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Improving the Designation Criteria of Coastal and Marine
Protected Areas through the Application of AHP
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The Korean government has put mamy efforts into the protection of ecological values of coastal and
marine ecosystems since the mid 1990s, recognizing ecological values and economic contributions of
coastal and marine ecosystems. Rapid increase of coastal and marine protected areas in terms of number
and size implies the innovative change of national policy regarding ecosystem protection. As of the end
of 2006, the total number and size of the protected areas account for 425 and 10,666.8kd respectively.
Despite of this achievement, the current policy regime on the protected areas has not been quite
successful dealing with in managerial issues. The ambiguity and the lacking objectivity of designation
criteria have, been causes of pending issues such as conflict outbreaks, 'paper parks', duplicated
designation, etc.

This paper aims at improving current designation criteria based on AHP{Analytic Hierarchy Process).
The suggestion of the study covers both the new designation criteria and the weighing factor on each
criterion considering different ecological and socio-economic characteristics of ‘wetland protected area’ and
'marine protected area'.

I Keywords | Coastal and Marine Protected Areas, AHP(Analytic Hierarchy Process), designation
criteria
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