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A Study on Seoul university students’ recognition on passage rites and
foods-funeral rites and sacrificial rituals

Mee-Jeong Kim
Dept. of Food and Nutrition, Kookmin University

Abstract

This study was performed to investigate Seoul undergraduate students’ thoughts on funeral rites and sacrificial
rituals as well as ritual foods. A total of 542 students offered answers that the importance of sacrificial rituals was
connected to filial piety for the ancestor, the customs descended from the past, and the belief that descendents
received fortunes. The students didn’t know the funeral rites process, but acknowledged they needed to know
funeral rites, and would perform their parents’ sacrificial rituals. We also found that students whose hometowns
were Gangwondo and Jejudo were familiar with sacrificial rituals foods as well as their preparation and cooking.
Also, the older the students, the better they knew the funeral rites process, sacrificial rituals and ritual foods. There
were great differences in sacrificial rituals according to parent and student religions. Buddhists knew the most about
funeral rites and sacrificial rituals, followed by Roman Catholics and agnostics. Protestant Christians were not
interested in sacrificial rituals. The funeral rites process and the handing down of sacrificial ritual foods had
significant differences based on sibling number. The more brothers and sisters in a family, the more committed they
were to performing their parents’ sacrificial rituals and the higher their interest in sacrificial ritual foods.
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Table 1. General characteristics of the subjects(N=524)
Characteristic N % Characteristic N %
Male 191 36.5 Buddhism 121 23.1
Gender Female 333 635 , Protestant Christian 45 277
1921 235 448 I:;rlegrl‘;; Roman  Catholics 74 141
Age(yr) 22-24 178 339 Agnostics 182 347
25-28 61 11.6 Others 2 04
Seoul 252 48.1 Buddhism 66 12.6
Gyeonggido 95 18.1 Protestant Christian 146 279
Chungcheongdo 36 69 | My religion Roman Catholics 64 122
Hometown Gyeongsangdo 84 16.0 Agnostics 246 470
Gangwondo 8 1.5 Others ) 04
Jeo.l fado 46 8.8 Public official, teacher 78 149
Jejudo 3 0.6
Liberal art 91 17.4 Businessman, manufacturing ,freelancer 247 47.1
Engineering 55 10.5 Office worker, bank 121 231
Science 18 3.4 |Parent’s job Professional 27 52
Agriculture, fishing, livestock 15 29
Major Social science 80 153 Clergyman 7 13
Management & economics 139 26.5 Unemployment 29 5.5
Law 31 59 1 %6 50
Art & gymnastics 110 210 | Sibling 2 94752
number 3 93 177
2 306 4< 11 22
Family 3 47 2.0 First 276 527
number 4 360 68.7 Children’s Second 203 387
(no.) 5 98 18.7 order Third 40 7.6
Fourth< 5 1.0
6< 16 31 Total 524 1000
Table 2. Recognition of funeral rites and sacrificial rituals
Variables Category Frequency %

Experience of mourning Yes

272 51.9

Frequency of sacrificial rituals a year(frequency/no.)

0(226), 1(40), 2(88), 3(60), 4(54), 5(20), 68), 7(2), 8(6), 9(8), 10(6), 11(2), 12(4)

The meaning of the sacrificial rituals Filial piety for the ancestor 192 36.6
Customs descended from the past 140 26.7
Thoughts that descendants received fortunes when they
. 20 17.1
are worshiped to ancestor
For family ’s peace 34 6.4
For family’s tradition 22 4.1
Because others do like that 30 5.7
For religious process 16 3.0
I do surely 40 7.6
Performing sacrificial rituals by descendants Depending on their conditions 232 442
I don’t want 252 48.0
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Table 3. Mean scores of attitude towards funeral rites and sacrificial rituals(N=524)

Variables Scores

1 2 3 4 5 Mean+SD
Wish of mourning by religious ceremony 74 82 162 114 92 3.13£1.27
Knowledge of funeral rites process 22 82 166 172 82 3.40£1.05
Need of knowledge in funeral rites 152 240 106 18 8 2.03:0.87
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals process 54 186 130 86 68 2.86+1.19
Need to hand down sacrificial rituals food 46 124 192 100 62 3.02£1.12
Will to perform my parent’s sacrificial rituals 244 126 %0 26 38 2.02£1.22
Interest in sacrificial rituals foods 26 106 178 130 84 3.27£1.10
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals foods 20 9.8 146 132 128 3.48+1.15
Knowledge of preparation and cooking of sacrificial rituals foods 34 120 126 126 118 3.33+1.23
Need of vicarious execution in sacrificial rituals foods 48 150 158 96 72 2.99+1.17

