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Park, Jin-Sook. (2007). Suzan-Lori Parks’ Venus: Colonized oppression and
violence in a black woman’s body. English Literature & Literature Teaching, 13(4),
253-270.

The purpose of this paper is to illuminate how Suzan-Lori Parks reveals colonized
oppression and violence in a black woman's body in Venus. The body of Hottentot
Venus is an 'object' of white male spectators’ gazes and a dissection from a medical
study. The report on her pathologic anatomy gives the audience the illusion that the
body of a black woman is inferior to those of others. Not only 'subjective' aesthetics,
but also 'objective’ medicine makes us confuse ‘fact' with ‘truth' about black women. By
publicly exhibiting her erotic body, Venus is represented as a singular emblem
for nineteenth-century colonial discourse on race and sexuality. Her body stands for
the powerful signifier of raped Africa. A distinctive feature of black Venus is her
raciality. The ownership of her body is only transferred from Mother-Showman to
Doctor Baron. She had no right to her ownership. Her body is an object of hatred and
curiosity and at the same time a site which is represented by conflicting desires. Parks'
eventual goal in Venus is to investigate 'hindsight' of Venus Hottentot, ‘the past' and 'the
posterior'. As the meaning of original chocolate can be regained, the insulted and
damaged body of Venus should also be recovered and resurrected.

[gaze/desire/body/objectification/black woman/colonized oppression, -5A]/&3/
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A vl STl F& Wil e Ao T2rt 72 #h(Suzan-
Lori Parks)= TH|UY2, (Venus)(1997)2}= 2HEdlA 3910 SHIEE WA
(The Hottentot Venus)®] =2 A9} 235 thFAtt 1810 ‘Folze| 7}t sio]-
2HKhoi-san) #4191 TRHIEE HUYAE duor Zejel ofxFE AY7px]
ABAAE Sl & AAFAL 1 & ZFao] FsAt wjE HEo|(The
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Baron Docteur)Oﬂ ofsf ofst A+~ o]l HATH ARl 1] A -
o} tiFolAl EohA AAE o] 5 wdAE HE o] Ao Z Al
7F HAd A9 SHEE #HU A = %X vlERK(Saartjie Baartman)©] 23tE =
shet Ao R, vETRS fydlA] 5dzte] Fo] Al ol 18151 wtE]elA] A
< mhEla AJAlS S FE o] 18161 dlE] = E@| 1 (Henri de Blainville) 12
a1 1817\l = ZA] FFH]o](Georges Cuvier) 52 stzloll 93] 1 Wj&o] o=z
Z3E A

=

FHEE HUZ9) oloprli= 1047] & o] Wl AnFe Hgo] B3}
B 9E v Sl gEe] AAE FYHFORA WE] W Y E ofy]
Aol g FHA NS AFDL WMULE o G BT Az
A 2olZ Hmel ol AAS YA A A gk ATl GE] G
e At gore Bal 4nAS Felgh ARl Seolge] AAE FAs
1 AREET Bat A E9lye] Bol ofd WAow ARHYEA 1
o feah Agate] Aol Hi Selolgel Bol A gEe Pol ofd

A AREEAE Uz BES T3 et
A2 o] Holuh2 le aga & Ygdo
A& EAolth. oleldk R FloAd nyx il
HAES 374 §¥or AlEde vE I Fo
%d’(object) &% 15 uieHE} oln EiQIPAE O] ‘FA]” (gaze)= EbAte]
AAH S 7tk 2y 58 ARIAA A9k AA] aea oidskE
wha BT Aol A, AeE Al AATE Fohdls P& <hs
BASEE o] ebdan Alzte HelE 4 9l7] whtel] A= Ade] A
20|t} (Gilbert, 1996, p. 221) 2= EA T F ool A AT ?6431 514
g v z=e] o] AF et &S B A oS @itk B =EoAE
o AAleh SAl Elal A AT oBA ERlo e Fel FEEEAE
Sl Slolg el Foll Zhall AnlFol A ofqta HE PGS durTle 3tk
obee] ole|gt FeF el ATk 2ol BFolA ZAIELS JAEAE =
& B3z} s},

