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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to test the effects of practical reasoning home economics instruction on
middle school students' views of home economics. Thomas(1986) categorized six alternative views of home
economics as education for women, manual training, application of science, household management, family
development, and an intervention. This study carried a quasi-experiment research with an independent
variable of types of instruction and a dependent variable of views of home economics. The experiment was
carried with the sample of 137 8th grade students in Gwangju area for ten class hours. Paired t-test was
performed to examine the pretest-posttest differences of each experiment group and comparison group. The
results showed that practical reasoning instruction improved level of the view of home economics as an
intervention, and decreased level of the view of home economics as manual training. From the results of this
study, conclusion can be made that practical reasoning home economics instruction is effective in changing to
the appropriate views of home economics. Also it is expected that current Korean home economics textbook

can lead to the views of home economics as household management and as family development.
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