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Political Regionalism in Korean Congressional Elections 1988 ~2004:
A case study with provincial border regions Yeongdong, Muju and Kimcheon
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Abstract : After the democratization process since 1988, the national scale voting behavior in congressional elections
has changed from a rural-government party and urban—opposite party connection to a political regionalism oriented
pattern. In this context, the case study with provincial border regions aims to investigate possible party identification
change of the region, and to find a relationship between polling score ratio and socio—political characteristics of the
candidates. As a result, Yeongdong shows a strong negation to the presumed Chungcheong local party and shows
a continuous party identification with the Kyungsang local party. Muju reveals a more or less weakened identification
with the Jeolla local party, on the contrary, Kimcheon shows a unchanged strong identification with the Kyungsang
local party. The regional neighborhood effect was verified quite partly between the subdivision districts of the
border regions. With a application of linear fitting method, it is certified that voters have attached great importance
to the belonging party, native place, as well as political career of the candidates as a voting criterion.
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