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The present study purposed to establish a network for building an efficient disaster response
system, and for this purpose, we compared cases of disaster response in Japan and Korea. In Japan,
disasters are responded jointly through the network of the central government, local self
governing bodies and non governmental organizations. In Korea, however, the cooperative
network among different areas is weak and this is aggravating damages caused by disasters. That
is, in Korea, disaster response services have been mainly carried out by the public sector. The
public sector can operate a powerful disaster management system using its extensive management
resources, compelling power, and legal authorities. However, it was found that, due to the
characteristics of contemporary society, efforts by the public sector including the central
government and the local self government bodies have limitations in managing disasters
effectively. Thus, for efficient disaster response in Korea, it is urgently required to establish a
national disaster response network as well as a private sector cooperation system and to induce
NGOs to participate in the disaster response system through institutional devices.
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