. =22 QIX|Z|: Aoy SAILl F2| FA|

d SHIEE vy 2e] 7o) A= Al weldd i 174]
£ AlFehs Ade WEo] Aok 1yrt 01 = o5

I - S =l = A RE b S o] Oé‘:é 1”(Parks,
1997, p. 62)F WliEo|Ath 4 W AU, Y5olE T A, Hulol, o tE, T

VER gdE ol MYz, & 19973 (New York: Theatre Communications



G-z el g 255

_1

H = ojgl we] 21zHE(8 Human Wonders)So] vl 29} 3 ol HAE 2
ARt 7 FE5S 115 AL YA 2 dYolE /A ol Zelgt A4 vy A
Atk &7F AEE= Y Mo slotalA A7 e duolE 1A

5 oA "z2s A4 dRTt Ho] 2o HAE 5

A A 542 7H a5 QtellA vy ze] WA 542 a9 <
Tty Foll & 719 ZAA & A AHEE delAM AAEH= 2 2
F< el Fos T Al 240 diido] "rk e e HA
= MIER g FA9A AAE AEY] aFE ETE ARES 7
J[AA F= A4 FdEolth. FA3 FHlel e AR FEHE T5
o] Aol AWIA|e] £H3tE FaLs] stee FHdES] omelrh = iy
= et oa) FAE 1FH s A

Y 28] Fol PaA= FHAPL o] AF AA FF AAl d=d 7HE
ol He o Aud + Ade A2 WMAARIFAAE] FAoth A
= AAE T5Y A ERobrel ANIA i Abel g A RpALol o] Al
Ae 419 A5 F7F 7L d=uE £33 HoFErh d9E Fof e
SAARE SAIHY S BRbE dE ] dider wen e Be Ao B
AR = SAI diide] BAlA B FA wke] B S $AE deke o
&2 BARstE AL 5] Al ghel]l FAlE

Al A e RA BATE Slojok Jhestth o] ASEelA SAlE
T2 FAEE 53] g dAdA AFE = o5 S ARA e
I RIFA AYE Fo e sk el ofge] AAE EAlskE e
gAoltt, W20 52 A4 welg s Aol Al ‘Y. %S U
A x2E Fdke adY 55 #A4% dFSARES AT Folt &
Aol 71 2 &9 AAE gds wmo® At E Aotk Fow vy
o= AL 7Hg st ZFdeA SHE S 7R Sgoltt

FABTAIY, B A St fAlE v, 93 A5E vET A9
BE dzollA vlg- FastAl AAA shvh 2 (Lacan, J, 1977)2 A ZF3 SA
aelal 98 #A FESHAA AlZte] dde] &) dEgdoer 3t

s
oA 53] Aol A8 B

~L~°1N W

2)
3 3 Zo]=(Sigmund Freud)2] A]Z}

A A 2+3(scopophilia) 9] 7dS Woj&
T AUnh ZRo ]E of MEW oA TE AlgS el it o ® HEsHA
AR )AL T ofd AlAdem ERRLE AujstE = 9ol A7

WA7|sh o] B8 FAAEAL Lz AL wHA JEE A 3
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olt}, o]g3 A ZHEFe A HiE A B ol gE AlES o
1 2ES FAA SA skl T4 A1t (Mulvey, 1988, p. 59).

ZRol=o] FHA HW By Fo digh §Alef A e
=71 ARl AgA, 44 HAZoe= jr“-'i‘ = ok 2y ol ¢
A L B Y] AL wed] JiQ1A ARdelA U] et
zlolt}. &m| whuk(Homi Bhabha)7} “3 Ht o1 o] A e F31F,
OL%ZM iME' s 7 @Q@ﬂ 7] 3%”(Gilbert, 1996, pp. 253-4 A|21g)
]zﬂ uﬂ 740 ,w] 4 quo] U]7H-Es]- U_{\_OE 13] /\424 EH
1o 8 Q1% 314 W5} D‘EOI i =t # 9}71 wjio] ot