" 1. know very well(agree strongly) 3. neutral 5. never(disagree strongly)
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Table 4. Comparison of mean scores of attitude towards passage rites according to hometown
Hometown
Variables’ Seoul  Gyeonggido Chungcheong Gyeongsangdo Gangwondo  Jeollado Jejudo value
(IN=252) (N=92) do(N=36) (N=84) (N=8) (N=46) (N=3)
Wish of mourning by religious 5, 150 30041300 2724126° 298115  4.50:053° 2.84+142° 3.00:L15 276"
ceremony
Knowledge of funeral rites 334+1.13  355:096 3.50£¢105 336:101  3.00:130 3.38:0.88 4.50:0.57 107
process
I\.Iteed of knowledge in funeral | o5 60¢ 5191080 2174076 1951070  1.50+053 2.02:072 2004000 128
rites
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals ) oo ) o0 3001107 2836108 281:132°  150£053° 2.804081° 3.00+1.15° 2.60"
process
:tiea‘: “; oohgnd down sacrificial 3031 67 pogel12 3224121 3024122 2004075 2.82+1.10 3.00:000 146
S
Will to perform my parent’s ) oo, 10 2094124° 1834098 2214153  125:046° 2.00:1.01° 2.00:000° 2417
sacrificial rituals
?;;eft in sacrificial rituals 535 0o 3404103° 3174107F 3264111%  175:088° 2.87+1.02° 2.50£0.57° 4707
mledge of sacrificial rituals 5 0y} 1oe 368:1.00° 3.116101° 343:129° 1754088 3.13+1.03° 2.50£0.57° 4.62™
Knowledge of preparation and 1 01 1O 1o - a . b e
3241, 79+1. 001 24+1. 1504053 3.29+1.25% 2.50+0.57° 4.46
cooking of sactifioh] rituls foods 232E121T BTOLLOT 3008120 324:133 0:0.53 3.20+125
Need of vicarious execution in 300y 00 30p4110" 2724115 3045119 2256088 2714091° 3.0042.30° 236

sacrificial rituals foods

" 1. know very well(agree strongly) 3. neutral 5. never(disagree strongly)

All values are Mean + SD

4 means in the row with the same letter are not significantly different at p<0.05 by Duncan’s multiple range test.

" p<0.0s, " p<0.01, " p<0.001
Table 5. Comparison of mean scores of attitude towards passage rites according to age
Age F
Variables’ 19-21(yr) 22-24(yr) 25-28(yr)

(N=235) (N=178) (N=61) value
Wish of mourning by religious ceremony 3.23+1.24 3.06+1.28 3.02+£1.32 1.20
Knowledge of funeral rites process 3.58:1.01° 3.41+1.06° 2.96+1.03° 459"
Need of knowledge in funeral rites 2.13+0.87° 1.98+0.89" 1.86+0.82" 2.05
Knowledge of  sacrificial rituals process 293+1.18° 2.87+1.25 2.69+1.11° 3437
Need to hand down sacrificial rituals food 3.03+1.12° 3.08+1.11° 2.86+1.10" 249"
Will to perform my parent’s sacrificial rituals 1.97+1.11 2.09+1.30 2.04+1.31 1.34
Interest in sacrificial rituals foods 3.31%1.10 3.28+1.09 3.16+1.13 1.56
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals foods 3.65+1.18° 3.39+1.13 3.22+1.07 376"
Knowledge of preparation and cooking of sacrificial rituals foods 3.50+1.24° 3.23+1.21* 3.12+1.20 4720
Need of vicarious execution in sacrificial ritualsfoods 2.98+1.20 2.99+1.14 3.00+1.17 1.85

" 1. know very well(agree strongly) 3. neutral 5. never(disagree strongly)

