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A Critical Assesment on the Shin-hwal-ryuk Policy asa New Regional
Development Policy in Korea

Jong-Ho Leg*

Abstract : This paper aims to evaluate the new regional development policy which is entirely
focused on the lagging rural regions in Korea. The new regional development, called the shin-
hwal-ryuk policy is to reflect the radical change in the idea and philosophy of rural development.
Although traditional rural development policies were top-down-based and physical infrastructure-
centered, the new rural development policy idea is based on bottom-up and soft infrastructure
which is related to the promotion of regional innovation capacities. However, it is revealed that the
new rural policy involves a variety of problems in the process of establishing and making progress
the policy plan in a local level. In the operating process of the policy plan, the central government
has shown too quick-tempered for achieving visible outcomes, while many of local government
suffer from the lacks of professional capabilities to carry out the plan. I see that as a result of the
mixture of these problems the new policy is regarded as ‘passively localized process’ by the central
government rather than ‘actively localizing process’ by the region for building regional innovation
capacity.

Keywords : the Shin-hwal-ryuk policy, policy for lagging region, rural development, regional
innovation governance, regional innovation system
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