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How much Korea-Specific Phenomenon is
Hwang’s Scandal?:
Reading Universality and Specificity of Hwang's Scandal

Lee, Young Hee

ABSTRACT
What does Hwang's scandal exactly mean? Is it confined to

data fabrication or beyond that? Can it be seen as very
Korea-specific phenomenon? With regard to these questions,
existing research papers have not provided satisfactory answers so
far. Based upon these research questions, this paper aims to
provide elaborated definition of Hwang’s scandal, and analyze the
characteristics of Hwang's scandal in terms of universality and
specificity. The essence of Hwang's scandal starting from the
unethical acquisition of eggs is composed of two parts: 1)
scientific misbehavior including data fabrication, 2) unreasonable
behavior of Hwang supporters even after knowing Hwang's data
fabrication. The first part of Hwang's scandal, that is scientific
misbehavior including data fabrication can be described as
universal phenomenon because it happens very extensively across
the world. In contrast, the second part of Hwang's scandal, that is
unreasonable behavior of Hwang supporters can be described as

very Korea-specific phenomenon because we can not find such

201



phenomenon in other countries. This paper tentatively argues that
Hwang supporters’ continuing unreasonable behavior such as
enthusiastic support of Hwang even after knowing Hwang's data
fabrication might be attributed to Han emotion[feeling of
victimizedness] that Koreans used to have had from the past.

Key Terms:

Hwang’s scandal, data fabrication, scientific misbehavior,

universality, specificity
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