All values are Mean = SD
ad

" p<0.05, " p<001,
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Table 6. Comparison of mean scores of attitude towards passage rites according to parents’ religion
Parents’ religion
Variables' Buddhism Prot‘es.tant Roma}n Agnostics Others
(N-121) Christian  Catholics (N=182) (N=2) value
(N=145) (N=74)
Wish of mourning by religious ceremony 335+1.01° 226+122° 286+1.12° 3.80+1.08° 2.00+0.00° 41.49"
Knowledge of funeral rites process 3424094 3.48+098 3.16+1.18 3.42+1.13 4.00:£0.00 1.32
Need of knowledge in funeral rites 1.9240.88° 2.23+093° 1.81£0.73° 2.03+0.84° 1.00+0.00° 4.41"
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals process 240+0.90" 3.68+1.25° 2.62+1.05 2.62+1.05° 2.00+0.00" 30.117
Need to hand down sacrificial rituals foods 2.65+1.00° 3.56+1.13° 2.81+0.96° 2.92+1.07° 1.00+0.00" 16.08""
Will to perform my parent’s sacrificial rituals 1.53+0.88" 2.92+145° 1.73+0.98 1.76+0.88" 1.00+0.00° 35.33"
Interest in sacrificial rituals foods 2.80+0.96° 3.97+0.93° 3.16+1.15* 3.08+1.01°* 1.00+0.00° 28.96
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals foods 3.13+1.16° 4.00£1.05" 3.43+1.13" 3.31+1.11" 3.00+0.00" 12.09
Knowledge of preparation and cooking of sacrificial rituals foods 2.80+1.11"° 4.03+1.02° 3.22+£1.24% 3.19+1.22% 2.00+0.00" 21.44™
Need of vicarious execution in sacrificial rituals foods 2.98+1.06 3.27+125° 2.76+1.10” 2.87+1.18" 2.00+0.00° 3.76
" 1. know very well(agree strongly) 3. neutral 5. never(disagree strongly)
All values are Mean + SD
“d means in the row with the same letter are not significantly different at p<0.05 by Duncan’s multiple range test.
" p<0.05, " p<0.01, " p<0.001
Table 7. Comparison of mean scores of attitude towards passage rites according to students’ religion
Students’ religion
. ' . Protestant Roman .
Variables Buddism .. . Agnostics others F
(N=66) Christian ~ Catholics (N=246) (N=2) value
(N=146)  (N=64)
Wish of mourning by religious ceremony 3.18+1.03™ 2.0420.96" 2.75+1.06" 3.87+1.02° 2.00:0.00° 78.07
Knowledge of funeral rites process 3.30£0.94 3.40+097 3.28+1.13 3.46+1.11 4.00£0.00 0.66
Need of knowledge in funeral rites 1.85+0.93" 2.1940.92° 1.75+0.66" 2.06+0.86° 1.00+0.00" 4.44™
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals process 22140.77° 3.70+1.20° 2.59+1.03" 2.62+1.07° 2.00£0.00° 32.65
Need to hand down sacrificial rituals food 2.36+0.81° 3.59+1.07° 2.87+1.09" 2.90+1.07% 1.00+0.00" 2026
Will to perform my parent’s sacrificial rituals 1.45+0.78" 2.86+1.51° 1.59+0.83" 1.80+0.93" 1.00+0.00" 31.117
Interest in sacrificial rituals foods 2.73+0.93° 3.86+1.06° 3.06+1.20 3.13+0.98™ 1.00+0.00" 20917
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals foods 3.09+41.22° 4.00+1.02° 3.47+1.15° 3.28+1.12° 3.00+0.00" 12.14"
Knowledge of preparation and cooking of sacrificial rituals foods — 2.73+1.11* 4.00+1.03° 3.28+1.31° 3.12+1.18™ 2.00:0.00" 1946
Need of vicarious execution in sacrificial rituals foods 291+1.09 321+122 284+1.07 293+1.19 2.00+0.00 2.09

"1. know very well(agree strongly) 3. neutral 5. never(disagree strongly)
All values are Mean + SD
*! means in the row with the same letter are not significantly different at p<0.05 by Duncan’s multiple range test.

" p<005, " p<0.01, " p<0.001
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Table 8. Comparison of mean scores of attitude towards passage rites according to parents’ job
Parents’ job
. . Publ'ic Businessmfm, Office . Agrict.llture, Unemploy F
Variables official, manufacturing, worker, Professional fishing, Clergyman ment . value
teacher freelancer bank (N=27) livestock (N=7) (N=29)
(N=78) (N=247) (N=121) (N=15)
Wish of mourning by religious ceremony 3.03:1.29° 3.12+1.28° 3.32+1.18° 2.92+0.84° 3.57+1.43° 2.00:1.30" 3.01+0.93" 1.98
Knowledge of funeral rites process 3.28:1.13" 341111 3.50+0.99" 3.15:0.88° 3.29:+1.22" 4.00:+0.00" 3.33+1.16" 1.88"
Need of knowledge in funeral rites 2.05+1.02 1.97+0.81 2.12+1.00 2.00+0.56 2.14+042 2.00+0.75 2.00+0.81 0.76
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals process 2.82+1.32 2.85t1.16 1.89+1.25 2.77+1.07 3.07+1.22 3.50+1.60 2.80+1.05 0.35
Need to hand down sacrificial rituals food 3.05£1.29 3.05+1.15 296+1.10 285096 2.86+1.15 2.50+1.19 3.20+0.81 1.12
Will to perform my parent’s sacrificial rituals ~ 2.28+1.37° 1.96+1.15° 1.911.13" 2.15+1.12" 1.64+0.84° 3.00+2.13" 2.13+1.44* 1.93"
Interest in sacrificial rituals foods 3.23£1.20 3.28+1.02 3.31+1.23 3.15£0.96 3.0720.94 3.25+1.90 3.27+0.84 1.03
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals foods 3.46%1.37 3.52+121 3511.14+ 292+0.74 3.21x1.43 4.00+1.06 3.47+0.82 140
Knowledge of preparation and cooking of 5 33.) 41 334112 3304128 315:088 3.50:126 375:138 333:082 0.44
sacrificial rituals foods
Need of vicarious exccution in sacrificial ) o, 1 10 30041 12% 3224123 3154104 293:030° 3.50+1.19° 2734107 235™

