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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the realities of the chaotic use of terms, ‘tattoo’ and ‘moonsin’,
through the empirical field researches. This paper will research the differences in the origins and the
ctymological meanings of ‘tattoo’ and ‘moonsin’ through examining related literatures. Clarifying the term
definitions on 'tatto’ and ‘moonsin’, this research is to help fashion consumers to use these terms discretely.
In order to figure out consumers' perceptive attitude, this study has performed the questionnaire inquiry
and has reached the result by analyzing the level of frequency of using the two terms.

1. The result of the term-preference inquiry tells that consumers prefer ‘tattoo’ to ‘moosin’. However,
the inquiry shows considerable number of them use the two terms indiscretely.

2. The study on the perceptions from the two terms shows: the term ‘tattoo’ is often related to positive
images-fashionable, charming, and sexy, and the term ‘moonsin’ to negative ones-violent, anti-social, and
demonic. '

3. Both ‘tattoo’ and ‘moonsin’ shares the similarity in terms of engraving patterns on skin and coloring them.

4. ‘Tattoo’ is originally derived from the Polynesian word ‘tatau’, which means ‘artistic’. ‘Tatau’ is a
kind of ethnic art practiced on Polynesian people's skin. The design patterns and practicing techniques are
very similar to those on the Polynesian earthware called ‘Lapita’.
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