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Why Study Mathematics?
- Focused on the Elementary School Students’
Conception -

Kim, Sang Hwa (Yongin Sangha Elementary School)

Pang, Jeong Suk (Korea National University of Education)

It is significant that students understand
why they have to learn mathematics, because
such understanding has a powerful impact
not only on affective but also on cognitive
aspects in mathematics education. However,
studies on in what ways students perceive
the purpose of mathematics education are not
sufficient. Given this background, this study
examined 6th grade students’ conception on
the intention of learning mathematics by
survey and interview in order to raise subtle
but important issues to improve mathematics

education.

* Key words
academic values(3H&-4

levels(4 3 =%

purpose of studying mathematics(58 24

Elementary students showed that they
the multiple purposes of
Their
were focused on practicality, academic values
the the future of
had a

negative

didn’t perceive

mathematics education. conceptions

and preparation for

mathematics. Lower  achievers

tendency to relatively more

responses to the purposes of mathematics

education. This study underlines the

the purpose of studying

mathematics on the part of students.

importance of

£-A), practicality (2 & 4),

7HA]), difference(d 2}), achievement

gender
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