-

nZi oW
2 o e o

M oajd o] Fo] ZH ek ZAlel THY 5_‘1} 1996L4 5’—?3 UH H]Lﬂ
A718d wj$- oftlu} ZE|(Adina Porter)e] o= ul$- IpFE =T L
2 JHolE x| fal vHFEE S Oﬂi‘%’é}‘ﬁﬁ—‘% H] 7444 o
= %@‘L‘ﬂéﬂﬂ Oé‘:éolé A ] EO@TD} 1‘%5

s 9

fr b=
&5 O‘i@@}@ ol Al HeolFef= O’D} H] o gk
Qlojde] #H=dt S (sexuality)s At Ao 9 MRlEdlA &
AUz dEoz Qe AAAHES Aoz Adoa WA gl
(Elam)@} o]y (Rayner)(1998) + T HIEE H|UY2E “odF3} Ao th3l 194
o AMA ©E A4S A Tagh FHo=E"(p. 265 A=, dskE 1Y
o He w2 WMRAEANA AFF Aol thek Lo AE AojFrh
T A7 4 3 SAA8Y w7 S AN Fad IS
a5 e i o2 dotste dolth QLE% FA7E obd it o w wh
A

¢
we i

i
o

Sol 25 T WS A MUz B 53 $EI daH AL} B
9 A 2ol 09 A BRAAAL, #A5] UAE 22U wopy
E RES B4 BEQY 9508 QUL adE Ak b Fom
QIgtoleb] mrbs BAs|olok & o FAHC

EERE R

A Y R uE s SRR,

JUE 193 SRS o AAA T o] 3] of A= e Al gld 8.

el i A AZA Mg o
wAlR: AZF 29 A Aol A

The Mother-Showman
Ladies and gents : The VVenus Hottentot
Shes been in civilization a whole year and still hasn't learned
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nothin!
The very lowest rung on Our Lords Great Evolutionary Ladder!
Observe : | kick her like I kick my dog! (p. 45).

FHXColling) @00 B 2ol el STl AN A E 5
22 ARsA 7o E/\i Zolojad o] ofol&S == 4 A(p. 139)
olgbir A A ol% Tl Al mEaL ophA el IS TAY HE

2 HojF Alolth,

B2 ek g Brte] A7 el el ARl i)
So) gao] Tel AANE Geldti AN TRE weh 5o
G3 weld A47E a5 4%% A4 Aow Tl Hbe 2
olfri A4 7] Weluth o W] wRelehz stk MUsTt F&
F AT AR FolA GFe] e el A 7]el el

S BHEA & A7
fFraddE Hrke

s A A
Zodd Z75 7PAa v
P FeYd 54
GZFAMTEH T4 s

The clitoris sized moderate to large

and had a well-developed prepuce

all situated far more conspicuously

than in the European female.

Her most remarkable feature

were the long appendages

which hung down from her pudendum.. (p. 149)

ol A% o]} H&oﬂ qa Aol
AR MGASE qEE B 2o S
Aot}

e B ALl S S
o) wE AAHI B8 u} o] FEl AaAE AMT AA e

BIAE FUEE ol4d 4/t sRstgor WolEe ade BE A
9L WA AAAA Felolge] Bol A5tk AL HAHA
o2 QAN o|2A Felojge] Bol} Ak A AAletslurks T
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W22 FF5-2(Columbus) @] ©l 55 7E3t=Hl(p. 104), FFH27F A=
ARAE T2 3t

Aot AHES WA AAY 7 A wuze] NAE G
datth 1k ool g wele AN §Fes] s AFasn v}
e AHAbsta sfF-sked, 1YY AlAlE ol2A A
sk fek obxelske AW ARl Tdel A A AW @k vz
SR I AT FEID FhAG. WU s
U}EL LlL:] 0:1}\] x]./\ g]
%t 3 obxelte 44
I
A

EE o] e qAE *ﬁﬂ *“ﬂ"(p 76) =il

a2 oo e 7017}%-@ Ura} Nrﬂg}il gt 7] HE(signifier)©]
ol A A A ol e AFs| A, A AA Ei}@ AT e AAEE 73
o] oJm= Bgle]l v IdEE dAE.