rituals foods

" 1. know very well(agree strongly) 3. neutral 5. never(disagree strongly)

All values are Mean * SD

ad
' p<0.001

" p<0.05, T p<00l,

means in the row with the same letter are not significantly different at p<0.05 by Duncan’s multiple range test.

Table 9. Comparison of mean scores of attitude towards passage rites according to students’ major

Students’ major

Variables’

Liberal art Engineering Science

Social Management

Art &

F

_ _ _ science . . Law(N=31) gymnastics value
_ (N=9D)  (N=35)  (N=18) o ep) N=139) (N=110)

Wish of mourning by religious ceremony 3.07+1.31% 3.19+1.23" 3.44+0.85° 3.33+£1.43" 3.30:1.30" 3.07t1.41° 2.77+1.01° 3.04
Knowledge of funeral rites process 3.3710.92° 3.26:0.92° 4.11x0.75° 3.40£0.97° 3.41x122° 347+0.90° 3.36+1.05° 195
Need of knowledge in funeral rites 1.894+0.76 2.04+1.25 2.560.85 1.85:0.73 2.04+091 220+0.84 2.11+099 1.52
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals process ~ 2.74+121 2.96+1.50 3.56+1.19 2.75+1.02 2.80+1.20 2.93:x1.08 2.95+127 125
Need to hand down sacrificial rituals food 3.00+1.10 3.11+1.52 3.56+1.19 2.93+1.06 2.90+1.09 2.93:+094 3.13t1.14 1.59
Will to perform my parent’s sacrificial rituals 2.13+1.16° 2.44+1.45% 1.89+1.02° 1.90+126" 1.88+120" 2.07+1.31* 2.00+122° 273"
Interest in sacrificial rituals foods 3.2841.16" 3.30+1.16™ 3.67+0.97° 3.03+1.11* 3.32+£1.07"° 3.47+1.04® 3.23+0.97™ 2.58"

Knowledge of sacrificial rituals foods
Knowledge of preparation and cooking of
sacrificial rituals foods

Need of vicarious execution in sacrificial

ab
rituals foods 2.83+1.17

3.33+1.31°

3.30+1.23" 3.44+1.14" 4.44+0.70° 3.40+1.16°
3.13+1.35 3.41+1.12%° 4.22+0.80° 3.15+1.15"

3.43+1.16°
3.28+1.19™

3.33+1.18° 2.98+1.22" 2.84+1.16"

3.60+1.10° 3.55+1.06" 2.37"

3.80+1.12% 3.39+1.25" 2.76"

2.73+1.20° 3.16+1.05" 2.00°

" 1. know very well(agree strongly) 3. neutral 5. never(disagree strongly)

