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Abstract

The Japanese Government selected Mutsu, Aomori Prefecture as a provisional spent-fuel
repository site. This comes as a result of the prefecture’s five-year campaign to host the site since
2000. Korea stores spent nuclear fuel within sites of nuclear power plants, and expects the storage
capacity to reach its limit by the year 2016. This compels Korea to learn the cases of Japan. Having
successfully hosted Gyeongju as a site for low-to-intermediate-level nuclear waste repository, Korea
has already learned the potential process of hosting spent fuel storage site. The striking difference
between the two countries in the process of hosting the site is that the Korean government had to
offer the local city a large amount of subsidy for hosting through competitive citizens’ referendum
among candidate cities while it was the leadership of the local municipality that enabled the
controversial decision in Japan. It is also a distinguishable characteristics of Japan that not a huge

subsidy is provided to the local host city. I hope this study offers an idea to Korea’s future effort to

select a spent-fuel host site.
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