=]

o

B9 (Boehmer)(1993)= AWstd A9 AlAl= $AAY IAIHA A,
xob a7 A AEoAA F2 ok A wig A S48
L LA i = X]HHDLOV] Ha FolrY Aol dideldrtar A
13 0Hp. 269). MU 2=9] w9 Afds B 293 AMEE By 99 o

Itk el Be @iE el gle] ohglth e B Airtelx)

oo i > Y X >N OH
;O

WUF AR I RE-ALS| AL Al G o] AN A AA AL, AA] 2 wj=
Mol SAle]l tiidol e sEEAt vjEy B2 | FsR Al A=
Ao Ao giidoz #Elglo] Hoj= oty

. &F 2t 322 : ASsts Ao FAZA L F

URZEE obyel g AHol A Hju o] AlA|E|Fel| gt o st A7}t A}
GEch e Ae deolE A% FAleth i ffolk §lF+o
E71Q1 o]Fol A ofstAl P HE 7Hd A AT (p. 109) =2
o, adE 9ol e wekow d&S yvitk(p. 110) T
| 29 AAE Abgho] obd dzolut @A et 2 sl vuEh

l

flo o

morlo Y 2
o]
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The Baron Docteur

The condition of the Flexor brevis digitorum pedis presented
rather anomalous characters

it might be said to form 2 distinct muscles.

This condition interests us

because of the well-known fact that in the chimpanzee,

and all inferior Primates, a considerable portion of this muscles
always arises from the long flexor tendon while in man alone
the whole of it commonly takes orgin from the Os calcis. (p. 97)

oJatelzl Skl w2 MY zo] fyole] Av|eh BGE oyt Al
Aol FATAS Sfstal £4ske] ol& st 3t HjE HEol® oW
HE odtolyt st SAS st 9E ded AR Wede
n-g- A 9SSk 8h oA H Fde A Eﬂa ‘/‘}
A NS EEEHA L—E 19*1]7] Z2~ t}¢l(Charles Darwin)o] ¥
etolut =eH(Phrenology) @t ol AAE TrHEtE EES éiod
‘ﬂ7}4 5ol OH/J s ded = Ha}“ Al & Ho]FArh ‘?——_JHPOJS
St o ® obFHA Ratrtar AzsteE A
@5’7%01 ase] AAE AAAHlL FEAoE ﬁL 84
A= e 2 abel7E itk o]lE whdsh dwkele] Mol A
Holup ggtolet= sk F8 olE Atk w ZAe Ao
o FBtolnt ofshe FRlogd el o] HAY HHE Aol MEm
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& ¥ t}.(Gilman, 1985, p. 231)

53 Eelgel e ol WAT go] AZHOR sAsEE
W3l Aw AVl RS Eeidel AzeA Ed AAVE BEsE
Rolth. oled AW FAS A& we AU ojuAz olmid
FA oI, MY aE W&o

A AL G Aol 2ae Aaa
% S AL S

Bt ot} el U gol v AAET
Awoleh. wluzsk WA AA B olf
AR AE2ALH EAUE

29 Hii

The Venus

Exhibit B:

A feather from the head of the

so-called Venus H.

The feathers were said to bring good luck--

when stroked such feathers cured infertility.

When ground and ingested these same feathers proved
a brilliant aphrodisiac.(p. 70)

9 Az ge] BAE Wi WAl Al #AAe vt Aale) B
o AAsh FHo shgale s Aelth AR AR Aol FEb oy
W oom AX7F el B WA Aol = B2 WYl Sld 2
(. 75) e MU 2] T Apale] AR HASE Bo Aol 17t Fo
B Fahe Aotk wuze] Bol digk Aol ik Auela ok

Young, J)(1997),0_ o] AL EGstal o] Fo] AR AT oA Ay
mo] ZFHo)| v A7} BRakaL QAL 0]%’ E]r"]; A& gcta W23kl ‘ﬂr(p 699).
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AR L o) BHISAS SIAA7IE 7HE A AQL dolth Q12(Innes)(2000)
= eZAFE A Aale B vueis ml$ H53 A7 (. 26)EH
aye] ol gk vl AEstel THE S-S A A A

WA FdEelA Bk aWrh STt ofdd #le] A= g
=7} e e wlg- Tt vy as “WrF Ag doF du2.27(Do | have
a choice?)eh= S WHESA| vk ”‘Zﬂi a7t *dﬁ—'ia o de AL glth
HU 2 &l AE H7EeiA &+ o b BEAYE AlgskAal oAl
AelapAnt Bl Pahe AL Az AR BAels} ofutt,

T E-AF3] 2}

AU 2 %%0]—% I} EE 7rEolof,
TA wpE AREEC] =8 W o)fAL

ase] A2 Y Oé‘:éoloﬂ agatA.

Az 716l AL

The Mother-Showman
Yr a Negro native with a most remarkable spanker.
Thats what they pay for.

