberian Ginseng) #lL(Atractylodes chinensis) K3%(Rheum officinale) $7%(Green
Tea) TKFA(Zea mays) FUN(Atractylodes macrocephala) H1F(Laminaria japonica)

# 1¢(Citrus reticulate) W)(Cassia angustifolia) ¥zE(Zingiber officinale) 4 (Pueraria
lobata)

>1_

#{(Radix Rhei Rhizomab) #{{%(astragali Radix) J}25(vadixsalviae miltiorrhizae)
Eli(rhhizoma curcumae longae) Wi (rhizoma zingiberis officinalis)

FORCT(Lycii Fructus) Bi% (Rehmanniae Radix) 20" (coicis Semen) #14t(Carthami Flos)
FItRT (Hoelen) ¥ §ii(Angelicae Radix) 3#i-(Nelumbinis Semen) [14E(Radix dioscoren)
BUE(Aurantii Fructus)
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1 Coffey CS et al, 2004™
o olgE 9, 2005 o
bl £ Ephedra Herba N ) 3 Greenway FL et al, 2004 7
A2l 9], 2004 )
Hackman RM et al, 2006
Shekelle et al, 2003*
Mehendal et al, 2004%
B Evodiae Fructus A 9, 20047 1
is]i Artemisie Twayomogi z2718 9], 2003 1
Fugh-berman A and Myers A, 2004*
i Citrus Aurantium Haaz et al, 2006” 3
Bent S et al, 2004%
Han LK et al, 2005
N Ginseng Xie JT et al, 2002™ 3
Xie JT et al, 2005”
/L8 Zingiber officinale Roscoe Han LK et al, 2005 1
BT Raspberry Ketone Morimoto C et al, 2005 1
FNEE Acanthopnax senticosus Cha YS et al, 2004™ 1
Total 5 16
N = FeEol A48 9%, N-pubmed =20 AH&8 05

Fig. 1. The Frequency of Each Herbs a Form of Herbal Formulae, 2000~2006, Korea
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