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Astract

This research investigated the Korean students’ traditional value of children in family, by
asking the degree of agreement on the proverbs concerning the notion of preferring a son,
negative value on a daughter, and hardness of child-rearing.

The findings indicated that in general the Korean students were disagreed on the traditional
value of children in family, while many of them still agreed on hardness of child-rearing. We
expected that female students were likely to express the stronger disagreement on preferring a
son and negative value on a daughter, but there was no difference in preferring a son. Also we
expected that the students who had lived with their grandparents would more likely to have
the traditional values, but they expressed the stronger disagreement on preferring a son than
others.

Second, in general the Korean students disagreed on familism. The female students and the
students who had lived with their grandparents were likely to express the stronger
disagreement on familism.

Third, there was positive correlation between familism and preferring a son, and between
familism and negative value on a daughter.

Fourth, the students who believed that there was no absolute necessity for the child in a family
expressed the stronger disagreement on preferring a son, and scored lower degree on familism.
There was negative correlation between the ideal number of children in a family and the notion
of hardness of child-rearing, but positive correlation between the ideal number of children and
familism. And as much as they answered the longer child-rearing period, scored positive value

on a daughter.

Key words : traditional value of children, familism, preferring a son, value on a daughter,

hardness of child-rearing
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