Their eyes are hot for yr tot-tot.
Theres the poetry.(p. 51)

o] AFe] WAL AFHeR woAEs} AE o|FAUE A3 B
g 43 Bel B wwe] 23 HelA glo] dojvtk ok F 7}
= ; | €4 3do] EUAT TS sxwl
A7t} 9ljo] ole] WA e Tali Holw, ThE st wdAE
b gold olFolm B3 ol @ FHE AT FARHAR olojA 1

Jee AARehE Aotk A oA mstel M= A ek 75‘11H aga =Fe
e w aeal A= AT stolA =4 4 74] 2w o

“Atgtee W3 2 FHol Aol RS 5 2ob(p. 56)THs -
ARBALS] "2 5l 53] SRl 5ol Ao ARl dxtElE A
of Az HA ¥&& BN HlUAE é*u}fi Azl "Rlolghs A=
ofe] Al ok B =& Hold F duke Aol ARl
S wh(The Brother §-of thXL-A}3|AL7} )9 ”‘Oﬂ AEHA 2U7E =29
HAHL ol a7t AlFAust Aztets sle gty wAshe] At ol gl
.

ESE

AA S-27F Gl =Fa e
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2 =skola.
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The Girl
When do we get to England, Sir?

The Brother
This is England! Cant you tell?

The Girl

| wasnt sure.

(Rest)

Where are the golden streets?

The Brother
Just around that bend there.
You cant see them from here.(p. 22)

aUZt AR AR E wold gtk o oMW EASA o
ggea et axdA Tk s 8 delge Aud B
AN BT AFES] Ak R0 el HE A Roly] wolrt
B dolA x2S GAFIL oF Folmi e F
A

l

ol Al wl$- A ZEsih o] FolA 2FES T3 AH FAER
SAsch A (Miller)(2002)= o] FollA ZFEe upeko g Al gt
A o w i HSARZA 7]Eeehal 2 A th(p. 134).

e ool
BAE g B e
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g whA g}

(Z& AP 25 2 A F& Au Y. 2= fes] 29 ol
YHE 719E F& S o 25 275 o] 2

The Baron Docteur

Don't look! Don't look at me.
Look off

somewhere.

Eat yr chockluts

eat em slow

thats it.

Touch yrself.

Good.

Good.

(He's masturbating. He has his back to her. He sneaks little looks at her over his
shoulder. He cums.) (p. 106)

z3dd A9 BAHE o] AWe Am 28
FA% B Aole] sol Ad

HY 2o AAl= oy §9E°] &

L o
Be ForuAw FFE /4 FrE YASTE AT & Yt
= Aa FA 4 5 gl

7
ol sta Azel Y WA
Fegol WAsol i FaolsE 3

TME] O AE MUAE A¥s 59 gyeR A4se e
Sy 5] uhubsh the AlgEe] Zel «UFEHrel g AHFelAE

7t el 2 S A st (Elam, 1998, p. 275)

Eo] B vuze] B 4 FASEAE AAYNE Brhe AL
A AATEES = BRES GAHIE SR e R o
& GAOIIE Sk MUt w2 Hol W dolFv] “old o] Am
#4 woba/ Weel AW ol RA AFolm/ wgol B A L. 107)

o

g3 w3k, 1 FEaHolx

ol%d A<l
A o v sy s AN 8-S dojitks Je wfg A H o d

® s

AEe] H&S MBWAUAR FF WAES AUEe) 4H vokgol} #

ot
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i

e At U e Ags 915tel (For the
FAAE Seldth o] FFF

aye] AHETE Wolshe=
love of the Venus)Zl= Al &=o] 5=
o] ol = HAo| 1P WA YL
AR A FT7L Bl 2ol Al whE-E& W7 k7] el wEshe d3 AR
Azcgnl Aoz, Aar duilies 5094 vy aAy] A4S g
o2 Aol & 4 "i(Young Man)& &ol ARAE AMREHA RbET

O

S0
T

rr

ojtt. AEofAA F& oo FRlA Y AES WAstHAE WX ulH
HSS ol opAA N A&l dig s =3 Jdvke A agal ATt
2 wolold e myse] g Wojop o) AlRe AA Hi g wel
AfAIZS] Aol ek o] EuikA ] FElE A OR wAH Hro =
T WEAQ W A F2lel dofA e ufg- kAl = BAS AT
gt 5558 SAIE tie] FES B AAE SEHERHSEZHR 5 A
AE At st 9E8S gt

