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The Rice and Barley Farm Couples’ Time Use Patterns
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{Abstract)

The purposes of this study are to analyze the time use patterns of rice and barley
for farm couples. The data used for this study were collected from farm households
during the farming seasons (17th to 30th June) and the off-farming seasons (28th
November to 11th December) of 2005, using a time diary. The sample for this study
consisted of 118 couples, whose principal crops were rice and barley, living in rural
area in eight provinces. SPSS Win 12.0 was utilized to analyze the data. The
statistical methods used were frequency, percentage and paired t-test. The major
findings of this study were as follows.

First, the personal care time of wives was shorter than that of husbands, regardless
of the farming period, with the couples showing more personal care time during the
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off-farming season than during the farming season. Secondly, the total work(paid work
plus housework) time of wives was longer than that of husbands during both the
farming season and the off-farming season, showing that the labor burden of wives
was bigger than that of husbands. Compared to the farming season, the total work
time for both husbands and wives was shorter during the off-farming season, due to
reduced farm work time, but the housework time increased for both husbands and
wives. Thirdly, the leisure time of husbands was longer than that of wives during both
seasons. The leisure time increased for both husbands and wives during the
off-farming season, but the portion of the increase was bigger for husbands than for

wives.
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