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Contents Construction of Learning a Region through the Analysis of
Local Textbook, Social Studies Inquiry: Life in Seoul
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Abstract : In the context of region reconceptualized as a learning framework, using the Seoul region as an example,
this paper focused on the debate and the condition of regional social studies curriculum in elementary schools. It
means that regionalization of curriculum is the decentralization of power to develop and manage curriculum. In that
case, region is understood to be a resource used to commect the subject matter to children’s experience.
Furthermore, region is interpreted as Heimat, community and world around. Heimat is intended to be understood,
loved and belonged to. Community is the resource for learning and the space of communication, participation and
action. World around is the typical example to be searched, compared and explained by the concept and theory.

On the base of the regionalization debate and the classification of learning a region, I analysed the local textbook,
Social Studies Inquiry: Life in Seoul and suggested the framework of leaming a region. In this paper, I tried to
pick out the spatial demension of Seoul. It is classified into the space of experience, participation and inquiry. In
conclusion, the region—specific materials and approach laying stress on the issue and topic in the geographical
context of the region will determine that a proper regionalization occurs through not only methods but also content.
Key Words : learning a region, curriculum regionalization, local textbook, Social Studies Inquiry, region-specific

materials, Life in Seoul
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