All values are mean + SD
ad

" p<0.001

" p<005, ” p<0.01,
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means in the row with the same letter are not significantly different at p<0.05 by Duncan’s multiple range test.
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Table 10. Comparison of mean scores of attitude towards passage rites according to family number
Variables' Family number F
2(N=3) 3(N=47) 4(N=360) S5(N=98) 6<(N=10) value
Wish of mourning by religious ceremony 3.00£0.00 3.18+1.48 3.16£1.26 3.12+1.23 2.44+129 127
Knowledge of funeral rites process 1.00+0.00° 3.00:1.15" 3.41£1.04° 3.58+0.98° 2.89+1.23° 4907
Need of knowledge in funeral rites 1.00£0.00 1.88+0.84 2.05+0.91 1.98+0.78" 2.22+094 1.03
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals process 1.00£0.00 3.12+1.20 291+1.19 2.75+£1.12 2.67+1.60 191
Need to hand down sacrificial rituals food 1.00£0.00° 3.29+1.29° 2.98+1.09° 3.08+1.03° 3.11+1.56° 226
Will to perform my parent’s sacrificial rituals 2.00+0.00 2.53+1.44 2.01+1.17 192+1.20 2.22+1.66 1.74
Interest in sacrificial rituals foods 2.00+0.00° 3.82£1.16° 3.26£1.10™ 3.19+1.03" 3.11£1.32* 3.03"
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals foods 2.00+0.00 3.71:x1.19 3.54£1.14 3.33+1.16 3.22+1.35 176
Knowledge of preparation and cooking of sacrificial rituals foods 2.00+0.00 3.53+1.10 3.39+£1.20 3.19+1.29 3.00+1.53 1.46
Need of vicarious execution in sacrificial rituals foods 2.00+0.00 3.06+1.49 2.99+1.16 297+1.15 2.89+1.13 0.63
" 1. know very well(agree strongly) 3. neutral 5. never(disagree strongly)
All values are Mean + SD
™ means in the row with the same letter are not significantly different at p<0.05 by Duncan’s multiple range test.
T p<005, " p<0.01, 7 p<0.001
Table 11. Comparison of mean scores of attitude towards passage rites according to sibling number
Variables' Brother & sister number F
1(N=26) 2(N=394) 3(N=93) 4<(N=11) value
Wish of mourning by religious ceremony 3.00+1.49 316129 3.11£1.18 240+1.07 1.18
Knowledge of funeral rites process 3.15£1.25°  3.40£1.04" 3.55:1.02° 240:1.07° 339"
Need of knowledge in funeral rites 2.08+0.93 2.00+0.89 2.11x0.79 2.00£094 034
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals process 3.46+1.36° 2.87+1.19" 2.75+1.11° 2.40+1.57° 2.54
Need to hand down sacrificial rituals food 3.62+1.52° 296110 3.16£1.01° 2.20£1.03° 4.447
Will to perform my parent’s sacrificial rituals 3.00£1.54° 1.9941.16™ 1.95+£1.20° 1.80+1.68" 4.927
Interest in sacrificial rituals foods 4.15+1.25° 3.28+1.09° 3.1120.96™ 2.60:1.43° 6627
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals foods 4.08+1.23° 3.50+1.16° 3.34+1.07° 2.80+122° 3.15
Knowledge of preparation and cooking of sacrificial rituals foods 3.85+1.19° 338+121° 3.13+126° 2.60+1.43" 301
Need of vicarious execution in sacrificial rituals foods 3.38+1.52 298+1.18 2.89+1.08 3.00:0.66 1.29
" 1. know very well(agree strongly) 3. neutral 5. never(disagree strongly)
All values are Mean + SD
*4 means in the row with the same letter are not significantly different at p<0.05 by Duncan’s multiple range test.

" p<0.05, " p<001, " p<0.001
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Table 12. Comparison of mean scores of attitude towards passage rites according to children’s order

Children’s order

Variables’ First Second Third Fourth< Val;ue
(N=276) (N=203) (N=40) (N=5)

Wish of mouming by religious ceremony 3.12+1.27 3.06£1.33 3.55+0.98 3.00t1.15 1.49
Knowledge of funeral rites process 3.44+1.03 3.38+1.08 3.35+1.02 2.00£1.15 2.08
Need of knowledge in funeral rites 2.08+0.91 1.97+0.85 1954074 2.00+1.15  0.53
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals process 3.00+126°  2.81+1.13° 2.40+0.74° 1.00+0.00° 534
Need to hand down sacrificial rituals food 3.04+1.15° 3.05+1.10° 2.90+0.84° 1.00+0.00° 393"
Will to perform my parent’s sacrificial rituals 2.16+1.31° 1.96+1.15*  1.55+0.67° 1.50:0.57° 3.61"
Interest in sacrificial rituals foods 331£1.13° 3.37+1.08° 2.70:0.64 1.00+0.00° 6.64
Knowledge of sacrificial rituals foods 3.60+1.25°  343+1.04° 3.05:0.81° 2.00+0.00° 4.05"
Knowledge of preparation and cooking of sacrificial rituals foods — 3.47+1.24°  3.25+#122° 3.00+1.01° 1.50+0.57° 417"
Need of vicarious execution in sacrificial rituals foods 3.01+1.17 3.00+1.23 2.80+0.99  2.50+0.57 0.81

" 1. know very well(agree strongly) 3. neutral

All values are Mean + SD
ad

" p<0.05, 7 p<0.01, ™ p<0.001
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