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<Abstract>

Prosodic Properties in the Speech of Adults with Cerebral
Palsy

Sook~-hyang Lee, Hyun-ju Ko, Soo-Jin Kim

The purpose of this study is to investigate prosodic characteristics in the speech of
adults with cerebral palsy through a comparison with the speech of normal speakers. Ten

speakers with cerebral palsy (6 males, 4 females) and 6 normal speakers (3 males, 3

females) served as subjects. The results revealed that, compared to normal speakers,

speakers with cerebral palsy showed a slower speech rate, a larger number of intonational

phrases(IPs) and pauses, a larger number of accentual phrases(APs) per IP, a longer

duration of pauses, and more gradual slopes of [L +H] in APs. However, the two groups

showed similar tone patterns in their APs. The results also showed mild to moderate

correlations between speech intelligibility and the prosodic properties which showed
significant differences between the two groups, suggesting that they could be important
prosodic factors to predict speech intelligibility in the speech of adults with cerebral palsy.

Keywords: Prosodic properties, Cerebral palsy, Intelligibility, Pauses, Intonational phrases(IPs).
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