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Current Status of Pediatric Liver Transplantation

Kyung Mo Kim, M.D.

Department of Pediatrics, University of Ulsan College of Medicine, Asan Medical Center, Seoul, Korea

Outcome of liver transplantation for children with end liver disease has been improved mar-
kedly during last two decades. Improvement of immunosuppressive agent and its strategy to use
in children, development of innovative surgical technique, and better understanding of the course
of liver transplantation attributed to better outcome of pediatric liver transplantation. Therefore
this review article will focus on the problems which can occur during pre- and post-trans-
plantation period, current strategy to use immunosuppressive agent for the better understanding
of pediatrician who is not involved in transplantation but takes care of the children pre- and
postoperatively. (Korean J Pediatr Gastroenterol Nutr 2007; 10: 1~10)
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Table 1, Underlying Causes of 129 Liver Transplantation in
123 Children at Asan Medical Center from 1994 to 2007

=129 (%)

Underlying causes

[))

Biliary atresia 7
Fulminant hepatitis 2
Wilson disease

Liver cirrhosis

Urea cycle disorder

Alagille syndrome

Idiopathic IHBDP*

PFIC

Biliary duct stricture

Neonatal hepatitis

Glycogen storage disease

Protein C deficiency

Retransplantation
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*Intrahepatic bile duct paucity, TProgressive familial intrahe-
patic cholestasis,
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Table 2, Pateints Survival after Living Donor Liver Transplants in Korean Chilren under 17 Years Reported from 2005 Annual

Report of Korean Network for Organ Sharing (KONOS)

Age (years) 3 month survival 1 year survival 2 year survival 3 year survival
at time of Total
transplant % Std, Err, % Std, Err, % Std, Err, % Std, Err,
<1 4 75.00 02165
1~5 115 9478 0.0207 92 11 0.0252 88.51 0.0317 86.78 0.0356
6~10 65 9538 0.0260 9210 0.0340 92,10 0.0340 90.30 0.0378
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Fig. 1. Survival rate after liver transplantation in 123 children
at Asan Medical Center according to age.
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