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Fig. 1. Location of impalpable testes identified with laparoscopy (9 testes in 8 patients).
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The Value of Diagnostic Laparoscopy for Impalpable
Testes

Young Guk Lee, M.D., Jae Shin Park, M.D., Eun-Suk Lee, M.D.

Department of Urology, Daegu Catholic University, Daegu, Korea

There have been no definitive preoperative diagnostic imaging studies for
impalpable testes. We observed the effectiveness of laparoscopy for detecting
impalpable testes not identified with ultrasonography (USG) or careful physical
examination under general anesthesia. We retrospectively reviewed 117 patients
(118 testes) who were operated upon for undescended testes from January 1998 to
December 2004. The testes of these patients were palpable in 97(82%) and
impalpable in 21 (18%). We analyzed the preoperative diagnostic method, site of
the testes, operative method and operative findings of the 21 impalpable testes.
Preoperative USG and physical examination under general anesthesia were
performed on 20 patients, and 12 patients’ testes could be localized. Eight patients
whose testes could not be localized with USG and physical examination underwent
laparoscopy. Seven of the 8 patients had testes in inguinal canal and 4 of these
were atrophied and underwent orchiectomy because of atrophy (2) and vanishing
(2). Only 1 patient had bilateral intraabdominal testes and one of the testes was
atrophied. Laparoscopy was a useful method for detecting impalpable testes, but
the clinical application might be limited because the location of atrophic or
vanishing testes was mainly inferior to internal inguinal ring.

(J Kor Assoc Pediatr Surg 13(1):66~71), 2007.
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