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TheHistory of Korean Economic Geography Framework during
Fifty Years (1956~2005)*

Ju-Seong Han**

Abstract : The aim of this study is to examine the changes of approach methods of research
framework in the history of Korean economic geography during the last fifty years(1956~2005). The
five factors that have influenced Korean economic geography are Korean geography, European,
American, and Japanese geography, fundamental theories of economics and business
administration, regional problems, and culture. The study of Korean economic geography can be
divided into four periods: ‘period of cradle of economic geography(1956~1962)’, ‘period of
establishment of economic geography(1963~later 1970s)’, ‘period of leap of economic geography
(the former half of 1980s~the former half of 1990s)’, and ‘period of transition of economic
geography (since later 1990s)’. And research framework of Korean economic geography has
changed from the regional structure theory in ‘period of leap’ to the spatial system of economies
and network theory in ‘period of transition’. Spatial system of economies and network theory
consists of spatial system of world economies, spatial system of national economies, spatial system
of regional economies, spatial network of enterprise economies, and spatial network of information
economies.

Keywords : fifty years of Korean economic geography, research framework, division into periods,
regional structure, spatial system of economies, network
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