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A Microscopic Review on the Changes in Lavatory/Bathroom
and Daily Lives in Korean Housing
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to fine the changes in lavatory/bathroom and daily lives to clarify the modernization
process of the housing through everyday affairs and adjustment behaviors after the period of opening the port with
microscopic perspectives. For the purpose, reviews were focused on hygiene and cleanliness in lavatory/bathroom and
the changes in such areas. Secondly, how the process of conflict and settlement due to such changes had been
approached since modernization was studied. Research method used were literature review and field study. The results
of the study were as the follows: From the perspective of ‘hygiene’ and ‘cleanliness’, which were the main
characteristics of modernization, the lavatory/bathroom culture in traditional Korean housing might be considered very
unsanitary and despicable. The actual problems encountered by the inhabitants, however, might be less significant than
those discovered by the pioneers at that time. Despite such reality, housing adjustments through renovations of the
bathrooms and lavatories by some classes implied the need for housing, which had been inhibited in themselves. Also,
it was found that the family conflicts due to cultural and life style differences existed in each time period.
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