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Two cases of varicella zoster meningitis in
immunocompetent children

Jihui Kang, M.D., Young Man Jin, M.D., Eui Jung Roh, M.D.
So Young Kang, M.D., Jeesuk Yu, M.D. and Eun Hee Chung, M.D.

Department of Pediatrics, College of Medicine, Dankook University
Cheonan, Republic of Korea

Varicella-zoster virus is a human herpesvirus that causes chickenpox (varicella), becomes
latent in cranial nerve and dorsal root ganglia, and frequently reactivates to produce shin-
gles (zoster) and postherpetic neuralgia. Varicella zoster meningitis is a rare complication
after varicella zoster infection. It usually affects a patient of immunocompromised or im-
paired cellular immunity, is rare in a immunocompetent child. We report two cases of
aseptic meningitis in association with varicella zoster, not having any complication in the
immunocompetent children. (Korean J Pediatr Infect Dis 2007;14:188-193)
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Fig. 1. Skin lesions as shingles are present following the right C7 dermatome (Case 1).
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Fig. 2. Erythematous vesiculopapules in distribution of the left T9 dermatome (Case 2).

M: Marker(50bp)

P: Positive control

N: Negative control
S: Patient's sample

208bp >

Fig. 3. Varicella-zoster virus DNA was detected from
cerebral spinal fluid by polymerase chain reaction
(Case 2).
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