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Preference of Common Spaces and Shared Activities in Senior Cohousing
Community by Korean 50s

- In Reference to Difference between Seoul and Other Cities -

SIS
Choi, Jung-Shin

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to find out different preference of common spaces and shared activities in senior
cohousing community between regions in Korea: Seoul and other cities. Social survey was conducted nationwide, and
the respondents were S50s only, since they are the generation who will face to elderly housing subject within 10
years in turbulent Korean society. Collected data, about 1000, were analyzed by SPSS program using frequency,
percentage, and Chi-square test. In summary, respondents mostly would like to move to senior cohousing on
circumstance when they remain alone without big difference between regions. Loneliness and housekeeping were
considered as the most difficult issues for the elderly to manage by themselves. Among common spaces, exercise
room was the most preferred space to meeting room and kitchen. Exercise room was more preferred in Seoul than
in other cities, on the contrary meeting room was evidently less preferred in other cities than in Seoul. Regarding
shared activities, resident meeting, gardening, and common meal were revealed as less preferred activities than hobby,
exercise and tea meeting. As a conclusion, I would like to propose that a big common living room is better to be
designed for meeting room cum dining and gathering room with flexibility in order to give residents chances to
know each other more often. And since common space and shared activity show different preferences by regions,
those are to be designed and planned reflecting region's different circumstance.
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