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Study on Elementary Pre-Service Téachers' Interest in
Biological Topics and Activities

Shim, Kew-Cheol + Kim, Jung-Min - Yeau, Sung—Hee*
(Kongju National University) + (Ewha Womans University)*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the elementary pre-service teachers' interest in biological topics and
activities. The instrument to survey the interest of them consists of 8 domains containing 27 topic items and
7 domains containing 12 activity items(three-point from 0 to 2 Likert scale). Data were collected from 108
pre-service teachers. The interest level in the topics was high, but the interest level in the activities was average.
There was not different between interest levels of females and males in both topic and activity components (p >
.05). Among the topics, the 'genetics' domain correlated strongly with the domains of 'nutrition and digestion’,
‘circulation’, 'respiration’ and 'nervous system', and the 'respiration' domain correlated with the 'circulation' do-
main(r >.450, p<.01). The corrclation between the domains of 'out-of class experience activity' and 'visual infor-
mation activity’, and 'experimental performance following procedure' and 'discussing and debating'(r >.450,
p<.01). This results suggested that the educational contents including learning materials and experiential activities
be developed to activate the interest of elementary pre-service teachers in biology.
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