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O b j e c t i v e s: This study was conducted to investigate how willingness to have an
additional childbirth was related to mother's general characteristics and various reasons for
avoiding an additional childbirth. 
M e t h o d s: By using organized questionnaire, we had face-to-face interviews with 722

mothers who had 12 to 36 months child in a urban-rural area of Chungcheongnam-do
from 14 February to 19 February in 2005. Questionnaires included general characteristics
composed of age, monthly income, number of children, major carers and mother's job
status, and 6 reasons for avoiding an additional childbirth. We performed chi-square test
and multiple logistic regression analysis.
R e s u l t s: Of 722 mothers, 66.5% had no willingness to have an additional childbirth. In

the multiple logistic regression analysis, old age of mother(95% CI of OR: 1.084-1.190), two
or more children(95% CI of OR: 6.97-15.602) and weak norm about need for a child(95%
CI of OR: 1.633-29.352) were independent related factors with willingness to have an
additional childbirth.
C o n c l u s i o n s: In our study, 2/3 women who already had children were appeared to have

no willingness to have additional childbirth. Policies about family planning and controlling
birth rate should be focused on eliminating barrier to additional childbirths.
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Table 1. Distribution of willingness to have additional childbirth of women by general
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s U n i t : p e r s o n ( % )

Willingness to have additional childbirth p - v a l u eT o t a l Y e s N o
Age (years)

2 0 - 2 4 33( 4.6) 2 0 ( 6 0 . 6 ) 1 3 ( 3 9 . 4 ) < . 0 0 1
2 5 - 2 9 1 8 9 ( 2 6 . 2 ) 9 7 ( 5 1 . 3 ) 9 2 ( 4 8 . 7 )
3 0 - 3 4 3 3 0 ( 4 5 . 7 ) 9 6 ( 2 9 . 1 ) 2 3 4 ( 7 0 . 9 )
3 5 1 7 0 ( 2 3 . 5 ) 2 9 ( 1 7 . 1 ) 1 4 1 ( 8 2 . 9 )

Income per month (10,000 Won)
9 9 37( 5.1) 1 4 ( 3 7 . 8 ) 2 3 ( 6 2 . 2 ) . 5 5 8

1 0 0 - 1 9 9 2 5 8 ( 3 5 . 7 ) 9 2 ( 3 5 . 7 ) 1 6 6 ( 6 4 . 3 )
2 0 0 - 2 9 9 2 2 0 ( 3 0 . 5 ) 6 6 ( 3 0 . 0 ) 1 5 4 ( 7 0 . 0 )
3 0 0 2 0 7 ( 2 8 . 7 ) 7 0 ( 3 3 . 8 ) 1 3 7 ( 6 6 . 2 )

Number of children
1 1 9 7 ( 2 7 . 3 ) 1 4 3 ( 7 2 . 6 ) 5 4 ( 2 7 . 4 ) < . 0 0 1
2 5 2 5 ( 7 2 . 7 ) 9 9 ( 1 8 . 9 ) 4 2 6 ( 8 1 . 1 )

Main carer of children
O t h e r 1 2 0 ( 1 6 . 6 ) 4 5 ( 3 7 . 5 ) 7 5 ( 6 2 . 5 ) . 3 1 2
M o t h e r 6 0 2 ( 8 3 . 4 ) 1 9 7 ( 3 2 . 7 ) 4 0 5 ( 6 7 . 3 )

Occupational status of mother
N o 5 4 2 ( 7 5 . 1 ) 1 7 9 ( 3 3 . 0 ) 3 6 3 ( 6 7 . 0 ) . 6 2 7
Y e s 1 8 0 ( 2 4 . 9 ) 6 3 ( 3 5 . 0 ) 1 1 7 ( 6 5 . 0 )

T o t a l 7 2 2 ( 1 0 0 . 0 ) 2 4 2 ( 3 3 . 5 ) 4 8 0 ( 6 6 . 5 )
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Table 2. willingness to have additional childbirth of women according to cause of  avoiding
additional childbirth U n i t : p e r s o n ( % )

Cause of avoiding Willingness to have additional childbirth p - v a l u eadditional childbirth T o t a l Y e s N o

Need of child
N o 22( 3.0) 3 ( 1 3 . 6 ) 1 9 ( 8 6 . 4 ) . 0 4 5
Y e s 7 0 0 ( 9 7 . 0 ) 2 3 9 ( 3 4 . 1 ) 4 6 1 ( 6 5 . 9 )

Burden of child education
N o 56( 7.8) 2 0 ( 3 5 . 7 ) 3 6 ( 6 4 . 3 ) . 7 1 7
Y e s 6 6 6 ( 9 2 . 2 ) 2 2 2 ( 3 3 . 3 ) 4 4 4 ( 6 6 . 7 )

Buren of bring up
N o 60( 8.3) 2 3 ( 3 8 . 3 ) 3 7 ( 6 1 . 7 ) . 4 0 9
Y e s 6 6 2 ( 9 1 . 7 ) 2 1 9 ( 3 3 . 1 ) 4 4 3 ( 6 6 . 9 )

Burden of job activity
N o 36( 5.0) 1 7 ( 4 7 . 2 ) 1 9 ( 5 2 . 8 ) . 0 7 4
Y e s 6 8 6 ( 9 5 . 0 ) 2 2 5 ( 3 2 . 8 ) 4 6 1 ( 6 7 . 2 )

Burden of economy 
N o 58( 8.0) 1 8 ( 3 1 . 0 ) 4 0 ( 6 9 . 0 ) . 6 7 6
Y e s 6 6 4 ( 9 2 . 0 ) 2 2 4 ( 3 3 . 7 ) 4 4 0 ( 6 6 . 3 )

Burden of personal quality of life
N o 1 8 6 ( 2 5 . 8 ) 6 8 ( 3 6 . 6 ) 1 1 8 ( 6 3 . 4 ) . 3 0 8
Y e s 5 3 6 ( 7 4 . 2 ) 1 7 4 ( 3 2 . 5 ) 3 6 2 ( 6 7 . 5 )

Burden of personal health problems
N o 2 6 5 ( 3 6 . 7 ) 9 5 ( 3 5 . 8 ) 1 7 0 ( 6 4 . 2 ) . 3 1 2
Y e s 4 5 7 ( 6 3 . 3 ) 1 4 7 ( 3 2 . 2 ) 3 1 0 ( 6 7 . 8 )

T o t a l 7 2 2 ( 1 0 0 . 0 ) 2 4 2 ( 3 3 . 5 ) 4 8 0 ( 6 6 . 5 )
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Table 3. Multiple logistic analysis on willingness to have additional childbirth of women

V a r i a b l e s E x p ( B ) CI of 95.0%
lower limit Upper limit

Age of mother 1.136 1.084 1.190 
Income per month Number of children 1.009 0.939 1.083 

1 1
2 10.428 6.970 15.602 

Main carer of children
Other 1
M o t h e r 0.835 0.434 1.604 

Occupational status of mother
N o 1
Y e s 0.824 0 . 4 6 8 1.452 

Need of child
Y e s 1
N o 6.923 1 . 6 3 3 29.352 

Burden of child education
N o 1
Y e s 1.066 0.460 2.471 

Buren of bring up
N o 1
Y e s 1.430 0.666 3.069 

Burden of job activity
N o 1
Y e s 1.276 0.498 3.273 

Burden of economy 
N o 1
y e s 0.620 0.282 1.363 

Burden of personal quality of life
N o 1
Y e s 1.034 0.637 1.678 

Burden of personal health problems
N o 1
Y e s 0 . 9 8 0 0.637 1.507 
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