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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to examine the college students’ and married adults’ perceptions of the current low fertility and
their motivations of parenthood. It also verifies the gender differences in the numbers of planned children between male and
female college students. The sample population included 100 unmarried undergraduate students and 100 married adults. The
measurements included in the questionnaire were based on recommendations from the literature review.

The major findings of this study are as follows: Women reported higher levels of traditional-normal and altruistic-emotional
motivations of parenthood than men did. College students reported higher levels of motivations of parenthood to strengthen
biological family ties than married adults did, while adults reported higher levels of marital bond-strengthening, traditional-normal,
and gene-preservative motivations of parenthood than students did. College students attributed the current low fertility to the
tight labor market and high costs of childbirth and rearing, while married adults attributed to gender-discriminating tradi-
tional family norms, increasing infertility, and poor conditions of pregnancy and childbirth. Female and adult respondents took
the social problems caused by the current low fertility more seriously than their counterparts did.
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