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ABSTRACT

The results of researching on duties of physical therapist, understanding of elderly diseases and policies re-
lated with elderly welfare came out from the survey before beginning of education to physical therapists who
attended National Elderly Welfare Physical Therapist Workshop during Sep. 11th to 14th, 2007. They have al-
ready understood about long-term elderly care insurance from the policy, and responded that those policies
will bring more advantage to elders. On contrary, negative response had reason of low service quality. About
elderly care system, there were positive answer of appropriate alternatives to support them, but also other crit-
ics had opinion of inevitable choice for living conservation. About understanding of elderly diseases, there
were more comprehension of diseases as age gets higher, but most did not understand dementia and paralysis.
Past experience and process of medical treatment for their disease were such arthritis, paralysis, broken bone,
and dislocation of joint. Prognosis of technical training was mostly answered positively, but linking with other
related disease programs were not welcomed. Most respondents thought that professional training were needed.
The results of understanding diseases during senescent had high percentage of understanding as age and edu-
cation was high, and it had eye upon statistics of the survey (p <0.05) Most of those questioned responded
that it is appropriate to have six working days per week and eight hours of daily work, however, present

wage is not reasonable. Most of those questioned had negative response of work independence, and had an-
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swered that there should be certificates needed in related fields. For difficulties during work period, they had

hardship instituting direction of treatment by lack of program, level of wage, and physical difficulties. Physical

therapists averagely wished to have fewer than thirty patients per therapist. After the research, physical thera-

pists who work in those facilities of elderly care systems agreed on policies, though it should not lower serv-

ice quality. In addition, they were pros to have elderly care system, yet they are still inevitable option to

maintain living. For work environment, the period of work was appropriate, but had different opinions for

work independence and regular number of patients. Therefore, there should be more organized treatment pro-

gram that also should be linked to other practical programs at this beginning point of the policy enforcement

and the time that many therapists hope to work in elderly care system.
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