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A Comparative Content Analysis of Newspapers in Three
Countries~Korea, China and Japan—
on the 60th Anniversary of the Historical Event,
8 - 15 Independence Day
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This study examined how newspapers covered the 60th anniversary of
the historical event, 8-15 Independence Day. Specifically, five newspapers
from three countries were content-analyzed to see differences, if any, based
on country level and political ideology of the newspaper. The findings showed
that Japanese newspapers yielded less amount of coverage than those of Korea
and China. The newspapers of Korea and China used straight news format,
while Japanese newspapers used opinion news format. In terms of information
source, Korean newspapers and Chinese newspapers mainly relied on the
information from the government, while Japanese newspapers took the in-
formation from citizen. The difference also revealed that Korean newspapers
focused on domestic situation frame and the other countries more emphasized
past memory of the War times. Consequently, the three countries showed
clearly different perspectives on the same historical event. These distinctions
were caused from national interest rather than political ideology of the
newspaper.

Key words: content analysis, 8+15, frame, information source, national
interest



