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Uses and Gratifications of User—Created Contents:
Expressing Self with Self—Produced Video Clips

Myoung—Hoon Sung
Staff

Kyung Hee Cyber-University

In—hee Lee
Professor

School of Journalism & Communications, Kyung Hee University

This study explored three questions: (1) what are the motives of producing
and using user-created contents (UCC, video clips which are produced and
uploaded at various web sites by individuals), (2) what are the gratifications
that users obtain from UCC, and (3) what are the differences of gratifications
according to individual uses of UCC. A survey was conducted to 258 UCC
users and data were factor-analyzed to find the dimensions of motives and
gratifications. As for the motives of UCC uses, six factors were constructed:
self-expression, private life, participation, information retrieval, rest, and enter-
tainment, among which self-expression showed the largest variation. As for
the gratifications, five factors were constructed: self-expression, rest, in-
formation retrieval, socializing, and entertainment.

Key words: uses and gratifications, user-created contents, new media





