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The Structural Causes of Scientific Misconduct

Kim, Hwan-Suk

ABSTRACT

As the history of Western science has told us, it seems realistic
to think that the large or small occasions of scientific misconduct
have already occurred or will occur in Korea, too. Therefore, our
urgent task after two years since we experienced the turmoil of
the Hwang Woo-Suk Affair seems to find the ways to prevent
scientific misconduct through a more systematic understanding of
its general causes. This paper is an attempt to search for theorizing
the causes and (possible) solutions of scientific misconduct, based
on this problematic. This study diagnoses that the fundamental
cause of scientific misconduct lies in the reward system and its
related competitive structure of scientific community, which
external rewards dominate. Moreover, the commercialization of
science becomes a major factor that leads to the recent increase of
scientific misconduct, for it greatly reinforces the competition
among scientists towards external rewards and, at the same time,

deepens the anomie and exploitation within scientific community
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