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Current Status and Policy Recommendations
of Oriental Public Health Programs

Dongmin Chang”
Department of Health Administration, Inje University

Abstract

Oriental public health programs have been introduced for the purpose of providing comprehensive
oriental health care services to community people including vulnerable classes, increasing the accessibility
of oriental medicine and the public benefit, and further more elevating the health promotion and the
quality of life of community people. Promoting these programs since 2002 in earnest, it is evaluated that
it has made a lot of performances. In the other side, it showed many problems and policy issues also.

This study is accomplished to analyze the problems made since the system was introduced and until
now, 2007, and with this analysis, to examine policy issues and the reasonable recommendations for its
development

Major problems are as follows. First, fundamental notions and identity of oriental public health
programs are not positioned accurately. Second, the infra-structure construction for effective propulsion of
business is insufficient. Third, it is short of the capacity for program implementation of oriental public
health doctors, related manpower, and health centers. Fourth, oriental health promotion programs that can
fulfill the various health needs of community people are deficient. Fifth, active aid of the government and
the oriental medical world as well as legal and systematical support for oriental public health programs is
insufficient.

As a result, to solve the problems and induce the successful settlement of the program, the policy
recommendations such as (i) the fundamental notions of the program and establishment of approach
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strategies, (i) reinforcement of the foundation of the program implementation, (iii) capacity enhancement
of the manpower of the program implementation, and (iv) effective building of supportive system of the
program are presented.

Key words : Oriental public health programs, health centers, policy recommendations
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