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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the changes of mothers” condition
including the level of knowledge and parenting stress that mothers have on infant
development. The subjects of this study are 270 mothers whose infants range in age
from birth to 36 months. The instruments used are: 1)KCDI(Knowledge of Child
Development Inventory, Larsen & Juhasz, 1985) 2)Parenting Stress Scale(Kim & Kang, 1997),
and a demographic questionnaire. The data analyses use SPSS 12.0 which employs basic
statistics, reliability test, and t-test. This study is time-lag design covering five years.
Therefore, the data collected originates from 2002 and 2007 to constitute input from two
times. The results of this study indicate that the average pregnancy from the 2007
statistics occurred 0.46 months earlier, after marriage, as compared to pregnancies in
2002. Mothers who gave birth by natural birth increased from 59.9 % to 75.3 % over the
five year period. Regarding knowledge of infant development, the level of mothers’
knowledge was lower in 2007 than in 2002 according to study results. The level of
parenting stress of mothers increased for the 2007 statistics as compared to the 2002

survey.

Key words: Infancy, Knowledge of child development, Parenting stress

2007. 11. 26. 5 2007. 12. 20. A





