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Common Innovative City in Gwangju and Jeonnam Province:
L ocation Selection Process and Regional Development Effects

Jeong-Rock Lee*

Abstract : Central government of Korea devised the balanced national development as one of
important agenda of government administration, and set up special act for balanced national
development. According to special act, a plan to transfer public institutions to local areas was
publicized on June 24, 2005. Thus 175 public institutions located in the capital area will be
transfered to 11 local governments, and innovative cities will be built in local areas until 2012.
However, Gwangju and Jeonnam province adopted not two individual innovative cities but one
common innovative city in cooperation with two local governments. This study focuses on the
characteristics of location selection process of common innovative city in Gwangju and Jeonnam
province. Discussion about construction of common innovative city was started in need of new
model for common development of two provinces, and most of peoples agreed a plan to establish
on common innovative city within Jeonnam area near Gwangju area. Gwangju Jeonnam Regional
Innovation Council, in particular, played an important role in the process of location selection and
initial discussion about common innovative city. In addition, Common innovative city to be built in
Naju city will be provided positive regional development effects in several dimensions. In result, it
has been evaluated as a successful model of innovative city to be constructed with transfer of
public institutions to local areas.

Keywords : Innovative City, Common Innovative City, Location Selection Process, Regional
Development Effect, Gwangju Jeonnam Regional Innovation Council.

* Profeessor, Department of Geography, Chonnam National University.



