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Table 1. The Clinical Characteristics of Lipoblastoma

Site Age at onset Age at diagnosis Size (cm) Recurrence
Back 3 mo 7 mo 7*5 -

23 mo 30 mo 4*3 -

27 mo 33 mo 3.5*3 -

13 mo 26 mo 2%2*1 -

16 mo 17 mo 0.5 -
Abdominal mass 40 mo 40 mo 9.2 -

12 mo 13 mo 1712 -
Buttock 17 mo 22 mo 6*4* -
Chest wall 43 mo 43 mo 5 -
Scalp mass 2mo 5mo 3*3 +
Neck 30 mo 31 mo 21 -
Nose At birth 15 mo 0.5*0.5 -
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A. Grossly, the tumor is well-circumscribed, B. In the low power view, the tumor reveals
grayish tan and gelatinous with vague multilobulation with delicate fibrous septae.
fibrous area.
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C. The tumor is composed of mature and S
immature adipocytes, the latter including 2]
lipoblasts in various stages of develop-

ment. =2
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Fig. 1. Gross (A) and microscopic findings groll 2 Aojz] 9lom FapEel At
(B, C) of the lipoblastoma of the back. Aoz 3
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The Clinical Manifestations of Lipoblastoma in Children

So-Hyun Nam, M.D., Dae-Yeon Kim, M.D., Seong-Chul Kim, M.D.,
In-Koo Kim, M.D.

Department of Pediatric Surgery , University of Ulsan College of

Medicine , Asan Medical Center, Seoul, Korea

Lipoblastoma is a rare benign soft tissue tumor occurring in infancy and early
childhood. It is characterized by fat lobules with varying degrees of maturity,
multivaculoated lipoblasts, fibrocapillary networks and myxoid stroma. Lipoblas-
toma has a good prognosis with no metastases despite its potential for local
invasion. From Jan, 1990 through April, 2007, 12 children underwent the operation
for lipoblastoma, 7 boys and 5 girls, diagnosed at median 22 months (5~43
months). Median follow up was 6 year 7 months. Primary sites included back (n =
5), intraabdominal (n = 2) and one in each of buttock, chest wall, neck, nose and
scalp. Tumors presented with a growing mass in 9 patients, abdominal distension
in 2, and an incidental finding on chest radiography in one. Complete excisions
were done in all patients. There was one recurrence in a patient with a scalp
mass. After reoperation, he has been doing well without evidence of recurrence.
Lipoblastoma has a favorable prognosis, but recurrence can occur even with
complete excision. Regular follow up is necessary to detect recurrences.

(J Kor Assoc Pediatr Surg 18(2):179~186), 2007.
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