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The Status Quo and New Directions in Geography Education of the Social
Studies Curriculum of Universities of Education
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Abstract : This study aims to describe the status quo of the social studies curriculum of universities of education in
Korea, to extract the questions at issue, and to suggest new directions for improvement. To approach these purposes,
the author grasps the viewpoints that the intensifying course of the department of social studies is investigated with
relation not only to the national curriculum on elemeniary social studies but also to both specialization course and
liberal arts course. Intensifying course have been organized to strengthen the teaching-learning abilities on the subject
matter contents since the beginning. But the present day, intensifying course meets several problems waiting solution:
problems in reference to overlap with specialization course, to disconnection with liberal arts course, and to the
internal disequilibrium. So, the author proposes six solutions for the problems.

Key Words : curriculum of elementary social studies, university of education, intensifying course, specialization course,

liberal arts course, elementary geography education.
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