SAE A& 7P AT Wl T ostve 5555 FEAcld, o &

A B4 #AE v 2AZHA JASA7IE i FAF oA, gkt

s Eolol & AHE A SIS AGH 249 F4E Ao

T T e AR Ao mZR #Ae] SAIE BAEE Sl Fodt

th olo] mEE o]FH AZ (A7 Aol o]Fo] HThHE HAEC] g

o] U 55 AARE FUS BUA A5 SF5S Al v e

2 = AAFHAE A 29 k= YHE AT (Gilbert, 1996, p. 250)

TS B Fae EYEHO de #AAY AHS Hojulo] £ ¢
MpA o2 WA wAZY] R s vietrA g

goo] G s A5 gel AW HxE FH gk Als
saE HEY FJEH v|elES wWelAREe ATIAIY. = o]
A7 RS ®Bop Aol e defow Fedstal =, o] =9
FAES 3 Aol 1A AHaAM 1Few AFE Tk Wae FAsta
ATh ol wae] oprtzEA I el dun Aage B wAe
B AFAIE BA A A & wdaTh ol ae S
2ANME AAA oqnE A,

o] 52 AZAWIIA AR o] ojd HES wh = FSIRAEE
zbeth A AR vy 2] S50 8 AAEH H| A SHEET S5
dH=Y FAAYL, “eEW Xhols ¢ SU(p. 3T SHEAEE]
Adz vel ade] Hge AT ALRH AU Folslth o v
AAL Fold el el EAE Hugty a8y 1 ¥ ade JA5ES A

Hao @ Qa 23] Sl A8 W)k ghoh(ubzl<:, 20086, p, 214).
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vepdth oln] 2 zRlel ol Ed3sbe= Blolth Al s HE
FeR el s Bt Artke 52 vy E B

45 AFgPsts A 59l =<2 A (Negro Resurrectionist) &, 1 22915 9]
Fa7HE A7 FEE #EAL ARlE sFgoR Bl WY
/‘}%‘C’W‘r s vupx] AlAlS =@stal B AE 2EAYH FAAHA T
ol ZQES AALE FEA P grh 2y FATF AR EZHAe thE
He 5059 AL 93 gt we|Holel= Aotk Favt FFHow

HEE HUY2E &3 S48 AAbelA A Asta gAste] gd A2
Ao E2]  HHl(hindsighty = 252 ‘7 ’(the past)e} ‘o]’ (the
posterior)o]th. o] ZRE i E = SR1AHES AAE tA] EotHal ol&
AFozZH N2 dAE THEo] 71y g

ojAl= wWistAY e EA aEa MAE JALE nkR fojop g
apA ek A EobA] 2FZEe] SAssd], o Feld 2T S
thekek omE 2rolar gtk x2EFHO] olofr|= wmpxur A HAY AA
8E g vjFo]l Ak Y 2FAL AR VRS A AU AIRE

ek w 2ol oy AW o] AFeM = Sl dAFE A
Ald 27 gl wlg AAQ Ao A 2FAE wol #
Ayuzs A4 o FgaAw vk wuss cx2Zde] Helle AAS
AFAY dFe] dHeR AREH 2 Wi, esdels TR AU
ol A= Fagdleln A=l Aoty (p. 156)Fha WHE =

o A,
Aot AW MBS gHols FBe gHom 9
s o2 Qs Aol FH o] F fyeME
QoI sl S(pp. 155-156), ATEINA 22
g A Fgeh 2l el dakel Ao
st of FolME B z2:e 1 Ho] oA
QAT T et olFA S-S EAsE PRIt
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rut
pocy
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[y N & ot |o
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Aol A B 7R 2ol oleprleh AR oAl maxel
et 2ot olgd Wud Felw aush 229, 193 o
Uolrh, EQlelds BEAE ATl BaA ggd ool Agn e
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Her personality was sprightly, her memory good. She spoke low Dutch, tolerably good
English — the man at the Academy and | tried to teach her French. She danced after the
fashion of her own country and played with a fairly good ear upon a little instrument
she called a Jew’s Harp.(p. 110)
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