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Abstract

This study aims at investigating how middle school students perceive the content of the ‘Me and My
Family Relations’ unit in the technology and home economics textbook, act on such perceptions and how this
connects with their healthy family relations. In addition, the study also points at inquiring into what kind of
differences and mutual influences can be found in the above-mentioned three factors according to family
environment. With this objective, this research has analyzed survey data conducted on 401 7th grade middle
school students residing in Incheon Greater city, collected by the random sampling method. The findings are
as follow:

First, the students were found to have positive perceptions on the ‘family relations and communication’ unit
in the technology and home economics text book. However, they were also found to perceive that the
content was not as realizable in their everyday family lives.

Second, the number of students who perceived their family lives to be healthy was found to be quite high.
The students perceived their family lives to be healthy projecting from such aspects as the degree of
gratification and affection, extent of family bonding, communication patterns, and problem solving abilities, in

the same order. In addition, the higher the families' socio-economic level, and in the cases that the students
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had working mothers and the fathers held higher degrees, the degree to which the families were perceived

to be healthy was higher.

Third, in investigating the influence that such factors as the students' family environment, the degree that

students perceived the text book content positively, and the degree that the students perceive the content to

be realizable have on healthy family relations, among these factors, the students' perceived degree of

how heaithy their family relations are had the most bearing over the above-mentioned factors. The second

influential factor on how healthy family relations are was the family's affectional environment; found to

be more influential than such factors as family type, the mother's employment status, living standards, and

the parents' educational level. On the other hand, the perceived level of realizability was found to have a

lower influence on the students' family relations than the perceived positivity.
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